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CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

The Hijlory of Captain Cook^s Life during his fecond 
Voyage round the world continued. 

x\lFTER Captain Cook , agreeably to his late Chap, 
refolution, had traverfed a large extent of ocean v, 
without difcovering land, he again diredled his 1774. 
courfe to the fouthward. By the thirtieth of the 
month, through obftrudlions and difficulties, 30 Jan. 
which , from their fimilar nature to thpfe already 
mentioned, it would be tedious to' repeat, he 
reached to the feventy-firft degree of latitude '^. 
Thus far had he gone; but to have proceeded 
farther woukl have been the height of folly and 
madnefs. It would have been expofing himfelf, 
his men, and his Ihip to the utmoft ^danger, 
and perhaps to dcftrudion, without the leaft 
profpedl of advantage. The Captain was of 
opinion , as indeed were moft of the gentlemen 
on board, that the ice now iA fight extended 

* The exadt latitude at this time was 71* 10' fouthj 
and the longitude 106* 54.' weft. 
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a THE LIFE OF 

C H A P. quite to the pole, or might jo:n to feme land, 
V. to which it might be fixed from the carlieft time. 
1774. If, however, there be fuch land, it can afford 
no better retreat for birds, or any other animals, 
than the ice itfelf, with whiah it muft be wholly- 
covered. Though our Commander had not only 
nhc ambition of gdjhg farther than any one had 
, done before , but of proceeding as far as it was 
s poffible for man to go, he was the lefs difTatisfied 
with the interruption he now met with, as it 
Ihortened the dangers and hardihips infeparable 
from the navigation of the fouthern polar regions. 
In facl , he was impelled by inevitable neceffity 
to tack , and ftand back to the north. 

The determination which Captain Cook now 
formed was to fpent the enfuing winter within 
the tropic, if he met with no employment before 
he came there. He was well fadsfied -. that no 
continent was to be fouad in this ocean but 
what muft lie fo far to the fouth as to be 
wholly inaccejGGble on account of ice. If there 
. cxifted a continent in the Southern Atlantic 
Ocean, he was fenfible that he could not explore 
it without having the whole fummer before him. 
Upon a fuppofition, on the other hand, that 
there is no land there, he might undoubtedly 
have reached the Cape of Good- Hope by. April. 
In that cafe , he would have put an end to the 
finding of a continent; which was indeed the 
fjrft objecl of the voyage. But this could not 
fatisfy the ejctenfiv^ and magnanimous mind of 
our Commander. .He had a good fhip, exprefsly 
fent out qm difcoveries, a healthy crew* and 
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"Viras not in want either of ftores or of provifions. Chap. 
In fuch circumftances, to have quitted this South- V. 
ern Pacific Ocean, would, he thought, hav6 been 1774* 
betraying not only a want of perfeverance, but of 
judgment, in fuppofing it to have been fo well 
explored , that nothing farther could be done. Al- 
though he had proved that there was no continent 
but what muft lie far to the fouth, there remained, 
neverthelefs, room for very large iOands in places 
wholly unexamined. Many, likewife, of thofe 
which had formerly been difcovered had been 
but imperfedly explored , and their fituations 
were as imfferfecJlly known. He was alfo per- 
fuaded, that his continuing fome time longer in 
this fea would be produdive of improvements 
in navigation and geography, as well as in other 
fciences. 

In confequence of thefe views, it was Captatii; 
Cook's intention firft to go in fearch of the land 
faid to have been difcovered by Juan Fernandez, 
in the laft century*. If he (hould fail in finding 
this lapd , he propofed to dired; his courfe iu 
queft of Eafter Ifland or Davis's Land , the fitua- 
tion of which was known with fo little certainty, 
that none of the attempts lately made for its 
difcovery had been fuccefsful. He next intended 
to get within the tropic , and then to proceed to 
the weft, touching at, and fettling the fituations 
of fuch iflands as he rnight meet with till he arri* 
ved at Otaheite, where it wa$ jxeceffary for him 

* In about the latitude of 38^ ^ 
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4 THELIFEOP 

Chap, to ftop, to look for the Adventure. It was alfo 
V. in bis contemplation to run as far weft as the 
1774, . Tierra Auftral del Efpiritu Santo,' which was 
difcovered by Quiros, and to which M. de 
Bougainville has given the name of the Great 
Cyclades. From thi^ land it was the Captain's 
plan to fteer to the fouth , and fo back to the 
eaft, between the latitudes of fifty arid fixty^ 
In the execution of this plan , it was his purpofe, 
if poflfible , to attain the length of Cape Horn in 
the enfuing November, when he fliould have the 
beft part of the fummer before him , to explore 
tlie fouthern part of the Atlantic Ocean. Great 
; as was this defign, our Commander thought it 
capable of being carried into execution; and 
when he communicated it to his officers , he had 
the fatisfadion of finding that it received their 
zealous and chearful concurrence. They difplayed 
the utmoft readinefs for executing, in the moft 
effedlual manner, every meafure he thought pro- 
.per to adopt. With fuch good examples to dired 
them, the feamen were always obedient and alert; 
and on the prefent occafion , fo far were they 
from wifhing the voyage to be concluded, that 
they rejoiced at the profped of its being prolong- 
ed another year, and of foon enjoying the benefits 
of a milder climate *. 

' In purfuing his courfe to the north , Captain 
Cook became well affured that the difcovery of 
Juan Fernandez , if any fuch was ever made ^ 

* Cook's Voyages , uhi fupra, p. 250 — 271. 
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could be nothing more than a fmall ifland. At Chap. 
this time , the Captain was attacked by a bilious V. 
colic, the violence of which confined him to his 1774. 
bed. The management of the (hip, upon this 
occafion , was left to Mr. Cooper, the firft 
officer, who conducted her entirely to his Com- 
mander's fatisfadion. It was fev^eral days before 
the moft dangerous fymptoras of Captain Cook's 
diforder were removed; during which time, Mr. 
Patten the furgeon , in attending upon him, mani- 
fefted not only the ikilfulnefs of a phyfician, 
but the tendernefs of a nurfe. Whtn the Captain 
began to recover, a favourite dog ,^ belonging to 
Mr. Forfter , fell a facrifice to his tender ftomach. 
There was no other frelh meat whatever on board, 
and he could eat not only of the broth which 
was made of it, but of the flelh itfelf, when there 
was nothing elfe that he was capable of tafting. 
Thus did he derive nourifhment and ftrength 
from food which to moft people in Europe would ^ 

have been in the higheft degree difgufting , and 
produdive of fxcknefs. The neceffity of the cafe 
overcame every feeling of diflike. 

On the eleventh of March , our navigators *^ March, 
came within fight of Eafter Ifland , or Davis's 
Land*; their tranfadions at which place were of 
too little moment to deferve a particular recital. 
The inhabitants are, in genciral, a flender race. 
In colour , features , and language , they bear 

* It is fituated in the latitude of 27* s^ Jo'' fouth, 
and the longitude of 109* 46'' 30" welt 
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, 6 H A p. fiich an affinity to the people of the^more weftera 
V. ifles , that there can be no doubt of their having 
1774. been defcended from one common original. It is 
indeed extraordinary that the fame nation fhould" 
have' fpread themfelvcs to fo wide an extent, as 
to take in almoft a fourth part of the circumfer- 
ence of the globe. With regard to the difpofi- 
lion of the natives of E^fter Ifland , it is friendly 
^^nd hofpitable;^ but they are as much addided 
to ftealing as any of their neighbours. The ifland 
itfeir hath fo little to recommend it, that no na- 
tion need to contend for the honour of its difco- 
very. So fparing has nature been of her favours 
to this fpot, that there is in it no fafe anchorage, 
no v^ood for fuel, no frefh water worth taking 
on board. - The moft: remarkable objedts in the 
, country are fome furprlzing gigantic ftatues , 

which were firft feen by Roggewein , and of 
which Captain Cook has given a particular de- 
fcription*. 

It .\(ras with pleafure that our Commander quit- 
ted a place which could afford fuch flender ac- 
commodations to voyagers , and diredled his 
courfe for the Marquefas Iflands. He had not 
been long at fea , before he was again attacked 
hy his bilious diforder. The attack , however , 
was not fo violent as the former one had been. 
He had reafon to believe, that the return of his 
difeafe was owing to his having expofed and 
fatigued himfelf too much at Eaftcr Ifland. 

* Cook*s Voyages, ubi fupra, p. ^^74, 27s. 384. 288w 
^90. 294 — 296. 
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On the fixth and.feventh of April, our navigat- C h A r. 
ors canie \vithin fight of four iflands , which V. 
they knew to be the Marquefas. To one of them, 1774. 
which was a new difcovery , Captaia Cook gave ^'^ April. 
the name of Hood's Island , after that of the 
young gentleman by whom it was firft feen. As 
foon as -the (hip was brought to an anchor in Ma- 
dre de Dios , or Refoliuion Bay, in the Ifland 
of St. Chriftina , a traffic commenced , in the 
courfe of which the natives would frequently 
:keep our goods, without making any return. At 
laft the Captain was obliged to fire a mufquet-ball 
over one man who had fev^eral times treated the 
Englifh in this manner. This produced only a 
temporary effecS. Too many of the Indians having 
come onboard, our Commander, whcxwas going 
in a boat , to find a convenient place for mooring 
the fhip , faid to the officers , " You muft look 
^ well after thefe people , or they will certainly 
^ carry off fomething or other." Scarcely had 
he gotten into the boat, when he was informed 
that they had ftolen an iron ftanchion from the 
oppofite gangway , and were carrying it off. 
Upon this he ordered his men to fire oyer the" 
canoe till he could get round in the boat, but 
not to kill any one. Such , however , was the 
noife made by the natives , that the order was 
not heard; and the unhappy thief was killed at 
th& firft Ihot All the Indians having retired with, 
precipitation , in confequence of this unfortunate 
accident, Captain Cook followed them into, the 
bay , prevailed lypon fome of them to come 

^ B 4 
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Chap, alongfidc his boat, and, by fuitable prefcnts, fo 
V. far conciliated their minds, that their fears feemed 
1774. to be in a great meafure allayed. The de^th of 
their countryman did not cure them of their 
thievifh difpofition; but, at length , it was fome- 
what reftrained by their convidion that no dift- 
unce fecured them from the reach of bur mufquecs. 
Several fmaller inftances of their talent at fteal- 
•ing , the Captain thought proper to overlook. 

The provifions obtained at St Chriftina were 
yams, plantains, bread-fruit, a few cocoa nuts^ 
fowls , and fmall pigs. For a time , the trade was 
carried on upon reafonable terms ; but the market 
was at laft ruined by the indifcretion of fome 
young gentlemen , who gave away in exchange 
various articles which the inhabitants had not 
feen 'before , and which captivated their fancy 
above nails, or more ufeful iron tools. One of 
the gentlemen had given for a pig a very large 
quantit^ of red feathers , which he had gotten at 
Amfterdam. The efFedl of this was particularly 
fatal It was not poffible to fupport the trade , 
in the manner in which it was now begun , even 
for a fmgle day. When , therefore , our Com- 
mander found that he was not likely to be fup- 
plied, on any^cotiditions , with fufficient refrelh- 
ments , and that the ifland .was neither very 
convenient for taking in wood and water, nor 
for affording the neceffary repairs of the ihip, 
he determined to proceed immediately to fome 
other place, where the wants of his people could 
be effedually relieved, Aftev having been nine- 
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teen weeks at fea, a^d having lived all that time C h a p* 
upon fait diet , a change in their food could not V. 
avoid being peculiarly defirable : and yet , on 1774* 
their arrival at St. Chriftina , it could fcarcely 
be afferted that a fingle man was fick ; and there 
were Jbut a few who had the leaft complaint, of 
any kind. " This , " fays Captain Cook , in the 
narrative of his voyage , " was undoubtedly 
*^ owing' to the many antifcorbutic articles w^ 
*' had on board, and to the great attention of 
*' the furgeon , who was remarkably careful to 
^ apply them in time *» " It may juftly be added, 
that this was likewife owing to the Angular care 
of the' Captain himfelf , arid to the exertions of 
his authority , in enforcing the excellent regu- 
lations which his wifdom and humanity had 
adopted. 

The chief reafon for our Commander's touching 
at the Marquefas Iflands , was to fix their fitua- 
tion ; that being the only circumftance in which 
the nautical account of them , given in Mr, 
Dalrymple's collection , is deficient. It was farther 
defirable to fettle tliis point , as it would lead to 
a more accurate knowledge of Mcndana's other 
ilifcoveries. Accordingly , Captain Cook has 
marked the fitua*tion of the Marquefas with his ^ 
ufual corrednefs f. He has alfo taken care to 

* Cook's Voyages, ubi fupra , p. 297 — 309. 
t The Marquefas Iflands , four of which were firft dif. 
cov,cred by Mendana , a Spaniard , are five in number , 
* viz. La Magdalena , St Pedro , La Dominica , Santa Chrif- 
tina , ^nd Hood's Ifland , which is the northernmoft. La Doins-* 
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C H A. p. defcribe the particular cove in Refolution Bay, 
V* in the ifland of St. Chriftina , which is moft con- 
1774* venient for obtaining wood and water. 

It is remarkable , with refpedl to the inhabit- 
ants of the Marquefas Iflands , that ,^ colledlively 
taken , they are without exception the fineft 
race of people in this fea. Perhaps they furpafs 
all other nations in fymmetfy of form, and regu- 
larity of features* It is plain^ however, from the 
affinity of their language to that of Otaheite and 
the Society Ifles , that they are of the fame origin. 
Of this affinity the Englifli were fully fenfible , 
though they could not converfe with them; but 
' Oedidee was capable of doing it tolerably well f. 
From' the Marquefas Captain Cook fleered for 
Otaheite , with a view of falling in with fomc 
of the iflands difcovered by former navigators, 
and efpecially by the Duteh , the fituation of 
which had not been accurately determined. In 
the courfe of the voyage, he pafTed a number 
of low iflots , conneded together by reefs of 
coral rocks. One of the iflands , on which 
Lieutenant Cooper went aihore , with two boats 
well armed , was called by the natives Tiookea *. 

It had been, difcovered and vifited by Captain 

> 

nica is the largeft of them , being about fifteen or fixteen lea- 
gues in circuit. Thefe iflands occupy one degree of latitude , 
and nearly half a degree in longitude. Their latitude is from 
9- to I o , and their longitude from 1 3 8* 47^ to 1 5 9* 1 3 ' weft. 

t Cook's Voyages, ubi fupra, 306 — 908. 
* Tiookea is fituated in the latitude of 14* 27' jo'' 
ibuth, and the Ipngitude of 144* 56^ weft. 
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Byron. The inhabitants of Tiookca are of a much C H a l^. 

darker colour than thofc of the higher iflands , V. 

and appeared to be more fierce in their difpo- »774* 

fitions. This may be owing to their manner of . 

gaining their fubfiftence , which is chiefly from 

the fea , and to their being much expofed to 

the fun and the weather. Our voyagers obferved 

that they were ftout., well made men, and that 

they had marked on their bodies tfee figure of , 

a fifli , which was a good emblem of their pro- . 

feflion. 

Bcfides paffing by St. George's Iflands, which 
had been fo named by Captain Byron, our Com- 
mander made* the difeovery of four others t. 
Thefe he called Palliser's Isles , in honour 
of his particular friend , Sir Hugh Pallifer. The 
inhabitants feemed to be the fame fort of people 
as thofe of Tiookea , and , like them , were 
armed with long pikes. Captain Cook could not 
-determine , with any degree of certainty , whether 
the group of ifles he had lately feen were , or 
-were not, any of thofe that had been difcovered 
by the Dutch navigators. This was owing to 
the neglect of recording, with fufficient accuracy, 
the fituation of their difcoveries. Our Com- 
mander hath , in geHeral , obferved , with regard 
to this part of the ocean , that , from the latitude 
of twenty down to fourteen or twelve , and 

t The fituation of one of them was in latitude i<;* 26^ 
fouth, and in longitude 146"* 2 o^ weft. Another was in 
latitude 15* 2^^ and longitude 146' j^ 
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Chap, from the meridian of a hundred and thirty-eight to 
V. a hundred and forty-eight or A hundred and fifty 
1774. weft, it is fo ftrewed with low ifles , that a 
navigator cannot proceed with too much caution. 
ai April. On the twenty-fecond of ^ pril , Captaiti Cook 
reached the Ifland of Otaheite, and anchored 
in Matavai Bay. As his chief reafon for putting 
in at this place was to give Mr. Wales an op- 
portunity pf afcertaining the error of the watch 
by the known longitude, a^id to determine anew 
her rate of going, the firfk objedt was to land 
the inftruments, and to ercdl tents for the recep- 
tion of a guard , and fuch other people as it was 
neceffary to have on fiiore. Sick, there were 
none; for the refrefhments which had been ob- 
tained at the Marquefas had removed every 
complaint of that kind. 

From the quantity of provifions , which , 
contrary to expectation , our Commander now 
found at Otaheite, he determined to make a 
longer ftay in the ifland than he had at firft in- 
tended. Accordingly, he took mcafures for the 
repairs of the fliip, which the high fouthern lati- 
tudes had rendered indifpenfably neceflary. 

During Captain Cook*s ftay at Otaheite, he 
maintained a moft friendly connexion with the 
inhabitants; and a continual interchange of vifits 
was preferved between him and Otoo, Towha, 
and other chiefs of the country. • His traffic with 
them was greatly facilitated by his having for- 
tunately brouglit with him fomc red parrot feath- 
ers from the Ifland of Amfterdam. Thefe were 
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• 

jewels of high value in the eyes of the Otaheit- Chap. 
ans. The Captain's flock in trade was by this V. 
time greatly exhaufted; fo that, if it had not 1774. 
been for the feathers, he would have found it 
difficult to have fupplied the fhip with the necef- 
fary refreihments. 

Among other entertainments which our Com- 
mander and the reft of the Englifh gentlemen 
met with at Otaheite, one was a grand naval 
review. The veffels pi war confifted of a hun* 
dred and fixty large double canoes, well equipped, 
manned, and armed. They were decorated with 
flags and ftreamers ; a»d the chiefs, together with 
all thofe who were on the fighting ftages , were 
dreffed in their war habits. The whole fleet 
made a noble appearance; fuch as our voyagers 
bad never feen before in this fea, or could ever have 
cxpeded. Befides the veffels of war, there were 
a hundred and feyenty fail of fraaller double 
canoes, which feemed to be defigned for tranf- 
ports and viduallers. Upon each of them was 
a little houfe ; and they were rigged with maft 
and fail, which was not the cafe with the war- 
canoes. Captain Cook gueffed that there were 
no lefs than feven thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty men in the whole fleet. He was not able 
to obtain full information concerning the defiga 
of this armament. 

Notwithftanding the agreeable intercourfc 
that was, m general, maintained between out 
Commander and the people of Otaheite , circura^ 
ftances occafionally happened , which called f©r 
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G H A p. peculiar exertions of his prudence and refolution.' 
V. One of the natives who had attempted to fteal a 
J774« water -calk from the watering-place, was caught 
in the fadl , fent on board , and put in irons. In 
this fituation , he was feen by king Otoo , and 
other chiefs. Captain Cook having made known 
to them the crime of their countryman, Otoo 
entreated that he niight be fet at lih^erty. This 
the Captain however refitfed, alleging, that 
fince he punifhed his own people, when they 
committed the leaft offence againft Otoo's, it was 
but juft that this man fliould alfo be puniflied, As 
Captain Cook knew that Otoo would not punifh 
him , he refolved to do it himfelf. Accordingly, 
he dircdled the criminal to be carried on fliore 
to the tents, and havine himfelf followed, with 
the Chiefs and other Otaheitans , he ordered the 
guard out, under arms, and commanded the 
man tp be tied up to a poft, Otoo again foli- 
cited the culprit's releafe, and in this be was 
feconded by his fitter, but in vain. The Cap- 
tain expoftulated with him on the condudt of 
the man, and of the Indians in general; telling 
him , that neither he , nor any of the Ihip's com- 
pany , took the fmalleft matter of property from 
them without firfl; paying for it; enumerating 
the articles which the Englifh had given in ex- 
change for fuch and fuch things ; and urging 
that it was wrong in theni to fteal from thole 
who were their friends. He added, that the 
punifhing of the guilty perfon would be the 
means of faying the lives of feveral of Otoo s 
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people, hyr deterring them from committing C h a i^ 
crimes of the like nature, and thus preventing V. 
them from the danger of being (hot to death, 1774. 
which would certainly happen, at one time or 
other, if they perfifted in their robberies. With 
thefe arguments the king appeared to be fatisfied, 
and only defired that the man might not be kil- 
led. Captain Cook then diredled that the croud, 
which 'was yery. great , fhould be kept at a proper 
diftance, and, in the prefenc6 of them all, 
ordered the fellow two dozen of lafljes with a 
cat - of - nine - tails. This punilhment the maa 
fuftained with great firmnefs, after which he was 
fet at liberty. When the natives were going ' , 

away , Towha called them back , and , with 
much gracefulnefs of adion, addreffed them in a 
fpeech of nearly half an hour in length , the de- 
fign of which was to condemn their prefent con- 
dudt, and to recommend a different one for the 
future. To make a farther impreffion upon the 
minds of the inhabitants , our Commander or* 
dered his marines to go through their excrcifes, 
and to load and fire in voUies with ball. As 
they were very quick in their manoeuvres , it is 
more eafy to conceive than to defcribe the amaze- 
ment which poffefled the Indians during the 
whole time , and efpecially thofe of them, who 
had not feen any thing of the kind before. 

The judicious will difcern, with regard to this 

narrative, that it throws peculiar light on Cap* 

tain Cook's charad^r. Nor is it an uncurious> 

^ircumftance in the hiftory of human fociety. 
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Chap, that a ftranger fhoujd thus exercife jurifdidioa 
V, over the natives of a country, in the prefence 
1774. of the prince of that country, without his 
authority, and even contrary to his folicitations. 

Another difagreeable altercation with the- itir 
habitants of Otaheite, arofe from thenegh'gencc 
of one of the Engliffi centinels on fhore. Having 
either flept or quitted his poft, an Indian feized 
the opportunity of carrying off his mufquet. 
When any extraordinary theft was committed, 
it immediately excited fuch aft alarm among the 
natives in general, from their fear of Ciptain 
Cook's refentment , that they fled from their 
. habitations , and a flop was put to the traffic 

for provifions. On the prefent occafion, the Cap- 
tain had no fmall degree of trouble; but, by 
his prudent condu<fl , the mufquet was recovered, 
peace reftored, and commerce again opened. 
In the differences which happened with -the 
feveral people he met with in his voyages, it 
was a rule with him , never to touch the leafl ar- 
ticle of their property , any farther than td de- 
tain their canoes for a while, when it became 
abfolutely necefTary. He always chofe the moft 
mild and equitable methods of bpinging them to 
reafon ; and in this he not only fucceeded , but 
frequently put thin,e:s upon a better footing than 
if no contention had taken place. 

During this vifit to Otaheite, fruit and other 
refrefhtnents were obtained in great plenty. The 
relief arifmg from them was the more agreeable 
and falutary , as the bread of the fhip was in a 

bad 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. i;^ 

t)ad condition. Thoilgti tbe bifciiit had been G It a t^ 
aired and picked at New Zealand, it was now in V, 
fucb a ftate of decay ^ that it was neceffary for it t^?4» 
to undergo another airing and cleanifig, in which 
much of it was found wholly rotten, and unfit 
tcTbe eaten. This decay was judged to be owing 
to the ice our navigators had frequently taken in 
when to the fouthward, which made the hold of 
the veffel cold and damp ^ and to the great heat 
that fucceeded when they cattie to the north. 
Whatever was the caufe^ the lofs Was fo confi- 
derable , that the men were put to a fcan.y 
allowance in this article , with the additional 
mortification of the bread's being bad that could 
be ufed. 

Two goats , that had been given by Captain 
furneaux to Otoo , iti the former part of the 
Voyage , feemed to promife fair for anfweting 
the purpofes for which they were left upon the 
ifland. The ewe, foon after, had two fetnale 
kids, which Were now fo far groWn as, tb be 
almoft ready to pfopagate. At the fame titiiej 
the old ewe was again with kid- The jjeopld 
Wete very fond of them , and they Were iii 
excellent condition. From thefe circumftances^ 
Captain Cbok entertained a hope that , iti a 
courfe of years ^ they would multiply fb much 
as to be extended over all the ifles bf the Sotith- 
ism Ocean. The like fliccefs did iibt attend thd 
flieep which had been left iii the country. Thefe 
fpeedily died, one excepted , which was faid td 
be yet alive. Our navigators alfo fufniflbed th^ 
Vol. 1L G 
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Chap, natives with cats, having given away no lefSs 

Vv than twenty at Otaheite, befides fonie which had 

X774- been made prefents of at Ulietea and Huaheine. 

With regard to the number of the inhabitapts 

of Otaheite , our Commander colleded , from 

comparing feveral fads together, that, including 

Women and children, there could not be lefs, in 

the whole ifland, than two hundred and four 

thoufand. This number, at firft fight, exceeded 

his belief. But when he came to refled on the 

Vaft fwarms of people that appeared wherever he 

went, he was convinced that the eftimate was 

agreeable to truth. 

Such was the friendly treatment which our 
voyagers met with at Otaheite , that one of the 
gunner's mates was induced to form a plan for 
remaining in the country. As he knew that he 
could not execute his fcheme with fuccefs while 
the Refolution continued in Matavai Bay, he took 
the opportunity, when fhe was ready to q[uit ity 
and the fails were fet for that purpofe, to flip 
overboard. Being a good fwimmer , he had no 
doubt of getting fafe to a canoe , which was at 
fome diftance ready to receive him j for his defiga 
was concerted with the natives, and had evea 
been encouraged by Otoo. However, he wa^ 
difcovered before he had gotten clear of the Ihip, 
and a boat being ,prefently hoifted out, he was 
taken up, and brought back to the veffel. When 
our Commander refieded on jhis mans fituation^ 
be did not think him very culpable, or his defire 
of flaying in the ifland fo extraordinary as might 
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^t'fifft view be imagined. He iv^s a native of c ri a i': 
Ireland , and had failed in thfe Dutch fervice; V. 
Captain Cook 5 on his retilrn ^frorii hi^ fofriiet i)):^: 
voyage , b^d picked him up at Baraviai , and 
had kept him in his employrtierit ever firice. It 
did not appear that he had either fHehds or 
cbnnexiohs which could bind hint to any par- 
ticular part of the world. All naitioris being 
alike to hirri , wh^re coiild he bd mdre happy 
than at Otaheite^ ? - Here , in orie of the finelt ' 

climates of the globe, he could enjoy riot dnly 
£he riecefTaries , but the luxuries of life , in e^fe 
2[nd plenty. The Captain feems to think, that 
if the man had dpphed to him in time, he might 
have giv^ii his confent to his remaining int th6 
countf-y. 

Ori the fifteenth df May, Captain Cook anchored if Miif. 
in O'Wharre Harbour, in the ifland of Huaheine. 
tte ^vas immediately vifitqd by his frierld Oree ^ 
and, the faime kefeeable intercourfe fubfifted 
tetween thd Captain arid this gocid old Chief 
"Which had formerly t^ken place. Red feathers? 
\vere not here in fiich efbimatiori as they had 
been at Otaheite; the datives of Hdaheine having 
the good fenfe to give' a preference to the more 
tifeful articles of nails' and axes. During t!ie ftay 
of our Voyagers in the iftand, {ovnt alarms were 
bccafioned by the thievifli difpofition of Several 
6i the inhabitants ; btit matters fubfided without 
ainy material confequerices. A folemri march, 
•^vhich our CbmmandeY maide through part of 
the country, at the head of forty -eight fiieif> 

C t 
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Chap, tended to imprefs the Indians with a fenfe pf his 
V. power and authority. In fadl, their attempts at 
1774. ftealing had been too much invited by the indif- 
cretionof fome of the Englifh, who unguardedly 
feparated themfelves in the woods , for the pur- 
pofe of killing birds ; and who managed their 
mufquets to unfkilfully, as to render them lefs 
formidable in the eyes of the natives. 

1 cannot perfuade myfelf to omit a dramatic 
entertainment, at which feveral of the gentlemen 
belonging to the Refolution attended one evening. 
/The jpiece reprefented a girl as running away 
with our navigators from Otaheite ; and the 
ftory was partly founded in truth ; for a young 
woman had taken a paffage in the fliip , down 
to Ulietea. She happened to be prefent at the 
reprefentation of her own adventures ; which 
had fuch an effedl upon her, that it was with 
great difficulty that fhe could be prevailed upon 
by the Englifh gentlemen to fee the play out, 
or to refrain from tears while it was adling. The 
piece concluded with the reception which fhe 
was fuppofed to meet with from her friends at 
her return ; and it was a reception that was by 
no means favourable. As thefe people, when 
they fee occafion , can add little extempore 
pieces to their entertainments, it is reafonable to 
imagine that the reprefentation now defcribed 
was intended as a fatire againfl the girl, and to 
difcourage others from following her fleps. Such 
is the fenfe which they entertain of the propriety 
of female decorum. 
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During Captain Cook's ftay at Huabeine , Chap. 
bread-fruit, cocoa - nuts , and other vegetable V. 
pro'ducftions were procured in abundance, but not 1774^ 
a fufficiency of bogs to fupply the daily expence 
of the fhip. This was partly owing to a want 
of proper articles for traffic. The Captain was 
obliged, therefore, to fet the fmiths at work, to 
make different forts of nails , iron tools , and 
inftruments, in order to enable him to obtain 
refreftiments at the iflands he was yet to vifit , 
and to fupport his credit and influence among 
the natives. 

When our Commander was ready to fail from 
Hu.aheine , Oree was the lafl: man that went out 
of the veflel. At parting , Captain Cook told 
him that they fhould meet each other no more; 
at which he wept , and faid , " Let your fons 
5, come, we will treat them well. " 

At Ulietea, to which the Captain next directed 
his courfe, the events that occurred were nearly 
fimilar to thofe which have already been related. 
He had always been received by the people of 
this ifland in the moft hofpitable manner , and 
they were juRly entitled to every thing which 
it was in his power to grant. They expreffed 
the deepeft concern at his departure, and were 
continually importuning him to return. Oreo the 
Chief, and his wife and daughter, but efpecially 
the two latter, fcarcely ever ceafed weeping. 
Their grief was fo exceffive , that it might perhaps 
be doubted whether it was entirely fincere and 
unaffe<5ted; but our Commander was of opinion 

C 3 
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g H 4 P; that it ^3S real. At length , when he was ready 
V. to fail , they took a moft afFedlioiiate leave- 
177^, Oreo's laft requeft to Captain Copk was that 
he would return; and when he could not obtain 
a pronjife to that effedl, he alked the name of 
his burying -place. To. this ftrange queftion the 
Captain anfwerefi , without hefitation , that it 
was Stepney; that being the parifh in which he 
!}ived when in London, Mr. Forfter , to whon^ 
the f^me queftion was propofed , replied , with 
greater wifdpm and recplledlipn , that no man, 
who ufed the fea , could fay where he Ihpuld be 
^juried. 

As our Conjniander could not promife , o| 
even then (uppofe , that more Englifh fhips would 
be fent to the fouthe^n ifles, Oedidee, who for 
fo many months h^d been thf? faithful co^npanion 
of our navigator^ , chpfe to remain in Wis native 
country. Bpt he left them \yith a regret fully 
demonftrativc of his efteem and affedtion, nor 
could ^ny thing have torn him from them, but 
the fear of never returning. When Oreo preffed 
fo ardently Captain Cooks return, he fometiuie^ 
gave fuch anfwers as left room for hope, , At 
thefe anfwers Oedidee would eagerly catch, take 
.. him op qne fide, and afl[c him over again. The 
Captain declares , that he had not words to defcribe 
the anguifh which appeared in this young man's 
breaft, vvhen he went away. " He looked up at 
the fhip , burft into tears, and then funk down 
into the canoe. " Oedidee was a youth of good 
parts, ^n4 of a docile j^ gentle, apd hpmanc difpor 
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fition; but as he was almoft wholly ignorant of C h a^p. 
the religion , government , manners , cuftoms , V. 
and traditions of his countrymen , and the neigh- i774» 
bouring iflands, no material knowledge could 
bavp been colledled from him , had our Commander 
brought him away. He would , however , in 
every refpedl , have been :a bef ter fpecimen of 
the nation than Omai. 

When Captain Cook firft came to thefe iflands, 
he had fome thoughts of vifiting Tupia's famous 
Bolabola. But having obtained a plentiful fupply 
of rcfr^Ihments , and the route he had in view 
allowing him no time to fpare , he laid this defign 
afide , and diredted his courfe to the weft. Thus 
did he take his leave, as he then thought, for 
ever , of thefe happy ifles , on which benevolent 
nature has fpread her luxuriant fweets with a 
lavifli hand; and in which the natives, copying 
the bounty of Providence , arc equally liberal ; 
being ready to contribute plentifully and chearfully 
to the wants of navigators *. 

On the fixth of June ^ the day aft^r our 6 Junt, 
voyagers left l/lietea, they faw land, which they 
found to be a low reef ifland , about four leagues 
in compafs, and of a circular form. This was 
Howe Ifland, which had been difcovered by 



* Coo}f, ubi ibpra, p. 5i2-^n8« 

From Mr. Wales's obfervations it appeared , that , during 
five months, in which the watch had paiTed through the 
extremes of heat and cold, it went better in the col^ 
than in the hot climates, 

C4 
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Chap. Captain Wallis *. Nothing remarkable occurred 
V. from this day to the fixteenth , when land was 
1774, again feen. It was another reef ifland; and being 
16 Jun?, ^ new difcovery , Captain Cook gave it the name 
of I'Ai .MEiiSTUN ISLAND ^ in honour of Lord 
^^' ' P^lmerfton f. On the twentieth, frefh land 
appeared , whjch was perceived to be inhabited. 
This induced our Commander to go on fhore 
with a party of gentlemen ; but the natives 
were found to be tierce and untradable. All 
endeavours to bring them to a parley were to no 
purpofe ; for they came on with the ferocity of 
wild boars, and inftantly threw their darts. Two 
or three mufquets difcharged in the air, did not 
prevent one of them from advancing ftill farther, 
and throwing another dart , or rather a fpear , 
which paffed clofe over Captain Cook's fhou}den 
The courage of this man had nearly coft him 
his life. When he threw his fpear, he was not 
five paces from the Captain, who had refolved 
to Ihoot him for his own. prefervation. It hap- 
pened , however , that his mufquet miffed fire ; a 
circumftance on which he afterwards refledted 
\V^ith pleafure. When he joined his party, and 
tried his mufquet in the air, it went off perfedly 
well. This ifland , from the difpofition, and 
l^ehaviour of the natives , with whom no inter- 

* Its latitude is 16* 46' feuth, and its longiti|de 194* 
J3' weft, 

\ r 

t It IS firuated i'n latitude 18* 4' fouth, and in longi- 
tude i6j' 10' weft. 
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courfe could be eftablifhed , and from whom no Chap. 
benefit could be received, was called by our V. 
Commander savage island * It is about eleven 1774- 
leagues in circuit ; is of a round form , and good 
height ; and has deep waters clofe to its Ihores. 
Among its other difadvantages , it is not fur* 
piffled with a harbour. 

In purfuing his courfe to the weft-fouth-weft , 
Captain Cook paffed by a number of f mall 
iflands, and, on the twenty -fixth , anchored on »« J«n«2 
the north fide of Anamocka, or Rotterdam. A 
traffic immediately commenced with the natives, 
who brought what provifions they had , being 
chiefly yams and fliaddocks, which they exchanged 
for nails , beads , and other fmall articles. Here > 
as in many former cafes, the Captain was put to 
fome trouble on account of the thievifli difpoft- 
tion of the inhabitants. As they had gotten 
pofleffion of an adze and two mufquets , he found 
it ncceflary to exert himfelf with peculiar vigour^ 
in order to oblige them to make reftitution. For 
this putpofe he commanded all the marines to be 
armed , and fent on fliore , and the refult of this 
meafure was, that the things which had been 
ftolen were reftored. In the conteft, Captain 
Cook was under a neccflity of firing fome fmall 
fliot at a native who had diftinguiflied himfelf 
by his refiftance. His countrymen jifterwards; 
reported that he \yas dead ; but he was only 

^ Its fituation is in latiM© i9* l' fouth, and in loq 
jitude 169** J 7^ welt 
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Chap, wounded , and that not in a dangerous manner. 

V. Though his fufferirigs were the effeds of his own 

i774.» milbehaviour, the Captain endeavoured to foften 

them, by making him a prefent, and diredihg 

his wounds to be dreffed by the furgeon of the 

ftip. 

The firft time that our Commander landed at 
Anamocka, an old lady prefented him with a 
girl , and gave him to underftand that flie was at 
bis fervice. IVlifs , who had . previoufly been 
inftrudted , wanted a fpike - nail , or a fhirt, 
neither of which he had to give her; and he 
flattered himfelf that, by making the two women 
fenfible of his poverty , he fhould eafily get clear 
of their importunities. In this , however , he 
was miftaken. The favours of the young lady- 
were offered upon credit ; and on his declining 
the propofal , the old woman began to argue 
with hirti, and. then to abufe him. As far as he 
could colled from her countenance and her adions , 
the defign of her fpecch was both to ridicule and 
reproach him, for refufing to entertain fo fine a 
young woman. Indeed , the girl was by no 
means deftitute of beauty ; but Captain Cook 
found it more eafy to withftand her allurements 
than the abufes of the ancient matron , and there- 
fore haftened into his boat.' 

While the Captain was on fliore at Anamocka, 
he got the names of twenty iflands, which lie 
between the north-weft and the north-eaft. Some 
of them w^re in fight; and two of them, which 
^}:e n^ofl; to the weft, are remarkable on account 
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o^ t^eir great height Thefe ^re Amattiifoa and C h A p« 
Oghao, From a continual column of fmoke which V. 
'\Vas feen daily afcending from the middle of \Ti^* 
Aniattafoa, it was judged that th^re was ^ 
volcano in that ifland, 

Anamocka was firft difcovered by Tafman, 
and by 'him \ya§ named Rotterdam ^, It is of a 
triangular form , and e^ch fide extends about 
jhree and a half or four miles, prom the north- 
weft to the fouth of the iflanfl, round by the 
leaft and nortl), it is encompaffed by a number of 
fmall ifles, fand-banks, and breakers. An end, could 
not be feen to their extent to the north, and they 
may poffibly reach as far to the fouth 7^ Amfter-f 
dam, or Tongataboo. Togetjier with IVliddle- 
burg, or Eapowe, ^nd Pilftart, thefe form a group 
contaiping about three degrees of latitude , and 
t^yo of longitude. To this group Captain Cool^ 
had given the name of the Friendly Ifles , or 
Archipelago 5, fron^ the firm alliance apd friends 
ihip >yhich feemed to fubfift among their inhabits 
unts , and from their courteous • behaviour to 
ftrangers, The fame group may perhaps b^ 
extended much farther, even down to Bofcawei^ ' 
and Kcppel's Ifles , which were difcovered by 
jCaptain Wallis , and lie nearly in the fame 
ineridian "^^ 

Whilft our Commander wa^ ^t A^amocka, h^ 
was particularly affiduous to prevent the introduc? 

* It is fituated in the latitude of so* J5^ fpujh, and* 
^q lpngitt|de of 174* 31' wel^. 

* In the latitude of 15* 53', 
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Chap, tion of a certain diforder. As fame of his people 
V. brought with them the remains of this difeafe f rom 

1774% the Society Ifles, he prohibited them froni having 
any female intercourfe; and he had reafon to 
believe that his endeavonrs were fuccefsful. 

The pro4udlions of Rotterdam , and the per- 
fons, manners; and cuftoms of its inhabitants, 
are fimilar to thofe of Amfterdam. It is not, 
however, equally plentiful in its fruits, nor is 
every part of it in fo high a ftate of cultivation. 
Neither hath it arifen to the fame degree of 
wealth, with regard to cloth, matting, ornaments, 
and other articles , which conftitute the chief 
riches of the iflanders of the Southern Ocean f- 
Purfuing their courfe to the weft, our navigat- 

ijuiy. QJ.5 difcovered land on the firft of July; and, 
wpon a nearer approach , found it to be a fmall 
ifland, to which, on account of the number of 
turtle that were feen upon the coaft, Captain 
Cook gave the name of Turtle Isle *^. On the 
fixteenth, high land was feen bearing fouth-weft, 
which no one doubted to be the Tierra Auftral 
del Efpiritu Santo of Quiros, and which is called 
by Mr. de Bougainville the Great Cyclades. 
After exploring the coaft for fome days,, the 
Captain came to an anchor, in a harbour in the 
ifland of Maliicollo. One of his firft objeds was 
Xo commence a friendly intercourfe with the 

t Captain Cook's Voyage towards the South Pole , and 
^tound tiie World, Vol. II. p. i — 21. 

* It is fituated in latitude 19** 48^ fouth, and in lon- 
gitude 178* z^ weft. 
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natives; but, while he was thus employed, an Chap. 
accident occurred which threw all into confufion, V. 
though in the end. it was rather advantspgebus 1774. 
/;han hurtful to the Englifh. A fellow in a canoe, 
having been refufed admittance into one of our 
boats , bent, his bow to fhoot a poifoned arrow 
at the boat -keeper. Some of his countrymen 
having prevented his doing it at that inftant, 
time was given to acquaint our Commander 
with the tranfadlion , who immediately ran upon 
deck. At this minute, the Indian had diredled 
his bow to the boat-keeper; but upon being 
called to by Captain Cook, he pointed it at 
him. Happily, the Captain had a mufquet in his 
hand loaded with fmall Ihot, and gave him the 
contents. By this, however, he was only flag- 
gered for a moment ; for he ftill held his bow in 
the attitude of fliooting. A fecond difcharge of the 
fame nature made him, drop it, and obliged him, 
together with the other natives who were in the 
canoe, to paddle off with all poflible celerity. At 
this time, fome of the inhabitants began to fhoot 
arrows from another quarter. A mufquet difcharg- 
cd in the air/ had no effed upon them ; but no . 
fooner was a four-pound ball Ihot over their heads 
than they fled in the utmoft confufion. 

A few hours after thefe tranfadions , the 
Englifli put off in two boats, and landed in the 
face of four or five hundred people, who were 
affembled on the fhore ; and who, though they 
were all armed with bows and arrows, clubs and 
{pears , made not the l^afl oppofition. On the 
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Ch A P. contrary, 'sVhen they fa\v Captairi Cook advance 

V. with nothing but a gtttn branch in his hand , 

i??4- ^"^ ^^ tliem, who appeared to be a Chief, giving 

his bow atid arrows to another, met the Captain* 

in the water, bearing alfo a green branch. 1 hefc 

being mutually exchanged in token of friendfhip, 

the chief led our Comniander to the crowd, id 

whom he immediately diftributed prefents. The 

marines, in the mean time, were drawn up on 

the beach. Captain Cook theri^ acquainted thef 

, Indians, by figns, that he wanted wood; and 

in th,e fame manner permiffion was granted him 

to cut dowri the trees. ' 

Much traffic could not be carried on -With 
thefe people, becaufe they fet no value on nails, 
or iron tools, or, indeed, oh any of the articles 
which our navigators cpuld furnifh. In fuch 
exchanges as they did/ make, and which wefte 
principally of arrows for pieces of cloth , they 
dillinguilhed themfelves by their honefty. When 
the fhip had beguri to fail from the iflatid, and 
they might eaflly, in cbnfequence of their canoes 
dropping aftern , have av^oided delivering the 
• things they had been paid for, they ufed their 
otnioft efforts to get up with her, that they 
might difcharge their obligations. One man, itl 
particular, followed the Refolution a cdnfiderable 
time, and did not reach her till the objedl which* 
brought him was forgotten. As foon as he Came- 
alongfide the vefTd, he held up the thing which' 
had been purchafcd; and though feveral of the 
cre\v offered to buy it , he infilled upon deliver- 
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ing It to thc/perfon to whom it had been fold. C H a ?• 
That perfon , not knowing him again , would V. 
have given fome thing in return ; but this he 1774* 
refufed, and fliewed him what he had before 
received. There was only a fingle inftance in 
which the natives took, or even attempted to 
take , any thing from our voyagers , by any 
means whatever; and in that cafe reftitution was 
immediately made , without trouble and without 
alcercation. 

The inhabitants of Mallicollo , in general, arc 
the moft ugly and ill-proportioned people that 
Captain Cook had ever feen , and are in every 
refpeft different from all the nations which had 
been met with in the Southern Ocean. They are 
a very dark-coloured, and rather a dimiriutive 
race, with long heads, flat faces,, and countenr 
ances which have. fome refemblance to that of 
the monkey. Their hair, which is moftly black 
or brown , is fiaort and curly ; but not altogether 
fo foft and woolly as that of a ntgfo. The dif- 
ference of this people from any whom out Cora'* 
mander had yet vifited , appeared not only in 
their perfons but their language. Of abottt eigh y 
words which w-ere^ colleded bv Mr. Forfter , 
•fcatcely one was found to bear any affinity to 
the language fpoken ifi any country or ifland 
hitherto defcribed. It was obferved by Captain 
Cook , that tlie natives could pronounce moft of 
the Englifh wordi^ with great eafe. They had 
not fo much as a name for a dog, and knew 
nothing of that animal ; fox which reafon the 
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Chap. Captain left them a dog and a bitch ; and as they 

V. were very fond of them , i<<was highly probable 

1774. that the breed would be foftered and encreafed. 

To the harbour, in which our Commandei* 
anchored, while he lay at Mallicollo , he gave 
the name of Port Sandwich *• It has many 
advantages , with regard to depth of Water < 
ihelter from winds, and lying fo near the fhore 
as to be a cover to thofe of a fhip's company 
who may be carrying on any neceffary operations 
at land f. 

Soon after our navigators had gotten to jfea , 
23 July, which was on the twenty-third of July, they 
difcovered three or four fmall iflands , that before 
had appeared to be conneded* At this time the 
Refolution was not far from the Ifle of Ambrym, 
the Ifle of Paoom , and the Ifle of Apee. On 
2^* the next morning , feveral more iflands were 
difcovered, lying off the fouth-^eafl: point of 
Apee , and conftituting a group which Captain 
Cook called Shepherd's Isles , in honour of his 
learned and valuable friend, Dr. Shepherd, 
Plumian Profeflbr of Afl;ronomy at Cambridge* 
The fliip was this day in fome "dangei*. It fuddenly 
fell calm, and our voyagers were left to the 
mercy of the current , clofe by the ifles , whcile 
no foundings could be foutid with a line of a 

* It is fituated on the north-eaft fide of Mallicollo , not 
far from the fouth-eaft end, in latitude 16* 25' ao^' 
fouth, and longitude 167* ^7' aj'^ eaft* 

t Cook^s Voyages, ubi fupraj p. «J — J^?. 

hundred 
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•^hundred and eighty fathoms. The lands oriflands Chap, 
which lay around the veffel in every diredlion , V. 
were fo numerous that they could not be count- 1774. 
ed. At this crifis a breeze fprung up, which . 
happily relieved the Captain and his company 
from the anxiety the calm had occafioned. 

Amidft the number of iflands , that were con- 
tinually fcen by our navigators, there was only 
one on which no inhabitants were difcerned. 
This confided chiefly of a remarkable peaked 
rock, which was only acceflible to birds, and 
which obtained the name of the Monument. 

In the farther courfe of the fhip to the fouth- 
ward , our navigators drew near to certain lands, 
which they found to confift of one large ifland, 
the fouthera and weftern extremities of which 
extended beyond their fight. Three or four 
fmaller ones lay off its north fide. To the two 
principal of thefe Captain Cook gave the name 
of Montagu and Hinchinbrook ; and the 
large ifland he named Sandwich , in honour of 
his noble patron the Earl of Sandwich. This 
ifland, which was fpotted with woods and lawns, 
agreeably diverfified over the whole furface, and 
which had a gentle flope from the hills down 
to the fea-coaft, exhibited a moft beautiful and 
delightful profped. The examination of it was 
not, however, fo much an objed with our Com- 
mander, as to proceed to the fouth, in order to 
find the fouthern extremity of the Archipelago. 

Purfuing his difcoveries , Captain Cook came 
in fight of an ifland, which .was afterwards 

Vol. IL D 
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Chap* known to be called by the natives Erromango. 
V. After coafting it for three days, he brought his 
1774. vefTel to anchor in a bay there, on the third of 
3 Auguft. Auguft. The next day, he went with two boats 
to examine the coaft, and to look for a proper 
landing-place, that he might obtain a fupply of 
wood and water. At this time , the inhabitants be- 
gan to affemble on the fhore , and by figns to invite 
our people to land. Their behaviour was appa- 
rently fo friendly, that the Captain was charmed 
with it; and the only thing which could give 
him the leaft fufpicion was , that moft of them 
were armed with clubs , fpears , darts > and bows 
and .arrows. 'He did not, therefore, remit his 
vigilance ; but kept his eye continually upon the 
. Chief, watching his looks, as well as his adions. 
it foon was evident that the intentions of the 
Indians were totally hoftile. They made a violent 
attempt to feize upon one of the boats ; and 
though , on our Commander's pointing a mufquct 
at them , they in fome meafure defifted , yet 
they returned in an inftant, feemingly deter- 
mined to carry their defign into execution. At 
the head of the party was the Chief; while 
others , who could not come at the boat , Rood 
behind with darts, ftones, and bows and arrows 
in hand, ready to fupport their countrymen. As 
figns and threats had no efFedl , the fafety of 
Captain Cook and his people became the only 
objedl of confideration ; and yet he was unwil- 
ling to fire on the multitude. He refolVed , 
•therefore, to make the Chief alone the vidim of 
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his own treachery, and a6eordingly, aimed his Chap. 
mufquet at him ; but at this critical moment it V. 
miffed fire. This circumftance encouraged the I774r 
natives to defpife our weapons , and to fhew 
the fuperiority of their own, by throwing ftones i 
and darts , and by /hooting arrows. Hence it 
became abfolutely neceffary for the Captain tq 
give orders to his. men to fire upon the affailants. * 
The firft difrharge threw them into confufion ; 
but a fecond was fcarcely^ fufficient to drive 
them off the beach. In confeqiience of this Ikirr 
miffi , four of the Indians Jay, to all appearance, 
dead on the Ihore. However , two of them were 
afteiTwards perceived to crawl into the bufhes; 
and it was happy for thefe people that not half 
of the mufquets of the Enelifh would go off, 
fifnce otherwife many more rnufk have fallen. The 
inhabitants were, at length', fo terrified as tQ 
make no farther appearance ; and .two oars , 
which had been loft in the conflicT;, were left 
ftanding up againft the bufhes. 
• It was obfervcd of thefe iflanders, that they 
feemed of a different race from thofe of Mallicollo, 
and that they fpoka a different language. They 
are of a' middle fize , with a good fhape, an4 
tolerable features. Their colour is very dark ; 
and their afped: is not mended by a cuftom they 
have of painting their faces , fome with ^ blacky 
and others with a red pigment. As to their hair<j 
it is curly and crifp , and fome\yhat woolly. 
The few WQPiei} who were feen , and wliQ 
ajppeared to be ugly, wore a kind of petticoat, 
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Chap, made either of palm leaves ot* of a plant fimilar 
V. in its nature ; but the men , like thofe of MalJi- 
1774. collo , were almoft entirely naked. On account 
of the treacherous behaviour of the inhabitants 
of Erromango, Captain Cook called a promon- 
tory 5 or ' peninfula , near which the Ikirraifli 
happened , Traitor's Aead *. 

From this place the Captain foiled for an ifland 
which had been difcovered before, at a diftance, 
and at which , on account of his wanting a large 
quantity of wood and water , he was refolved to 
makefome Hay. At firft the natives. were difpofed 
to be very hoftile ; but our Commander , with 
equal wifdom and humanity , contrived to terrify 
them, without danger to their lives. This was 
principally effedled by firing a few great guns, 
at which thev were fo much alarmed, as after- 
wards to be brought' to tolerable order. Among 
thefe iflanders, many were inclined to be 011 
friendly terms with our navigators, and efpecially 
the old people; whilft moft of the younger were 
daring and infolent, and obliged the Englifh to 
keep to their arms. It was natural enough that 
age fhould be prudent and cautious, and youth 
bold and impetuous ; and yet this diftindlion , 
with regard to the behaviour of the various na- 
tions which had been vifited by Captain Cook, 
had not occurred before. 



* It is the north-eaft point of the ifland , and is fituatcd 
in tVie latitude of 18' 43' fouth, and the longitude of 
169* 28' ekil:. 
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The ifland where the Captain now ftayed , was Chap. 
found, upon enquiry, to be called, by the in- V. 
habitants, Tanna; and three others in its neigh- 1774. 
bourhood , and which could be feen from it , 
were diftinguifhed by the names of Immer , 
Erronan or Footoona, and Annatom. 

From fuch information of the natives as our 
Commander could fee no reafon to doubt, it 
appeared that circumcifion was pradlifcd among 
them , and that they were eaters of human flefh. 
Concerning the latter fubjedl, he fhould never 
have thought of afking them a fingle queftion, if 
they had not introduced it themfelves, by enquir- 
ing whether the Englifh had the htnc cuftom. 
It hath been argued , that neceffity alone could 
be the origin of this horrid pradlice. But as the 
people of Tanna are poffeffed of fine pork and 
fowls , together with an abundance of roots and 
fruits, the plea of neceffity cannot be urged in 
their behalf. In fadt, no inftance was feen of 
their eating human flefli; and, therefore, there 
might, perhaps, be fome reafon to hefitate, in 
pronouncing them to be cannibals. 

By degrees the inhabitants grew fo courteous 
and civil, as to permit the Englifh. gentlemen 
to ramble about in the fkirts of the woods , and 
to fhoot in them, without affording them the 
leaft moleflation , oi* fhewing any diflike. One 
day, fome boys of the ifland having gotten be- 
hind thickets, and thrown two. or three ftones 
at our people who were cutting wood , they 
were fired at by the petty officers on duty. Cap- 
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€ b A I*, tain Cook, who was then on Ihore, was alaritied 

V. at the report .of the tniifquets; and, when 11^ 

1774; Was infdriHed of the caiife , was much difpleafed 

that fo wanton an life fhould be itiade of our fire- 

arms. Proper meafures were taken by him td 

prevent fuch condiid fdr the future. 

In the ifland of Tanna was a volcario ^ which 
fom'etimes made a dreadful noife , and, at each 
txplofiouj which happened every three or four 
minutes , threw up fire and fmoke in prodigious 
coJumns. At one time ^ gt*eat fldnes were feen 
y liigh in the air; At the fo6t of the hill were 
fevet?il hot fprings ; and on the fide of it Mr. 
Forfter found Tome piaces whence fmoke of a 
fulphilrebus fme'll iffued, through cracks or fiffurds 
of the earth. A thermortietet, that was placed ih 
a little hole m^de in one of them , and which in 
the operi ait* flood Only at eighty, rofe to a hun- 
dred arid feveilty; In anbther inftance^ the met- 
cury rofe td a hundred and ninety-ohe\ Our 
Commander being dfefirous df getting a near and 
good view of the volcano , fct out with a party . 
for that purpdf^. But the gentlemen met with 
fe iiiany obftfUdldnS frdm the inhabitants, who 
Ver^ jealous of their penetrating far into the ' 
toUntfy , that they thought proper to return. 
For this j^aloufy of the iflanders Captain Cdokj 
in his narrative ^ has made ^ very judicious and 
tandid apology. 

It is dbfervable , v^^ith fefj^edl td the volcanb 
bf Tarina, that il is not on the ridQ:e of the 'hill 
to Which it belongs 3 but on its fide. Nor is that 
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Mil the higheft in the country; for there are C h a ?• 
others near it of more than double its height It V. 
was in moid and wret weather that the volcano 1774. 
was moft violent. 

When our Commander \yas ready to fail from 
Tanna , an event happened, which gave him 
much, concern. Juft as our people were getting 
fome logs into the boat, four or five of the natives 
flepped forward to fee what they were doing. 
In confequence of the Indians not being allowed 
to come within certain limits, the centinel or- 
dered them back, upon which they readily corh- 
plied^ At this time. Captain Cook, who had his . 
eyes fixed upon them , obferved the centry pre- 
fent his piece ^to the men. The Captain was going 
to reprove him for this adlion, when, to his 
inexpreflible aftonifliment , the centry fired. An 
attack fo caufelefs and extraordinary naturally 
threw the natives into great confufion. Moft of 
them fled, and it was with difficulty that our 
Commander could prevail upon a few of them to 
remain.^ As they ran off, he perceived one of 
them. to fall, who was immediately lifted up by 
two others , who took him into the water , 
walhed his wound, and then led him off. The 
wounded perfon not being carried far. Captain 
Cook fent for the furgcon of the Ihip, and ac- 
companied him to the man , whom they found 
expiring. The rafcal that bad fired pretended 
that an Indian had laid an arrow acrofs his bow, 
and was going to flioot at him ; fo that he ap- 
prehended himfelf to be in danger. This , how- 
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Chap, cyer , was no more than what the iflanders had 

V. always done, to Ihew that they were armed as 

J774. well as 'our voyagers. What rendered the prefent 

incident the mbre unfortunate was , that it was 

not the man who bent the bow , but one wha 

flood near him , that was fhot by the centry. 

The harbour where the Captain anchored , 
during his ftay at Tanna , was called by him 
Port Resolution, after the name of the Ihip, 
fhe being the firft veffel by which it was ever 
entered. It is no more than a httle creek , three 
quarters of a mile in length , and about half that 
fpace in breadth*. No place can exceed it in its 
convenience for taking in wood and water, 
which are both clofe to the Ihofe. The inhabitant 
of the ifland , with whom our Commander had 
the moft frequent and friendly connexions, was 
named Paowang. 

Very little trade could be carried on with the 
people of Tanna. They had not the leaft know- 
ledge of iron ; and confequently nails, tools, and 
other articles made of that metal , and which arc 
fo greedily fought for in the more eaftern ifles, 
were here of no confideration. Cloth could be 
of no fervice to perfons who go naked. 

Among the produdions of the ifland, there is 
reafon to believe that the nutmeg -tree might be 
mentioned. This is colledled from the circum- 
ftance of Mr. Forfter's haying {hot a pigeon , in 

* It is fituated on the north fide of the moft eaftern 
point of the ifland, in the latitude of 19* ^2^ 25!^^ 
fouth, and in the longitude of 169' 44' 35" eaft. 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 41 

the craw of which a wild nutmeg was difco- Chap, 
vered. However, though he took fome pains to V. 
find the tree, his endeavours were not attended 1774^ 
with fuccefs. 

It was at firft thought by our navigators, that 
the inhabitants of Tanna were a race between 

» 

the natives of the Friendly Iflands, and thofe of 
MallicoUo; but by a fliort acquaintance with 
them they were convinced that they had little or 
no affinity to either , excepting in their hair. 
Some few meji , women , and children were 
feen , whofe hair rcfcmbled that of the Englifh. 
With regard, however, to thefe perfons it was 
obvious, that they were of another nation; 'and 
it was underftood that they came from Erronan. 
Two languages were found to be fpoken in 
Tanna. One of them, which appeared to have 
been introduced from Erronan, is nearly, if not 
exadlly , the fame with that of the Friendly 
Iflands. The other, which is the proper lan- 
guage of the country , and which is judged to 
be peculiar to Tanna, Erromango, and Annatom, 
is different from any that had hitherto been met 
with by our voyagers. 

The people of Tanna are of the middle fizc, 
and for the moft part flender. There -are few 
tall or flout men among them. In general, they 
have good features and agreeable countenances. 
Like* all the tropical race, they are adive and 
nimble; and feem to excel in the ufe of arms, 
but not to be fond of labour. With refpe<^ to 
the management of their weapons, Mr. Wales 
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Chap, hath made an obfervation fo honourable to Ho- 
V. mer, tj;iat were I to omit it, I fhould not be 
1774. forgiven by my claffical readers. " 1 muft confefs," 
fays Mr. Wales , " I have often been led to 
" think the feats which Homer reprefents his 
" heroes as performing with their fpears, a, little 
'" too much of the marvellous to be admitted 
"into an heroic poem; I mean when, confined 
" within the ftrait ftays of Ariftotle. Nay, even fo 
^' great an advocate for him as Mr. Pope, ac- 
" knowledges them to be furprizing. But fince 
" I have feen what thefe people can do with 
^^ their wooden fpears , and them badly pointed , 
" and not of a hard nature , I have not the leaft ex- 
" ception to any one paffage in that great poet 
' *^*^ on this account. But if I fee fewer excepti- 

^ * " ons, I can find infinitely more beauties in him; 

^^ as he has , I think , fcarcely an adlion , circum- 
I " ftance^ or defcription of any kind "whatever, 
" relating to a fpear , which I have not feen an/1 
" recognized among thefe people ; as , their 
whirling motion , and whiftling noife , as they 
fly; their quivering motion, as they ftick in 
the ground when they fall; their meditating 
their aim, when they are going to throw; 
" and their fhaking them in their hand, as they 
^^ go along ^/* 
ho Auguft. On the tweptieth . of Auguft Captain Cook 
failed from Tanna, and employed all the remain- 
der of the month in a farther examination of 

* Cook's Voyages 5 ubi fupra, p. J8 — 84» 
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tbp iflands around him. He. had now finiffied C fl A F.' 
his furvey of the whole Archipelago, and had V. 
gained a knowledge of it infinitely fupcrlor to 1774. 
%vhat had tvtr been attained before. The nor« 
them iflands of this Archipelago were firfi dif- 
tovered in 1606, by that eminent navigator 
Ouiros , xyho eonfidered them as part of the 
fouthern continent , which , • at that time , and 
till very lately , was ' fupppfed to exift. M. de 
Bougainville was the next perfon by whom they 
^ve^e vifited, in I7'68. This gentleman, how- 
ever, befides landing in the Ifle of Lepers, only 
made the difcovefry that the country was not 
connedled, but compofed of iflands , which he 
called the Great Gyclades. Captain Cook, befides 
afcertaining the fituation and extent of thefe 
iflands , achled to them ifeveral new ones which 
had hitherto been unknown, and explored tha 
•whole. He thought ^ therefore, that he had ob- 
tained a right to name them ; accordingly he 
beftowed upon them the appellation of the New 
Hebrides f. His title to this honour will not 

t They are fituated between the latitude of 14* 29^ 
and 20' 4^ fouth, and between 166 41'' and i-Jo** 21''^ 
call longitude, and extend a hundred and twenty-five lea- 
*^ues, in the diredtion of north-north-weft J weft, and fouth-. 
Touth-eaft 1 eaft. The principal iflands of the New Hebrides-, 
for an account of which . the reader is referred to Gaptaia 
Cook's voyage , are / the Peak of the Etoile , Tierra del 
Efpiritu Santo , Mallicollo , St. Barlholomevv , the Ide of 
Lepers, Aurora, Whitfuntlde Ille , Ambry m , Paooni ^ 
Apee , Th'rce HiII$ , Sandwich , Erromango , Tanna > Im* 
i^cr, and Annatom^ 
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Chap, be difpnted in any part of Europe, and certainly 
V. riot by fo enlightened and liberal a people as 
1774. the French nation. 

The feafon of the year npw rendered it necef- 
farv for pur Commander to return to the fouth , 
while he had yet fome time to explore any land 
he might meet with between the New Hebrides 
and New Zeahmd ; at which laft place he intend- 
ed to touch , that he might refrelh his people , 
and renew his flock of w^ood and water for 
another fouthern courfe. With' this view, he 
I. Sept. failed on the firft of September, and on the 
*• fourth land was difcovered^ in a harbour belong- 
ing to which the Refolution came to an anchor the 
next day. The defign of Captain Cook was not 
only to vifit the country, but to have an oppor- 
tunity of obferving an eclipfe of the fun, which 
was foon to happen. An intercourfe immediately 
commenced with the inhabitants, who, during the 
whole of the Captain's flay , behaved in a very 
civil and friendly manner. In return , he was 
folicitous to render 'them every fervice in his 
power. To Teabooma the Chief, he fent, 
among other articles, a dog and a bitch, both 
young, but nearly full grown. It was fome 
time before Teabooma could believe that the 
two animals were intended for him; but when 
he was convinced of it', ^he was lofl in an 
excefs of joy. Another, and flill more valuable 
prefent, was that of a young boar and fow ; 
which , on account of the abfence of the Chief 
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when they were brought to land, were received Chap, 
with great hefttation and ceremony. V. 

The laft time that our Commander went on 1774, 
fliore at this place , he ordered an infcription to 
be cut on a large tree , fetting forth the name of 
the (hip , the date , of the year , and other cir- 
cumftances, which teftified that the Englifh were 
the firft difcoverers of the country. This he 
had before done , wherever fuch a ceremony 
feemed neceffary. How the ifland was called by / 
the natives , our voyagers could never learn ; 
and, therefore, Captain Cook gave it the name 
of New Caledonia* The inhabitants are ftrong, 
robuft, adive, and well made. With regard to 
the origin of the nation , the Captain judged 
them to be a race between the people of Tanna 
and the Friendly Ifles ; or between thofe of 
Xanna and the New Zealanders; or all three. 
Their language is in fome refpedls a mixture of 
them all ^. In their difpofition they are courte- 
ous and obliging; and they are not in th? lead 
addidled to pilfering, which is more than can 
be afferted concerning any other nation in this 
fea. 

The women of New Caledonia , and thofe 
likewife of Tanna , were found to be much 
charter than the females of the more eaftern 
illands. Our Commander never heard that the 

* Mr. Forfler is of opinion that the language of the 
New Caledonians is totally different from that of any ) 

other Nation which had yet been feen in the voyage. • 
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Chap, leaft favour was obtained iFrom them by any one 
V. of his company. Sometimes , indeed , the women 
1974. would exercife a little coquetry , but they went 
no farther. 

The botanifts of the (hip did not here complain 
for want of employment. They were diligent in 
their refe^rches , and their labours were amply 
rewarded. Every day brought fome acceffion to 
botanical knowledge, or that of other branches 
of natural hiftory f. 

Every thing being ready to put to fea , Captain 
13 Sept. Cook weighed anchor on the thirteenth of Sep- 
teraber, with the purpoie of examining the coaft 
of New Caledonia. In purfuing this objedt , by 
which he was enabled to add greatly to nautical 
and geographical knowledge , the Refolution 
was more than once in danger of being loft; 
^*' and particularly,, in the night. of the twenty- 
eighth of the month , fhe had a narrow efcape. 
Our navigators, on this occafion , were much 
alarmed; and day-light fhewed that their fears 
had not been ill founded. Indeed , breakers had 
been continually under their lee, and at a fmall 
^ diftance from them ; fo that they were in the 
moft imminent danger. " We owed our fafety , " 
fays the Captain , " to the interpofition of Pro- 
" vidence,.a good look-out, and the very brilk 
" manner in which the fl^ip was managed'. ** 

Our Commander now began to be tired of a 
coaft which he could no longer explore but at 

* pook, ubi fupra, |>. 8^ — 137, 
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tlie rifque of lofing the veffel , and riuning the C ha p» 
whole voyage. He determined, however, not V. 
to leave it,, till he knew of what kind fome 1774. 
eroves of trees were, which by their uncommon 
appearance , had occafioned much fpeculation , 
and had been miftaken , by feveral of the gentle- ' 
men , for bifaltes. Captain Cook was the more 
felicitous to afcertain the point , as thefe trees- 
appeared to be of a fort which might be ufeful 
to fhipping, and had not been feen any whefe 
but in the fouthern parts of New Caledonia, 
They proved to be a fpecies of fpruce pine, 
very proper for fpars, which were then wanted. 
The difcovery was valuable, as, excepting New 
Zealand, there was not an ifland known, in the 
South Pacific Ocean , where a fliip could fupply 
herfelf with a maft or yard, to whatever diftrefs 
Ihe might be reduced. It was the opinion of th^ 
carpenter of the Refolution , who was a maft- 
maker as well as a fhipwright, that very good 
marts might be made from the trees in quertion. 
The wood of them ^ which is white , clofe- 
grained , toagh , and, light , is well adapted to 
. that purpofe. One of the fmall iflands where the 
trees were found, was called by the Captain the 
Isle of Pines, To another , on account of its 
affording fufficient employment to the botanifts, 
during the little time they ftayed upon it, he 
gave the name of Botany Isle. 

Captain Cook now took into ferious confir 
deration what was farther to be done. He had 
pretty well determined the extent qJF the ibuth* 
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Chap, 'weft coaft of New Caledonia , and would gladly. 
V. have proceeded to 'a more accurate furvey of the 
1 774* whole, had he not been deterred, not only by 
the dangers he muft encounter , but by the time 
required for the undertaking, and which he could 
rot poflibly fpare. Indeed, when he confidered 
the vaft ocean he had to explore to the fotith; 
the ftate and condition of the fliip; the near 
approach of fummer ; and that any, material acci- 
dent might detain him in this fea even for another 
year, he did not think it advifeable to make 
New Caledonia any longer the objedl of his 
attention. But though he was thus obliged , by 
neceffity , for the firft time , to leave a coaft 
which he had difcovered , before it was fully 
furveyed , he did not quit it till he had afcer* ' 
tained the extent of the country, and proved, 
that, excepting New Zealand, it is perhaps the 
iargeft ifland in the South Pacific Ocean *. 

As the Refolution purfued her courfe fjom 
New Caledonia , land was difcovered , which , on 
81 nearer approach, was found to be an ifland of 
good height and five leagues in circuit. Captain 
Cook named it Norfolk Isle,, in honour of 
the noble family of Howard f. It was uninha- 

* New Caledonia extends from the latitude of 19* 
37' to 22** 30' fouth, and from the longitude of 16^* 
57' to 167* 14' eaft. It lies nearly north -weft i weft, 
and fouth-eaft J eaft, and is about eighty -fevcn leagues 
long in that diredtion. Its breadth does not any where 
exceed ten leagues. 

t It is fituated in the latitude of 29** 2' jo'' fouth ^ 
and in the longitude of 168° 16' eaft. 

bited 
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bited ; and the firft perfons th&t ever fet foot on C U A p* 
it were unqueftionably our Englifh navigators. V. 
Various trees and plants were obferved that are 17741 
common at New Zealajid ; and , in particular , . 
the flax plant > which is rather more luxuriant 
here than in any part of that country. The chief 
produce of the ifland is a kind of fpruce pine , 
exceedingly ftrait and tall , which grows in 
great • abundance. Such is the fize of many of 
the trees j that, breaft high, they are as thick 
as two men can fathom. Among the vegetables 
of the pkce , the palm-cabbage afforded both 
a whokfome and palatable refrefhment ; and j 
indeed, proved the moft agreeable repaft thae 
our people had for a confiderable time enjoyed* 
In addition to this gratification , they had thd 
pleafure of procuring fome excellent fifh* 

From Norfolk Ifle * our Commander fleered 
for* New Zealand , it being his intention to touch 
at Queen Charlotte's Sound, that he might refrefll 
his crew j and put the fhip in a condition to 
encounter the fouthern latitudes* On the eigh- 
teenth of Odlober, he anchored before Ship Cove 18 Oa* 
in that found ; and the firft thing he did , after 
landing , was to look for the bottle he had left on 
tlie fliore, iii which was a memorandilm. It Was 
taken aWay; and it foon appeared, from indu- 
bitable circumftances ^ that the Adventure had ^ 
been in the cove after it was quitted by the 
Refolution. 

Upori vifiting the gardens Which had Ibeeti 
formed at Motuata , they were found almoft iii % 

Vol. IL E 
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Chap, a ftatc of nature , having been >¥liolIy ncgledled 
V. by the inhabitants. Many, however, of the 
1774* articles were in a fiourilhing condition, and 
fhewed how well they liked the foil in which 
they were planted. It was feveral days before 
any of the natives made their appearance ; 
but when they did fo, and recognifed Captain 
Cook and his friends , joy fucceeded to fear. 
They hurried in numbers out of the wOods, 
and embraced the Englilh over and over again , 
leaping and fkipping about like madmen. Amidfl 
all this extravagance of joy, they were careful 
to prefcrve the honour of their females ; for they 
would not permit fome women , who were feen 
at a diftance , to come near our people. The 
Captains whole iiitercourfe with the New Zea- 
landers, during this his third- vifit to Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, was peaceable and friendly; 
and one of them , a man apparently of confe- 
quence, whofe name was Pedero^ prefented him 
with a ftafF of honour , fuch as the Chiefs gene- 
rally carry. In return , our Commander dreffed 
Pedcro , who had a fine perfon , and a good 
prefence , in a fuit of old clothes , of which he 
was not a little proud. 

Captain Cook ftill continued his folicitude to 
flock the ifland with ufeful animals ; and accord- 
ingly , in addition to what he had formerly done, 
he ordered two pigs, a boar and few, to be put 
on fhore. There was reafon to believe that fome 
of the cocks and hens which had formerly been 
, left here ftill exifted. None Of them , indeed. 
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were feen; but an hen's egg was found, which Chap. 
had not long been laid. V. 

Mr. Wales had now an opportunity of complet- i77^» 
ing his obfervations with regard to Queen Char- 
lotte's Sound , fo as to afcertain its latitude and 
longitude with the utmoft accuracy ^. In the 
Captain's former voyage there had been an error 
in this refpedl. Such were Mr. Wales's abilities 
and afliduity, that the fame corredlnefs was main- 
tained by him , in determining the fituations of 
all the other places which were vifited by our 
navigators t« 

On the tenth of November , Captain Cook took '^ ^®^' 
liis departure from New Zealand , in farther 
purfuit of his great objedl , the determination of 
the queftion concerning the exiftence of a fouthcrn 
continent- Having failed till the twcnty-feventh , ar. 
in different degrees of latitude , extending fkom 
43* to 55* 48^ fouth , he gave up all hopes of 
finding any more land in thi.s ocean ft. He 
came , therefore , to the refolutibn of fleeting 
diredlly fot the weft entrance of th>: Straights of 
Magalhaens, with a view of coafting the fouth 
fide of Terra del Fuego, round Cape Horn, to 
the Straight LeMaire. As the world had hitherto 
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* The longitude of Queen Charlotte's Sound ^ 
bottom of Ship Cove, is 174* 25' 7!'^ eaft, and 
.tude 41* s' S6j'' fouth. 

t Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 158 — 1^2. 

it The fliip, on th,^ twenty-fcventh was in Ipngitude 
138* 56' wefi 
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Chap, obtained but a very imperfedl knowledge of tlii$' 

V. Ihore , the Captain thought that the full furvcy 

1774. of it would be more advantageous , both to 

navigation an^ geography, than any thing he 

could expedl to find in a higher latitude. 

In the profecution of his voyage , our Com- 
17 Dec. mander, on the feventeenth of December, reached 
the weft coaft of Terra del Fuego; and having 
continued to range it till the twentieth, he came 
to an anchor in a place to which he afterwards 
gave the name of Christmas sound. Through 
the whole coiirfe of his various navigations, he 
had never feen fo defolate a coaft. It feems to 
be entirely compofed of rocky mountains , with- 
out the leatl appearance of vegetation. Thefe 
/nountains terminate in horrible precipices, the 
craggy fummits of which fpire up to a yaft height; 
fo that fcarcely any thing in nature can appear 
with a more barren and favage afpedl , than the 
whole of the country. 

The run which Captain Cook had made di- 
redily acrofs this ocean, in a high fouthern latitude, 
w:as believed by him to be the firft of the kind 
that had ever been carried into execution * He 
was, therefore, fomewhat particular in remarking 
every circumftance which feemed to be " iii the 
leaft material. However, he could notbut pbferve, 
that he had never made a paffage any where, of 
fu'cKi length, or even of a much fliorter extent, 

* He could not poflibly know , at this time , that the 
Adventure h^d made the pafTage before him. 
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in which fo few things occurred that were of an Chap. 
interefting nature. Excepting 'the variation of the V, 
compafs , he knew of notliing elfe that was worthy 1 774, 
of notice. The Captain had now done with the 
Southern Pacific Ocean ; and he had explored it 
in fuch a manner , that it would be impoffible 
'for any one to think that more could be performed, 
in a fingle voyage , towards obtaining that end , 
than had actually been accomplifhed t« * 

Barren and dreary as the land is about Chriftmas 
Sound, it was not wholly deftitute ef fome accom- 
modations , which could not fail of being agreeable 
to our navigators. Near every harbour they found 
frefh water , and wOod for fuel. The country 
abounds likewife with wild fowl , and particularly 
with geefe; which afforded a refrefhment'to the 
"whole crew, that was the more acceptable 011 
account of the approaching feftival. Had not 
Providence thus happily provided for tliem, 
their Chriftmas cheer muft have been fait beef 
and pork. Some Madeira wine, the only article 
of provifion that was mended by keeping , was 
ilill left. This , in conjunction with the geefe , 
which were cooked in every variety of method, 
enabled our people to celebrate Chriftmas a$ 
chearfully , as perhaps was done by their friends > 
in England. ' 

The inhabitants of Terra del Fuego , Captain 
Cook found to be of the fame nation that he 
had formerly feen in Succefs Bay; arid the fame 

* Cook, ubi fupra, p. i6} — 17^. 
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Chap, whom M. de Bougainville has diftitiguifhcd by 
V. the name of Pecharas. They are a little, ugly, 
J 774- haltftarved , beardlefs race , and go almoft naked. 
It is their own 'fault that they are not better 
clothed , nature having furnifhed them with 
ample materials for that purpofe. By lining their 
feal - fkin cloaks with the (kins and feathers of 
aquatic birds ; by making the cloaks themfelves 
larger; and by applying the fame' m^teriak to 
different parts of clothing , they might render 
their drefs much more warm and comfortable. 
But 'while they are doomed to exift in one of the, 
moft inhofpitable climates on the globe, they 
have not fagacity enough to avail themfelves of 
thofe means of adding to the conveniences of 
life, which Providence has put into their power. 
In Ihort , the Captain , after having been a witnefe 
to fo many varieties of the human race , hath 
pronounced, that of all the nations he had feen, 
the Pecharas are the moft wretched *. 

Notwithftanding the barrennefs of the country, 
it abounds with a variety of unknown plants, 
and gave fuflficient employment to the botanifts 
of the Refolution. ** Almoft every plant, " fays 
Mr. Forfter , *' which we gathered " on the 
rocks , " was new to us , and fome fpecies were 
„ remarkable for the beauty of their flowers, 
,j or their fmell t« " 

It Dec, On the twenty-eighth of December , our 

Commander failed from Chriftmas Sound, and 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p, 177 — 187. 

t Forfter's Voyage round die 'Sfc^orld, Vol. II, p. 48 g. 
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proceeded on his voyage , round Cape Horn , C h a f. 
through Straight le Maire, to Staten Land. This V. 
famous Cape was paffed by him on the next 1774. 
day , when he enkerfed the Southern Atlantic 
Ocean. In fome charts , Cape Horn is laid down 
as belonging to a fmall ifland ; but this was 
neither confirmed, nor could it be contradided 
by our navigators , for feveral breakers appeared 
on the coaft, both to the eaft and .weft of it, and 
the hazy weather rendered every objed indiftiildl. 
Though the fummits of fome of the hills were 
rocky , the fides and valleys feemed covered 
with a green turf, and wooded in tufts f. 

In ranging Staten Ifland a good port was , 
found fituated three leagues to the weftward of 
St John , 2Lnd in a northern dircdion. Upon ^t??^. 
account of the day on which the difcovery of 
this port was made, (being the firft of January) 1 J*»nn«ry. 
Captain Cook gave it the name of New Year's 
Harbour. The knowledge of it may be of 
fervice to future navigators. Indeed, it would 
be more convenient for fliips bound to the weft , 
or round Cape Horn, if its fituation would 
permit them to put to fea with an eafterly and^ 
northerly wind. But this inconvenience is not of 
great confequence, fmce thefe winds are feldom 
known to be of long duration. The Captain , 
however, has declared, that if he were on a 
voyage round Cape Horn to the weft , and not 

t The latitude of Cape Horn is 5^® 98' fouth, and its 
longitude was now afCertained to be 67° 46' welt 
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C K > P. in want of wood or water, or any other thing 
V. which might make it neceffary to put into port, 
1775. he would not approach the land at all. By 
Jceeping out at fea the currents would be avoided, 
which, he was fatisfied, would lofe their force 
at ten or twelve leagues from land , and be 
totally without influence at a greater diftance. 

The extent of Terra del Fuego, and confe-p- 
quently that of the Straights of Magalhaens, our 
Commander afcertained to be lefs than has been 
laid down by the generality of navigators. Nor 
was the coaft, upon the whole, found to be fo 
dangerous as has often been reprefented. The 
weather , at the fame time , was remarkably 
temperate. 

In one of the little ifles neai' Staten Land, and 
which had been called by Captain Cook New 
Year's Ifles, there was pbferved a harmony 
: between the different animals of the place, which 

is too curious to be omitted. It feemed as if they 
bad entered into a league not to difturb each 
other's tranquillity; The greater part of the 
fea - coafl: is occupied by the ' fea - lions } the 
fea-bears take up their abode in the ifle; the 
Ihags are pofted in the higheft cliffs ; the 
V penguins fix their quarters where there is the 

* ipoft eafy communication to and from the fea ; 
^nd the reft of the birds chufe more retired 
places. Al} thefe animals were , occafionally fcen 
to mix together , like domeflic cattle and poultry 
in a farm-yard, without one attempting to moleft 
the other. Nay, the Captain bad of tea obferved 
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^ the eagles and vultures fitting on the hills among C n Af. 
the fhags, while none of the latter, whether did V. 
or young, appeared to be in the leaft difturbed 1775* 
at their prefence. It may be alked, then, how 
do thefe birds of prey live? This queftion our^ 
Commander hath anfwercd, by fuppofing that 
they feed on the carcafes of feals and birds which 
die by various caufes. It is probable , from the 
inamenfe quantity of animals with which the 
ifle abounds , that fuch carcafes exift in great 
jpumbers *. 

From Staten Ifland Captain Cook failed , on 
the fourth of January, with a view,. in the firft 4 January, 
place , of difcovering that extenfrve coaft , laid 
down by Mr. Dalrymple in his chart, in which 
is the gulph of St. Sebaftian. In order to have 
all other parts before him , the Captain defigned 
to make the weftern poinft of that gulph. As 
Be had fome doubt of the exiftence of fuch a 
eoaft, this appeared to him the beft route for 
determining the matter, and. for exploring the 
fou them part of this ocean. When he came to 
the fituations affigned to the different points o£ 
tie gulph of St. Sebaftian , neither land nor any 
unequivocal figns of land were difcovered. On 
the contrary, it was evident that^there could 
not be any exteafive tradl of country in the 
diredion which had been f^ippofed. 

Proceeding in his voyage , land was feen on 

the fourteenth, which was at firft miftaken iov ^^' 

■ • 

* Cook's Voyage, ubifupra,.p. 187 — zo6. 
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Chap, an ifland of ice. It was in a manner whoUjr 

Y. covered with fnow. From the perfon by whom 

1775. it was firft difcovered, it obtained the name of 

Willis's Island f. It is a high rock, of no 

great extent , near to which are fome rocky 
iflots. Another ifland, of a larger compafs, on 
account of the vaft number of birds which were 
upon it, was called Bird Isle. A more exten- 
five range of country had been feen for fome 
time, which Captain Cook reached on the feven- 
^ teenth, and where he landed, on the fame day, 
in three diflferent places. The head of the bay, 
in which he came to fhore , was terminated by 
particular ice-cliffs, of confiderable height. Pieces 
were continually breaking off, and floating out 
J to fea; and while our navigators were in the 
bay, a great fall happened, which made a noife 
like a cannon. No leffe favage and horrible were 
the inner parts of the country. "The wild rocks 
" raifed their fummits, till they were loft in the 
" clouds, and the valleys lay covered with 
" everlafting fnow. " There was not a tree to- 
be feen , or a fhrub found that was even big 
enough to make a tooth-pick. The only vegeta- 
tion that was met with, was a coarfe ftrong- 
bladed gra£^ growing in tufts, wild burnet, 
and a plant like mofs, which fprang from the 
rocks. 
' When our Commander landed in the bay, he 

difplayed the Englifli colours ; and, under a 

■' ' . # 

t It is fituated in the latitude of 54* fouth, and the 
longitude of 38* 2}' weft. 
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difcharge of fmall arms , took poffeffioir of the C if A p, 
country in his IVlajefty's name. It was not, V. 
however, a difcovery which was ever likely to i77S- 
be produAive of any confiderable benefit-. In his 
return to the (hip , Captain Cook brought with 
him a quantity of feals and penguins, which 
were an acceptable prefent to the crew ; not 
from the want of provifions , which were plen- 
tiful in every kind, but from a change of di^t. 
Any fort of freflb meat was preferred by moft on 
board to fait. The Captain himfelf was now, 
for the firfk time, tired of the falted meats of 
the fhip; and though the flefh of the penguins 
could fcarcely vie|with bullock's liver, its frefh* 
nefs was fufficient to render it comparatively' 
agreeable to the palate. To the bay in which he * , 
bad been, he; gave the name of Possession 
Bay *. 

The land in which this bay lies , was at firfl 
judged by our navigators to be part of a great 
continent. But, upon coafting round the whole ^ 
country , it was proved to a demonftration that 
it was only an ifland of feventy leagues in circuit.. 
In honour of his Majefty, Captain. Cook called 
it the Isle of Georgia f. It could fcarcely 
have been thought that an ifland of no greater 
extent than this , fituated between the latitude 

* It is fituated in the latitude of S4* s' touth , and in 

longitude of 37* 18' weft. 

* f It is fituated between the latitudes of n* 5?' a^^d 
^4* 57' fowthj and between j^** ij' and 35* 34' weft 

longitude. 
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Chap, of fifty-four and fifty-five , fhould, In a" manner, 
V. be wholly covered, many fathoms deep, with 
1575. frozen fnow, in the height of fummer. The fides 
and fuinmits of the lofty mountains were cafed 
with fnow and ice; and an incredible quantity 
lay in the valleys. So immenfe was the quantity, 
that our Gommander did not think that it could 
be the produce of the ifland. Some land , there- 
fore, which he had feen at a diftance, induced 
him to believe that it might belong to an exten- 
five tradl ; and gave him hopes of difcovering % 
continent. 'In this refpedl , however , he was 
difappointed ; but the difappoiptment did not fit 
heavy upon him; fmce to judge of the bulk by 
the apprehended fatnple , it would not have been 
Nvorth the difcovery. It was remarkable that 
our voyagers did not fee a river, or a ftream of 
frefh water , on the whole coaft of the Ifle of 
Georgia. Captain Cook judged it to be highly 
probable that there are no perennial fprjngs in 
the country; and that the interior parts, in con- 
fequence of their being much elevated , never 
enjoy heat enough to melt the fnow in fufficienO 
quantities to produce a river or ftfekm of waten 
In Tailing round the ifland, our' navigators were 
almoft continually involved in a thick mifl; fo 
tliat, for any thing they knew to the contrary, 
they might be furrounded with dangerous rocks. 
as January. The Captain, on the twenty-fifth of the month,' 
fteered from the Ifle of Georgia, and, on the 
ar. twenty-feventh , computed that he was in latitude 
fixty, fouth. Farther than this he did not intend 
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to go , unlefs fome certain figns of foon meeting C H a ?• 
with land fhould be difcovered. There was now V. 
a long hollow fwell frojpi the weft, which was a 1775- 
ftrong indication that no land was to be met 
with in that diredlion ; and hence arofe an 
additional proof of what has already been remark- 
ed , that the extenfive coaft, laid down in Mr. 
Dalrymple's chart of the ocean between Africa 
and America, an4 the Gulph of St. Sebaftian 
doth not exift. Not to mention the various 
iflands which were feen in the profecution of 
the voyage, and the names that were given to 
them , I Ihall only advert to a few of the more 
material circumftances. ^ On an elevated coaft , 
which appeared in fight upon the thirty-firft, 31 Janaar^^. 
our Commander beftowed the appellation of the 
Southern Thule. The reafon of his giving 
it this name was , that it is the moft fouthern 
land that had ever yet been difcovered *. It is 
every where covered with fnow, and difplays 
a furface of vaft height. On this day , our 
voyagers were in no fmall danger from a great 
wefterly fwell , which fet right upon the fhore, , 

and threatened to carry them on the moft 
horrible coaft in the world. Happily, the difco- 
very of a point to the north , beyond which no 
land could be feen , relieved them from their 
apprehenfions. To the more diftinguilhed tradls ' 
#f country , which were difcovered from the 

* Its latitude is 59* ij' jo" fouth, and its longitude 
27* 4s' weft. 



62 THE LIFE OF 

e H A p. thirty-firfl; of January to the fixth of February, 
V. Captain Cook gave the names of Cape Bristol, 
177s. Cape Montagu, Saunders's Lsle, Candlemas 
31. Jan. Isles, and Sandwich's Land. The laft is either 
<Feb. 21 group of iflands, or elfe a point of the conti- 
nent. For that there is a trad of land near the 
pole, "which is the fource of raoll of the ice that 
is fpread over this vaft Southern Ocean , was 
the Captain's firm opinion. He alfo thought it 
probable, that this land muft extend fartheft to 
the north where it is oppofite to the Southern 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Ice had always been 
found by him farther to the north in thefc oceans 
than any where elfe , and this he judged could 
not be the cafe, if there were not land of con- 
fiderable extent to the fputh. However , the 
greateft part of this fouthern continent, if it 
adually exifts, muft lie within the polar circle, 
where the fea is fo encumbered with ice, that 
the land is rendered inacceffible. So great is the 
rifque which is run , in examining a coaft in 
thefe unknown and icy feas, that our Command- 
er, with a modeft and well-grounded boldnefs, 
could affcrt , that no man would ever venture 
farther than he had done; and that the lands 
which may lie to the fouth will never be ex- 
• plored. Thick fogs , fnow ftorms , intcnfe cold , * 
and every thing befide that can render naviga- 
tion dangerous, muft be encountered; all which 
difficulties are greatly heightened by the inexprcf- 
Tibly horrid afpedt of the country. It is a country 
doomed by nature never once to feel the warmth 
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of the fun's rays, but to lie buried in everlafting Chap. 
fnow and ice. Whatever jports tjiere may be V. 
on the coall, they are almoft entirely covered l^^S^ 
with frozen fnow of a vaft thicknefs. If, how- 
ever , any one of them Ihotild be fo far open as 
to invite a fhip into it , fhe would run the rifque 
of being fixed there for ever, or of coming out 
in an ica ifland. To this it may be added, that 
the iflands and floats on the coaft, the great falls 
from the ice cliffs in the port, or a heavy fnow 
florm , attended with a fharp.froft, might be 
equally fatal. 

Nothing could exceed the inclination of Cap- 
tain Cook, if it had been practicable, to penetrate 
farther to the fouth : but difficulties like thefe 
were not to be furraounted. If he had rifqued 
ail that had been done during the voyage , for 
the fake of difcovering and exploring a coaft, 
which , when difcovered and explored , would 
have anfwered no end whatever , or have been 
of the leaft ufe either to navigation or geography, 
or indeed to any other fcience, he would juftly 
have been charged with inexcufable. temerity. He 
determined , therefore , to alter his courfe to the 
caft,, and to fail in ^ueft 6f Bouvet*s Land, the 
cxiftence of which was yet to be fettled. Accord- 
ingly , this was the principal objed of bis 
purfuit, from the fixth to the twenty-fecOnd of cu^. 
the month. By that day he had run down *^ 
thirteen degrees of longitude, in the very latitude 
afljgned for Bouvet's Land. No fuch land, 
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6 H A P. however , was difcovered ; nor did any proofs 
V. occur of the exiftence of Cape Circumcifion* 
1775, Our Commander was at this time no more than. 
two degrees of longitude from the route he had 
taken to the fouth, when he left the Cape of 
Good Hope. It would , therefore , have been 
to no piirpofe to proceed any farther to the eaft 
in this parallel. But being defirous of determining 
the queftion concerning fome land that was fup- 
pofed to have been feen more to the fouth , he 
d/reded his couife for the fituation in which the 
difcovery of it might be expeded. Two days 
were fpent by him in this purfuit , to no efFec* 
tual purpofe. After having run over the place 
where the land was injagined to lie , without 
meeting with the leaft figns of any, it became 
certain that the ice iflands had deceived out 
navigators as well as Mn Bouvet ** 

Captain Cook had now made the circuit of 
the fouthern ocean in a high latitude, and tra- 
verfed it in fuch a manner as to leave not the 
le^ft room for the poffibility of there being a 
continent , unlefs near the pole , and out of the 
reach of navigation. By twice vifiting the tropical 
fea , he had not only fettled the lituation of fomc 
old difcoveries , but made many new ones ; and , 
indeed, even in that part, had left little more 
to be accomplifhed. The intention of the voyage 
had, in every refpecl, been fully ^nfwered^ and 
the fouthern hemifphere fuflSciently explored* A 

, * Cook's Voyage J ubi fupra, p. ^07 — 2 J 8* 

final 
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final end was hereby put to the fetching aftet G li A p. 
a fouthcm continent , >?«rhich , for nearly two V. 
ceilturies paft ^ had oceafionally engroffed the il???^ 
attention of forae of the maritime poAVers , and 
had been urged with great ardour by philo- 
fophers and geographers in different ages. 

The great purpofe of his navigation round thd 
globe being thus completed, the Captain began 
to diredt his views towards England. He had, 
indeed , fome thoughts of protrading his courfe 
a little longer, for the fake of revifiting the place 
where the French difcovery is faid to be fituated- 
Biit, upon mature deliberation, he determined 
to lay afide his intention. He confidered that^ 
if this difcovery had really been made , the end 
Would be as fully anfwered as if .it had been 
done by himfelf. It could only be an ifland ; and 
if a judgrtient might be Jorraed ffom the degred 
of cold which our voyagers had experienced iri 
that latitude, it could not be a fertile One. Be- 
fides , our Commander would hereby have beeri 
kept two months longer at fea, and that in ^ 
tempeftuous latitude , with which the Ihip was^ 
iiot in a condition X6 ftfuggle. Her fails and 
rigging Were fo much worn , that fomething Was 
giving way every hout; and there was nothing 
left, either to repair or to replace them. The 
provilions bf the veffcl were in fuch a ftate of 
decay, that they afforded little no uri lament, and 
the company had been long without refreflmients. 
Indeed, the. crew were yet healthy, and would 
chearfully have gone wherever the Captain judged 

Vol. 11. F 



66 T H E L I F E OP 

Chap, it proper to lead them; but he was fearlFul left 
V. the fcurvy fhould lay hold of them , at a time 
I???- when none of the remedies were left by which 
it could be removed. He thought , like wile, 
that it would have been cruel in him to have 
continued the fatigues and hardjQhips they were 
perpetually expofed to, longer than was abfo- 
lutely neceffary. Throught)ut the whole voyage, 
they had merited by their behaviour every in- 
dulgence which it was in his power to beftow- 
Animated by the condudl of the officers, they 
had IKewn that no difficulties or dangers which- 
came in their way were incapable of being fur- 
piounted"; nor had their adivity, courage, and 
chearfulnefs been in the leaft abated by the fepa- 
' ration from them of their confort the Adventure. 

' From all thefe, confiderations , which were 

evidently the didates of wifdom and humanity. 
Captain Cook was induced to fpend no longer 
time in fearching for the French difcoveries, 
and to .fteer for the Cape of Good Hope. He 
determined , however , to dire<fl his courfe ia 
fuch a manner as to look for the Ifles of Deni^ 
and Marfeveen , which are laid down in Dr. 
Halley's variation chart '^. After failing in the 
as Feb. proper latitudes , 'from the twenty-fifth of Febrii^ 
ary to the thirteenth of March , no fuch illands 
were difcovered. Nothing, indeed, had beei> 

* They are laid down in the latitude of 41* I fouth , 
imd about 4^ of longitude tp the eaft of the meridian of 
Uie Cape of Good Hope. 
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feeh that could encourage our voyagers to per- C H a if. 
fevere in a Tearch after them'; and "much' time ' V. 
could not now be ipai:ed , either for the purpofe ^7^3^^' 
pf finding them, or of'proving thejr non-exiflehce. 
Every otie on 'board was for goodreafbns ini- 
patieht to get into port. The Captain , therefore, 
tould po longer avoid yielding to the general 
"wiflies , and refolving to proceed to the 'Cape', 
without farther delay f. * . © . 

Soon aiFteV our Commander had* come to this 
determination , he demanded of the officers and 
petty officers , in purFuance of his inftrudlions , 
the log-tooks and journals' they, had kept; 
"which were delivered to him accordingly , and 
fealed up for the infpecflion of 'the Admiralty. 
He enjoined them , alfo , and the whole crew, 
pot to divulge 'where ihey had been , till they 
■were permitted to do fo by their lordfhips ; an 
injupdlion , a compliaiiee ' with which might 
probably be rendered fomewliat difficult , from 
the natural tendency there is in men to relate the 
extraordinary en'terprizes and adventures wherein 
they have been cdnccrned. 

As the R^efolution approached towards the 
Cape of Good Hope , flie fell in firft with a 
iDiitch Eaft Indiam^ra from Bdngal , commanded 
by Captain Bofch , and next With an Englifli 
Indiamah > being the T rue Briton , from China, 
of which Captain Broadly was the coramander. 

J- He was at tliis time in the latitude of 38* 38' fontlj, 
^nd the longitude of 23° 37' eait. ' • 
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Chap. Mr. Bofch very obligingly offered to our n^vi- 

V. gators fugar, arrack, and whatever he had to 

X775. fpare ; and Captain Broadly , with the moft 

ready generofity , fent them frefli provifions , 

tea, and various articles which could not fail 

« 

of being peculiarly acceptable to people in their 
fituation. Even a parcel of old news-papers fur- 
nifhed no flight gratification to perfons who had 
fo IcJrig been deprived of obtaining any intelli- 
gence concerning their country and the ftate of 
Europe. From thefe vcflels Captain Cook receiv- 
ed fome information with regard to what had 
happened tp the Adventure , after her feparation 
from the Refolution. 
aa March. Qn Wednefday the twenty-fecond of March *, 
he anchored in Table Bay ; where he found 
fcveral Dutch fhips , fome French , and the Ceres, 
an Englifli Eaft Indiaman , bound diredly for 
England , under the command of Captain Newte. 
By this gentleman he fent a copy of the pre- 
ceding part of his journal, fome charts, and 
other drawings, to the Admiralty f. 

During the circum-pavigation of the globe , 
from the period of our Cjlommander's leaving the 
Cape of Good Hope to his return to it again, 
he had failed no lefs than twenty thoufand 
leagues. This was an extent of voyage nearly 
ecjual to three times the equatorial circumference 

* With our navigators , who had failed round the world , 
it was Wednefday the twenty - fecpnd of Mareh ; ' but at 
the Cape of Good Hope it was Tuefday the twenty-firft. 

t Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 2J9 — 249. 
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ef the earth , and which had never been accom- C H a f, 
plifhed before, by any fl)ip, in the fame compafs V. 
of duration. In fuch a cafe, it could not be a 177s. 
matter of furprife , that the rigging and fails of 
the Refolution Ihould be effentially damaged, 
iind even worn out: and yet, in all this great 
run , which had been made in every latitude 
between nine and feventy-one, Ihe did not fpring 
either low-maft,top-raaft, lower or topJail yard; 
nor did fhe fo much as break a lower or top-maft 
fhroud. Thefe happy circumftances were owing 
to the good properties of the veffel , and the 
Angular care and abilities of her officers *. 

On the remainder of the voyage it is not ne- 
ceffary to enlarge. Though it was conduded with 
the fame attention to navigation and geography, 
and with the fame fagacity in marking whatever 
was worthy of obfervation, neverthelefs , as it 
was not employed in traverfing unknown feas, 
or in difcovering countries that had not been 
heard of before, it may be fufficient briefly to 
mention the places at which Captain Cook 
touched, before his arrival in England. The repairs 
of the fhip having been completed , and the ne- 
ceflary ftores gotten on board , together with a 
frefh fupply of provifions and water, he left the 
Cape of Good Hope on the twenty-feventh of ^^ Afril, 
April , and reached the Ifland of St. Helena on 
the fifteenths of May. Here he ftaid till the 5 May, 
twenty-firft, when he failed for the Ifland of 

* Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 265 > 2^^. 
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Chap Afcenfion., where > he ^ anchored on. the tvverity* 

V. eighth. Frorh this place h^, direfted his co.urfe; 

17"^. Q^^ ^he. thirty-firft, fot the Iflan.d of Fernando de 

as v.ay. JJoronha, at. tvhich he arrived On the ninth of 

vJtinc June. ^ ., ;, -• . , ,. 

lu the progrcfs of the voyage i. oui: Commanded 
jnade an experiment upon thfe ftill for procuring 
freflb water; and .the^refult of thejtrijil %yas, that 
the invention is ufefnl upbn .the. whole , but that 
tq trnft entirely * to it wovM by ila itiQaiis .be 
advifoble. Indeed, provided there i*^ pot a fCarcitjr 
of fiicl , and the toppers are good, as nfmoH 
•Water m?iy be.obtaJnied as^will fupport life; but 
no. eiforts will be ,abl6 to procuri? a c}uantity 
fufl?cient f6r the prefervatiqn of health , efpecially 
^n hot .climates. Captain . Cook was. convinced^ 
by experience, that nothing contributes more 
to the health of feameri^ thari having plenty of 
water. . , > . , . . ' . 

iVJuiy. . Oh the fourteenth of July. ^ the Captain c'amd 
to an aAchor in tite Bay of Fayal , orie of th6 
Azores Iflandsj His foJe defign in flopping her^^ 
was to give Mr. Walea an. opportunity of fin,d* 
ing the rate of the \yatch , that her,eby he jnigbt 
be enabled to fi^ the longitude of thefe iflands 
with the greater degree of certainty. NoXdoqcr; 
therefore , bad our Commander anchored, than 
be fent ah officer, to wait rin the.Enghfli conful, 
mid CO acquaint the governpr with the arrival of 
'aur,navJgators , requeftihg his permiflTibn for IVIt 
Wales to make obfervations on fhore , for the 
j)urpofe noW mefttiohed. Mi:. Dettt, Vrho tliett 
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A<fled as conful, not only obtained this pernniflion, C ft a A' 

V. 

»775v 



but accommodated Mr. Wales with a convenient 
place in bis garden, to fet up his inftruments; 

This objedl being accomplifhed , Captain Cook 
prdceeded , on the nineteenth , with all .expedition 
for England. On the thirtieth of the Wme month, 
he anchored at Spithead , and landed at Portf^ 
mouth , having been abfent from Great Britain 
three years and eighteen days, in which timitf, 
^nd undet all changes of climate , he had loft bUt 
foui" mea, and only one of them by fxcknefs ** 

* Vofyage^ ubifupra^ p; 268 — «89i 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 



The Hiffory of Captain Cook'S Life , from the Condujtr 
on of his fecond Voyage round the World , to the 
Commencement of his Voyage to the Pacifip Ocean. 

T' 
HE able manner in ^vhich Captain Cook had 

VI. conduced the preceding voyage, the difcoveries 

1775 • he had made , and his complete deteripination of 

the grand poiot he had been fent to afcertaiin , 

juftly and powerfully recommended him to the 

protection and encouragement of all thofe who 

had patronized the undertaking. No alteration 

had occurred, during his abfence, in the Prefi- 

dcncy of the Admiralty department. The noble 

Lord, whpfe extenfive views had taken fuch a 

lead in the plans of navigation and difcovery , 

(lill continued at the head of that board ; and ife 

could not be otherwife than a high fatisfadion to 

him thatfo extraordinary a degree of fuccefs had 

attended his defigns for the enlargement of fcience. 

His lordfhip lofl no time in reprefenting Captain 

Cook's merits to the King: nor did his Majefty 

ftand in need, of felicitations to fhew favour to a 

man who had fo eminently fulfilled his royal and 

munificent intentions. Accordingly, our navigat- 

9 iluguft* or, on the ninth of Auguft, was raifedto the 

rank of a Poll Captain. Three days afterwards, 

he Received a more diftinguifhed and fubftantial 
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mark of the approbation of Government ; for life C h A p. 
•was then appointed a Captain in Greenwich VL 
Hofpital; a fituatio^n which was intended to afford .l^^6^ 
him a pleafmg and honourable reward for bis 
illuftrious labours and ferviccs *, 

It will eafily be fuppafed that the lovers of 
fcience would, in general, be peculiarly attentive 
to the efFeds refulting from Captain Cook's difr 
coveries. The additions he had made to the 
knowledge of geography , navigation , and aftro- 
I nomy, and the new views he had opened of the 
diverfified ftate of human life and hianrterSj could 
not avoid commanding their efteem, and exciting 
their admiration. With many perfons of philo- 
fophic literature he was in the habits of intimacy 
and friendfliip ; and he was particularly acquainted 
with Sir John Pringle , at that time Prefident of 
the Royal Society. It was natural , therefore , 
that his fcientific friends fhould wifh him to be- 
come a member of this learned body ; the confe- 
quence of which was , that , in the latter end of 
the year 1775, he was propofed as a candidate 1775; 
for eledlion. On the twenty-ninth of February, ajFeb^ 
1776, he was unanimoufly chofen; and he was 
admitted on the feventh of March t. That fame 7 M^wii. 
evening , a paper was read , which he had ad- 
dreffed to Sir John Pringle, containing an account 
of the method he had taken to prefer ve the healtlj 

* From the books of the Admiralty. 

t From the regifter of the Royal Society , and the inform* 
ation of Mr. Plants. 
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C H ii F. <jf thie crew of his tnajefty's ffiip the RefolutIori{ 

. VI. 4uring her voyage round the world *. Ano^ 

J^^6i ther paperj at the requeft of the Prefident , wa$ 

^, cammunicated by him ^ orl the eighteenth of 

iiAinX. j^pi-ii^ relative to the tides in the South Seas; 

The tides particulatlj?'(5Confidered were tbofc in 

the Endeavour River , on the eaft coaft of NeW 

Holland f. 

A ftill greater honbur wa$ in referve for Cap* 
.tain Cook than the eledion of him to be ^ 
coirimon .member of the Royal Society. It was 
rcfplVtd by Sir John Pringle, and the Council 
of the Society ^ to beftow upon him the eftimable 
prize of thegt)!d medal, for the beft experimental 
jpaper of the year ; and no determination could 
be founded in greater wifdom and juftice. , If 
Captain Cook had made no important difcoveries, 
if he hid not dej^ermined the queftioH concerning 
a fottthern continent, his hame would have been 
entitled to immortality, on account of his humane 
attention to> and his unparalleled fucccfs in pre- 
ferving the lives and health of hi3 feamen. He 
bad good reafon , upon thit head , to affume the 
pleafurable^ but moaeft language^ with which he 
has concluded his narrative of his fecond naviga- 
tion round the globe: " Whatever 5 " fays hej 
** may be the public judgment about other mat- 
• '* ters, it is with real fatisfadion , and without 

5* claiming any merit but that of attention td 

* 

* Philofophical Tranfadlions , vol. Ixvi. p. 40s. — 40 (ft 
t Ibid. K 447 — 44^. 
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^ itiy. duty i .that I can confclilde this account C h a ip: 
^ " with ^n obfervation, which fads enable me to VI. 
*^ ,make-, that, Giir havirig difcovered the pbflibi^- k77(Ji 
" Ijty of prefeirving health among a numerous 
*' fhip^s company; (or fuch a length of time, irt 
" fuch varieties of climate , and amidft fuch 
continued hardlhifjp arid fatigues; ivill m?ik^ 
this voyage r.ehnarkable , in the opiaiph of 
^^ every benevolent pqrfoh , when the difpute^ 
" about thfe Squthern Continent fliall have ceafed 
** to . engage thq, attention ^ and to divide t\r6 
" judgment df philofopherv^ *i " 

It was the cuflom of Sir Jt>hri Pringle ; at the 
ilelivety of Sir .Godfrey Copley's annual medal ; 
ko giv6 gh elaborate difcourfe ^ containing the 
iiiftory of that p^rt of fcietice for the improve^ 
inent of which the medal was conferred^. Uport 
the prefent bccafion , the Prefident had a fubjedl 
^ to enlarge upbn , 'svhich was j3erfedlly congenial 
Jto. his difpofitibu and ftiidies; His own life had 
been. much employed in pointing but the means 
^vhich tended not only to cure, but lo prev^ent; 
the^ difeafes of mankind ; and , therefore , it wais 
,"with peculiar pleafur^ and affedion that he cele- 
brated the cb^dud of his friend; who, by pre'- 
•qaiitioris equally w^fe and fimpfe, had rendered 
.the circum- navigation of the globe, fo far as 
fjealth is concferncd , quite a ha'rmlefs finder tank- 
ing f. Towards the begiitninjg of his difconrfe, 

* Cook*s fecond voyage, vol. ii. p. 2^\\ 

y tife of Sir John Pringle, prefixed to ^ Six biif^ 
Juries, p. xlii. "Xiiii, * 
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Chap. Sir John juftly afks, ^* What enquiry can be So 
VI. " ufeful as that, which hath for its objcd the 
l^^6p " faving the lives of men? and when fhall we 
" find one more fuccefsful than that before us? 
*' Here , " adds the Prefident , " are no vain 
^ boaftings of the empiric, nor ingenious and 
^^ delufive theories of the dogmatift ; but a con- 
** cife ^ndartlefs, and an incontefted relation of 
*' the means, by which, under Divine favour, 
^ Captain Cook , with a conipany of a hundred 
^ and eighteen men , performed a voyzgt of 
^^ three years and eighteen days, throughout all 
<* the climates, from fifty -two degrees north to 
^* feventy-one degrees fouth, with the lofs of 
^^ only one man by ficknefs t« — I would now 
^' enquire , " proceeds Sir John Pringle , " of the 
*' moft convcrfant in the ftudy of bills of morta^* 
*' lity, whether, in the mofl; healthful climate, 
^' and in the beft condition of life , they have 
^ ever found fo fmall a number of deaths , within 
^' that fpace of time? flow great and agreeable 
^^ then muft our furprize be , after perufme the 
^' hiftories of long navigations in former days, 
^^ when fo many perilhed by marine difeafes, 
^* to find the air of the fea acquitted^ of all ma-^ 
" lignity , and, in fine, that a voyage round the 

t Mr, Patten , furgeon to the Refolution , informed Sir 
John Pringle, that this one man, who died of a con- 
fumption terminating in a dropfy, began fo, early to com- 
plain of a cough and other confumptive fymptoms , which 
had never left him , that his lungs muft have been afFefted 
before, he came on board. 
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^^ world may be undertaken with lefs danger , Chap*. 
perhaps, to health, than a common tour in VL 
Europe! " i77^- 

In the progrefs of his difcourfe , the Prefident 
recounted the dreadful calamities and deftrudion 
the fcurvy had heretofore brought upon mariners 
in voyages of great length ; after which he 
pointed out at large , and illuftrated with his 
own obfervations , the methods purfued by Cap- 
tain Cook for preferving the health of his men. 
In conclufion , Sir John remarked , that the 
Royal Society never more cordially or more me- 
ritorioufly beftowed the gold metal , that faithful 
fymbol of their efteem and affedion. " For if , " 
fays he , " Rome decreed the civic crown to him 
^' who faved the life of a fingle citizen, what 
^* wreaths are due to that man , who having / 

" himfelf faved many, perpetuates in your Tranf- 
adions the means by which Britain may now, 
on the moft diftant voyages, preferve numbers 
of her intrepid fons , her mariners i who, brav- 
ing every danger , have fo liberally contributed ^ 
^^ to the fame , to the opulence , and to the 
" maritime empire , of their country f * " 
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* Sir John Pringle's Six Difcourfes, p. 149 — 14^^ 
399. — It cannot but be acceptable to infert here, from 
the conclufion of Captain Cook's fecond voyage , his enu- 
meration of [thefeveral caufes, to which, und^r the care 
of- Providence, the uncommon good ftate of health , ex- 
perienced by his people y was owing. ^* in the introduc- 
tion , " ^' fays he , " mention has been made of the ex- 
traordinary attention paid by the admiralty , in caufing 
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Chap. Qne circumftance! alone was wanting ter P9tn- 
V7. plete the pleafure and celebrity arifing from tHe 

' fuch articles to be put pnboar^, as either from e^pe- 
•' rience or fuggeftibn it was judged would t|£nd to preferve 
" the Health of the feamen. I Ihall riot trefpafs upon the 
f reader's time in irientioning them all, but confine myfelf 
" to fuch as wer^ found the mofl; ufeftil. 

" "Wp were fijrniftie^ with a quantity pf 9iaU, c^ 

f' which was made Svpeet vport. To fuch of the men as 

^' Ihevved the leaft fymptoms of the fcurvy ; ancl alfi) . 

^^ to fuch as were thought to be threatened with tliat 

diforder, this was given, from on^ to two or three 

pint^ a day each ^i^n ; or in iuch proportion ^ the 

'' furgeon found negelT^y, which foinetimes amounted tp 

*' three quarts. This is , without doubt , one of the 

beft antifcorbutic fea-medicines yet difcovered ; and , if 

^' ufed in time, will, with proper attention to other things, 

I am perfuaded, prevent the fcurvy from making 'any 

prc^efe for a con/iderable while. Put I am not alto- 

'' gether of opinion th^lt it will cure it at fea. 

" Sojtr Krout^ of which we had a large quantity, i^ 
" not only a wholefome vegetable food , but , in my 
*' judgment , highly antifcorbutic'; anci ' it fpoils not by 
" keeping. A pound of this was ferved to each man', 
when at fea, twice a week, or oftener, a^ wa§ thought 
neceffary. ' */ 

" Pmtaltle Srotb ^^as gnother greaLt article , pf wWqU 
we had a large fupply! An ounce of this to each man, 
or fuch other proportion as circumftances pointed out, 
*' was boiled in their peafe , three days in the' week ; and 
•' when we were in places' where vegetables were to be 
'^' got, it was 'boiled with them', and wheat or oatmeal', 
^^ every morning for breakfaft ; and alfo with peafe and 
■' vegetables for dinner. It enabled iis ' to make feveral 
*' ncurilhing and wholefome melfes , and was the mean's 
of making the people eat a greater quantity of veget- 
ables than they would otherwife have done', " 
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rfffignment of Sir Godfrey Copley's medal. Gap- G H a K. 
tain Cook was not himfclf prefent, to hear the VI. 

^^ Rob of Lemon and Orange , is an antifcorbutic we 
^' were not without. The furgeon made ufe of it in many 
" cafes , with great fuccefs. 

^' Araongft tlie articles of victualling , yf^ were fupplied 
." with Sugar in the ropm of Oil ^ and with Wheat for 
" a part of our Oatmeal; ancj were certainly gainer? by 
^' the exchange. Sugar , I apprehend , is a very good 
antifcorbutic ; whereas oil ( fuch as the navy is ufually 
fupplied with) , I am of opinion has the contrary 
" effed. '" ' ' ' ' 

" But the iutrpduftipn qf the mqll falutary articles, 
either as prqvifions or medicinfe^, ^^ generally prove 
unfuccefsfpl , pnlefs fupported by certain regulatipns. 
" On this principle % many yearns experience, togethej 
^' with fpme hint§ I }ia(i from Sir Hug|^ Pallifer , Captains 
" Campbell , Willis , and other intelligent officers , enabled 
" me to lay a plan iiyhereby all wa? to be gqvernQd. 

*•' The crew were at three watches , except upon fome 
^* extraordinary occafions. By this means they w^re not 
" fp much expofed to the weather as if they, had been at 
" watch and w^tch ; and had generally dry cloaths to fliift 
^' themfelves / when they happened to get wet. Care was 
alfp taken, tp exppfe ^hqm a^ little to wef weather as 
poffible. 

Prpper methods ^ere ufed to keep their perfong 
hammocks , be4dirig , cloaths ^ &p. conftantly clean and 
dr)'. Equal care was taken tp keep thp ihip clean and 
'* dry betwixt decks. Once or twice a week me was aired 
^* with fires ; and when t}iis could not be done , (he wag 
fmoked .with gunpowder , mixed \yith yinegar or water. 
I had alfo, frequently, a fire made in ar^ iron pot, at 
the bottom of the well, which was qf^reat ufe in 
purifying the air in the lower parts Of the Oiip. To this^, 
and t* ckaalinefs , as well in the fhip as amongft the 






CrC 
4< 



go THE t I F E OF 

Chap, difcourfe of the Prefident , and to receive tbfe, 
VI. honour confeirred upon him. Some months before 

" people , too great attention cannot be paid : the leaft 
'' negledt occafions a putrid an4 difagreeable fmell below, 
**' which nothing but fires will remove. 

•' Proper attention was- paid to the fliip's coppers, fo 
** that they were kept conftantly clean. >, 

" The fat, which boiled out of the fait beef and 
" pork , I never fuffered to be given to the people ; being 
" o/'opinion that it promotes the fcurvy. 

" I was careful to take in water wherever it was to 
** be got; even though we did not want it. Becaufe I 
" look upon frefli water from the fhore , to be more 
** wholefome than that which has been kept fome time 
" on board a fliip. Of this eflential article we were never 
'* at an allowance , but had always plenty for every necef- 
" fary purpofe. Navigators in general cannot, indeed^ 
*^ expe(fl, nor would they wifh to meet with fuch advan-' 
" tages in this refpedt , as fell to my lot. The nature of 
*' our voyage carried us into very high latitudes. But the 
** hardfliips and dangers infeparable from that fituation^ 
** were in fome de'gree compenfated by the fmgular feli- 
, " city we enjoyed , of extradting inexhauftible fupplies of 
*' frefli water from an ocean ftre;wed with ice^ 

*' We came to few .places , where either the art of 
*' man , or the bounty rf nature , had not provided fome 
** fort of refrefliment or other, either in the animal or 
*' vegetable way. It was my firft care to procure whatever 
" of any kind could be met with , by every means in my 
" power; and to oblige our people to make ufe thereof, 
** both by my example and authority ; feut the benefits arti-^ 
*' fmg from refrefliments of any kind foon became fo 
** obvious , that I had little occafion to recommend the 
*' one , or to exert the other *. " 

' In a lette* which Captain Cook wrote ta Sir John Pringle , 
juft before he embarked on his laft voyage , dated Plymouth 

♦ Vol. ii. p. 2S9 —•59'a. - ' 
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the anniverfary of St. Andrew's day , he had C ii a p» 
failed qn his lad expedition. The medal, there- VI. 
fore, was delivered into the hands of Mrs. Cook, X775* 
whofe f^tisfaAion at being entrufted with fo 
valuable a pledge of her hufband's reputation 
cannot be queftioned. Neither can it be doubted , 
but that the Captain , before his departure from 
England, was fully apprized of the mark o£ 
diftindlion which was intended for him by the 
Royal Society. 

Captain Cook ^ after the conclufion of his 
fecond voyage , was called upon to appear in the 
>vorld in the charafter of an author. In the account 
that was publifhed > by authority, of his former 
circum- navigation of the globe, as well as of 
thofe which had been performed by the Captains 
Byron, Carteret, and Wall is , it was thought 
requifite to procure the affiftance of a profeffed 
literary man , whofe bufinefs it fhould be to draw- 
up a narrative from the feveral journals of thefc 

Sound, July 7, iT7<^, he eXprefled himfelf as follows* 
** I entirely agree with you , that the dearnefs of the rob • 
** of lemons and of oranges will hinder them from being 
*' forniflied in large quantities. But 1 do not think this 
•* fo necdfary ; for, though they may aflift other ''things, 
** I have no great opinion of them alone. Nor have I a higher 
** opinion of vinegar. My people had it very fparingly du- 
** ring the late voyage, and, towards the latter part, none 
^^ at all; 'and yet we experienced no ill efFe^ from the * 
" want of it. The cuftom of walhing the infide of the Ihip 
*' with vinegar, I feldom obferved; thinking that fire and 
*' fmoke anfwered the purpofe much better *. " 

* Sir John Pringlc^s Six DiCcourrcs* p. aOO. 

Vol. II. 
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Chap. Commanders. Accordingly, Dr. Hawkefworth , 
VI as is univerfally known, was employed for the 
^n^' purpofe. In the prefent cafe, it was not efteem- 
ed necefiary to have recourfe to fuch an expe- 
dient. . Captain . Cook was juftly regarded as 
fufficiently qualified to relate his own ftory. 
His journal only requirecl to be divided into 
chapters , and perhaps to be amended by a few 
verbal corredions. It is not fpeaking extrava- 
gantly to fay , that , in point of compofition , his 
hiftory of his voyagd refleds upon him no fmall 
' degree of credit. Hisftyle is natural , clear, and 

manly ; being well adapted to the fubjecl and to 
his own charadl^r: and it is poffible that a pea 
of more ftudied elegance would not have given 
any additional advantage to the narration. lb 
was not till fome time after Captain Cook's leav- 
ing Englartd that the work was publiihed; but, 
in the mean while, the fuperintendence ,of it 
was undertaken by his learned and valuable 
JEfiend,Dr. Douglas, whofe late promotion to 
' the mitre hath afforded pleafure to every literary 
man , of every denomination. When the Voyage 
appeared, it came recommended by the accuracy 
and excellence of its charts, and by- a great variety 
of engriivings, from the curious and beautiful 
' drawings of Mr.. Hodges. This work was folio w- 
* ed by the publication of the original aftronorai- 
cal obfervations, which. had been made by Mr. 
Wales in the Refolution , and by Mr. Bayley in 
the Adventiire. It was at the expence of the 
Commiflioners of Longitude that thefe obfervati- 
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ons were made , and it was by their order that C k a p. 
they were printed. The book of Mr 'Wales VL 
and Mr. Bayley difplays, in the ilrongeft light, the 1776. 
fcientific ufe and value of Ciptain Cook's voyage *. 

Some of the circumftances which have now 
been mentioned , have defignedly been brought 
forward more early in point of time than fhould 
otherwife l^ave been done, in order to prevent 
any interruption in the courfe of the fubfequent 
narrative. 

Though Captain Cook was expedled to fit 
down in repofe , after his toils and labours , the 
defign of farther difcoveries wa's not laid afide^ 
The iHufion, indeed, of a term Aufiralis incognita^ 
to any purpofes of commerce,. colonization, and 
utility, had been difpelled: but there was another 
grand quefbion which remained to be determined; 
and that was the pradlicability of a northern 
paffage to tlie Pacific Ocean. 

* Befide the works which came from authority , Mr. 
George Forfter publifhed , in two volumes , quarto , " A 
■*' Voyage round the Worjd, in his Britannic Majefty's 
**^oop, Refolution. " This appeared in 1777. The next 
year, Dr. John Reinhold Forfter communicated to the 
public , in one volume , quarto , " Obfervations made^ 
*' during a Voyage round the World ,. on- Phyfical Geogra- 
^^ phy, Natural Jfiftory , and Ethic Philofophy". It need 
not be faid, that thefe works Contain much curious and 
ufeftil information. Mr. George Forfter having been thought 
to be guilty of fome mifreprefentations with regard to cer- 
tain facts , Mr. Wales wrote remarks upon his book , to 
which Mr. Forfter replied. As to one or tvv^o hafty and 
premature attempts to gratify d;c pwbiic curiofity , they ar§, 
not worthy to be noticed. 

G a 
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Chap. It had long been a favourite objed with naA^i* 
VI. gators, and particularly with the Englifh, to 
l^^S. difcover a Ihorter, a more commodious, and a 
iTfore profitable courfe of failing to Japan and 
China, and , indeed, to the Eaft Indies in general, 
than by making the tedious circuit of the Cape 
of Good Hope. To find a weftern paffage round 
North America, had been attempted by feveral 
bold adventurers, from Frobifher's firft voyage, 
in 1576, to thofe of James and of Fox, in 1631. 
T3y thefe expeditions a large addition was made 
to, the knowledge oF the northern extent of Ame- 
rica, and Hudfon's and Baffin's Bays were dit 
covered. But the wilhed-for paffage , on that 
fide, into the Pacific Ocean, wasftill unattained* 
Nor were the various atteAipts of our countrymen, 
' and of the Dutch, to find fuch a paffage, by 
laili^g round the north of Afia, in an eaftern 
diredlion , attended with better fuccefs. Wood's 
failure, in 1676, appears to have <:oncluded the 
long lift of unfortunate expeditions in that cen- 
tury. The difcovery , if not abfolutely defpaired 
of, had been unfuGcefsful in fuch a number x)f 
inftances, that it ceafed, for many years, to be 
jan objeA of purfuit* 

The queftion was again revived in the prefent 
century. Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the 
probability of a north-weft paffage through 
Hudfon's Bay, once more recalled the attention 

- ^ Introdudlion to Captain Cook's Voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean , p. xxviii. 
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of this country to that undertaking. In confe- Chap. 
quence of the fpirit by him excited. Captain. VI. 
Middleton was fent out by Government in 1741, 1776. 
and Captains Smith and Moore in 1746. But, 
though an adl of Parliament Bad been paffed , 
^^hich fecured a reward of twenty thoufand 
pounds to the difcovery of a paffagc , the ac- 
complifhment of this favourite objedl continued 
at as great a diftance as ever *. 

To afcertain a matter of fuch importance and 
magnitude in navigation , was referved to be 
another glory of his prefent majefty's reign. The 
idea was peculiarly fuited to the enlightened 
mind of the noble lord at the head of the Admi- 
ralty , and he adopted it with ardour. Preparatory 
to the execution of the defign, Lord Mulgrave 
failed with two fliips, to determine how far 
navigation was practicable towards the north pole. 
In this expedition , his lordlhip met with the 
fame infuperable difficulties which had been 
experienced by former voyagers. Neverthelefs , 
the expedlation of opening a communication ^ 
between the Pacific and Atlantic. Oceans, by a 
northerly courfe , was not abandoned ; and it 
was refolved that a voyage fhould be undertaken. 
for. that purpofe t. 

For the condudb of an enterprize , the opera- 
tions of which were intended to be fo new , fo 



^ Introdudtion to Captain Cook's Voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean , p. xxix. 

t Ibid. p. xxix. XXX. 
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€ H A p. extenfiivc, and fo various, it was evident that 
vr. great ability, fkil] , and experience were ind'if- 
i77>6. penfably neceffary f. That Captain Cook was o£ 
all men the beft qualified for carrying it into 
execution , was a matter that could not be called 
in queftion. But, ho\vever ardently it might be 
wiflied that he would take upon him the com- 
mand of the fqrvice , no one ;( not even his friend 
and patron. Lord Sandv/ich himfelf) prefumcd 
to folicit him upon the fubjedl. The benefits he 
had already conferred on fcience and navigation, 
and the labours and dangers he had gone th rough » 
^ were fo many and great, .that it was not deemed 
reafonable to aflc hini to engage in frefli perils. 
At the fame time, nothing could be more natural 
than to confult him upon every thing relative to 
the bufmefs ; and his advice was particularly 
requefted with regard to the propereft perfofi 
for conduding the voyage. To determine this 
point; the Captain, Sir Hugh Pallifer, and Mr. 
Stephens were invited to Lord Sandwich's to 
dinner. Here , befides taking into confideration 
•what officer fliould be recommended to his 
Majcfty for accomplilhing the purpofes in view, 
many things were faid concerning the nature of 
the defign. Its grandeur and dignity, the cdnfe- 
quences of it to navigation and fcience , and the 
completion it would ^ive to the whole fyftem 

, ' of difcoveries, were enlarged upon in thecourfc 
of the converfation. Captain Cook was fo firexl 

t Introdudlon , iibi fupra, p. xxix. xxx,^ 
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with the contemplation and'reprefentation of C h a p» 
the objed , that he ftarted up , and declared > VI. 
that he himfelf would undertake the diredion of 177^. 
the enterprize. It is eafy to fuppofe , with what 
pleafure*the noble lord, and the other gentlemen, 
received a propofal which was fo agreeable to 
their fecret wilhcs , and which they thought of 
the higheft importance towards attaining the 
ends of the voyage *. No time was loft by the 
Earli of Sandwich , in laying the matter before 
the King; and Captain Cook was appointed, to 
the command of the expedition, on the tenth of 
February., 1776 j: At the fame time, it w^ 10 Feb. 
agreed , that , on his return to England , he 
fhould be rcftored to his fituation at Greenwich; 
and, if no vacancy occurred during the interval, 
thie officer who fucceeded him was to refign in 

his favour tt- * 

. The commapd and the diredlion of the enter- 
prize being thus happily fettled, it became an 
objed; of great importance to determine what 
might be, the beft courfe that could be given to 
the voyage. All former navigators round tie 
globe had returned to Europe by the Cape of 
Good Hope. But to Captain Cook the arduous 
talk. was now affigned of attempting it by reaching 
the high northern latitudes between Afia and 
America; and the adoption of this refolution was, 

* From the information of the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Sandwicli. 

t From the books of the Admiralty, 
tt From Lord Sandwich's information. 

G4 
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Chap. I believe , the refiilt of his own refledions lipon 
VI. th'c fubjed* The ufual plan , therefore, of difco- 
177^. very was reverfed; fo that inftead of a paffage 
from the Atlantic to die Pacific, one from the 
latter into the former was to be tried. Whatever 
openings or inlets there might be on the eaft 
fide of America , that lie in a diredion which 
could afford any hopes of a paffage , it was 
wifely forefeen that the ultimate fuccefs of the 
expedition would depend upon there being an 
open fea between the weft fide of that continent 
and the extremities of Afia. Accordingly Captain 
Cook was ordered to proceed into the Pacific 
Ocean , through the chain of the new iflands 
which had been vifited by him in the fouthem 
tropic. After having .croffed the equator into the 
northern parts of tha^t ocean , he was then to hold 
fuch a courfe as might probably fix many in- 
terefting points in geography , and produce 
intermediate difcoverics , in his progrefs north- 
" ward to the principal fcene of his operations *. 
With regard to his grand objed , it was deter- 
mined , for the wifeft reafons , and after the moft 
mature deliberation and enquiiy, that upon his 
arrival on the coaft of New Albion , he Ihould 
proceed northward as far as the latitude of 65** , 
and not lofe any *time in exploring rivers or 
inlets, or upon any other account, until he l;iad 
gotten into that latitude f. 

* Introdudion , ubi fupra, p. xxx. xxxL 

t See thefe reafons reprefented at large in the admir- 
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To give every poffible encouragement to the Chap. 
profecution of the great defign in view , the , VI. 
motives of intereft were added to the obligations 177^. 
of duty. In the ad of Parliament which paffed ^ 
in 1745 , the reward of twenty thoufand pounds 
had been only held put to the fhips belonging to 
any of his Majejiys fubjcSs^ while his Majeftys 
own (hips were excluded. Another, and more 
capital defcdl of this ad was, that it confined 
the reward to fuch fhips alone as fhould difcover 
a paffage through Hudfon's Bay, By a new law, 
which paffed in 1776 , both thefc deficiencies 
were effedually remedied. It was now enaded, 
" That if any fliip belonging to any of his Ma- 
^' jelly's fubjeds , or to his Mflj^fiy > Ihall find ' 
" out, and fail through, any paffage hy fea, 
" between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans , in 
" any direBion , or parallel of the northern hemif- 
" phere, to the tiorthward of the 5:2* of northern 
^^ latitude, the owners of fuch fhips, if belonging 
" to anjf of his Majefty's fubjeds , or the com- 
/' mander ^ officers^ and feamen of fuch ship belonging 
" to his Majcjiy , fhall receive , as a reward for 
" fuch difcovery^ the fum of twenty thoufand 
" pounds *. '' , 

able Introdudioh to Captain Cook's laft voyage ; together 
with a curious and interefting account, never before pu- 
blifhed , of the methods which have been taken by the 
Hudfon's Bay Company, to explore the weftern parts of 
North America, extending from that bay,' p. xl.^*— li» 

* Introdudion, ubi fupra, p. xxxv, xxxvi; 
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That every thing might be done which could v 
facilitate the fuccefs of the grand expedition, 
Lieutenant. Pickerfgill was fent out, in 1776, 
with dii:edlions to explore the coafts of Baffins 
Bay; and , in the next year, Lieutenant Young 
was commiflioned not otily to examine tl^e 
weftern parts of that bay, but to endeavour to 
find a pafTage, on that fide, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific Ocean. Nothing was performed by 
cither of thefe geMlemen that promoted the pur- 
pofes of Captain Cook*s voyage f. 

7Vo veffels were fixed upon by government 
for the intended fervice; the Refolution, and the 
Difcovery. ' The command of -the former was 
given* to Captain Cook , and of the other to 
Captain Clerke. To the Refolution was affigned 
the fame complement of officers and men which 
fhe had during her preceding voyage; and the 
only difference in the eftablilhment of the Dif- . 
covery from that of the Adventure, was in the 
fmgle inftance of her having no marine officer 
on board. 

From the time of the two fhips being put into 
commillion, the greateft degree of attention and 
zeal was exerted by the Earl of Sandwich, and 
the reft of the Board of Admiralty^ to have them 
equipped in the moft complete manner. Both 
the veffels were fupplied with as much of every 
neceffary article as could conveniently be ftowed, 
and with the beft of each kind that could be pro- 



Introduction 5 ubi fiipra, p. xxxvii — xl. 
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cured. Whatever, likewife, the experience of C H a f. 
the former voyages had fhewn to be of any V^ 
utility in preferving the health of feamen, was i?^- 
provided in a large abundance. That fome per- 
manent benefit might be conveyed to the inhabit- 
ants of Otaheite, and of the other iflands of the 
Pacific Ocean, whom bur navigators might hap- . 
pen to vifit, it was gracioufly commanded by his 
Majefty that an aflbrtment of ufeful animals fliould 
be carried out to thofe countries. Accordingly, a 
bull, two cows with their calves, and feveral 
fheep , with hay and corn for their fubfiftence , 
were taken on board ; and it was intended to add 
other ferviceable animals to thefe , when Captain 
Cook fhould arrive at the Cape of Good Hope. 
With the fame benevolent purpofes, the Cap- 
tain was furnifiied with a fufficicnt quantity of 
filch of our European garden feeds , as could not 
fail of being a valuable prefent to the newly-dif- 
covered iflands , . by adding frefh fupplies oF 
food to their own vegetable produdlions. By 
order of the Board of Admiralty, many articles 
befides were delivered to our Commander, 
which were calculated , in various ways , to 
improve the condition of the natives of the other 
hcmifphere. Still farther to promote a friendly 
intercourfe with them , and to carry on a trafl^ic 
that might be profitable on both fides, an ample ' 
a-ffortment was provided of iron tools and trin- 
kets. An attention no lefs humane was extended 
to the wants of our own people. Some addi- 
tional clothing , adapted to a cold climate , \va$ 
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Chap, ordered for the crews of the two fliips ; and 
yi. nothing was denied to «ur navigators -that could 
ijl^. be fuppofed to be in the leaft conducive to their 
health , or even to their convenience. 

It was not to thefe things oply that the extra* 
ordinary care of Lord Sandwich , and of the 
other gentlemen at the head of the naval depart-. 
♦ ment , was confined. They were equally folicit- 
ous to afford every afliftance that was calculated 
to render the expedition of public utility. Seve- 
ral aftronomical and nautical inftruments were 
intrufted, by the Board of Lpngitude, to Cap- 
tain Cook, atid Mr. King his fecond Lieutenant; 
^vho had undertaken to make the neceffary -ob- 
fervations, during the voyage, for the improve- 
ment of aftronomy and navigation. It was origin- 
ally intended that a profeffed obfervator mould 
be fent out in the Refolution ; but the fcientific 
abilities of the Captain and his lieutenant render- 
ed the appointment of fuch a perfon abfolutely 
unneceflary. The cafe was fomewhat different 
with regard to the Difcovery. Mr. William 
Bayley , who had already given fatisfadory 
proofs, of his (kill and diligence as an obfervator, 
•while he was employed in Captain Furneaux's 
fhip, during the late voyage, was engaged a 
fecond time, in that capacity, and appointed to 
fail on board Captain Clerke's veffel. The de- 
partment of natural hiftory was afligned to Mr. 
Anderfon, the furgeoa of the Refolution, who 
was as willing as he was well qualified, to de-* 
fcribe every thing in that brajich of fpience which 
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Itould occur worthy of notice. From the re< Chap. 
marks of this gentleman. Captain Cook had VL 
derived confiderable affiftance in his laft naviga-. l^^6i 
tion ; efpecially with regard to the very copious 
vocabulary of the language of Otaheite, and 
the comparative Xpecimen of the languages of the 
other iflands which had- then been vifited. Theire 
were feveral young.mcn among our Commander's 
fea officers, who, under his diredlion, could 
be ufefully employed in conftrufting charts , in 
taking views of the coafts and headlands near 
which our voyagers might pafs , and in drawing 
' plans of the bays and harbours in which thcjr 
Ihould anchor. Without a conftant attention to 
this objed, the Captain was fenfible that his dif- 
coveries could not be rendered profitable to 
future navigators. That he might go out with 
^very help which could ferve to make the refult 
of the voyage entertaining to the generality of 
readers, as well as inftrucftive to the failor and 
the fcholar , Mr. Webber was fixed upon , and 
engaged to , embark in the Refolution, for the 
cxprefs purpofe of fupplying the unavoidable 
imperfedlipns of written accounts, by enabling 
our people to preferve , and to bring home , f uch 
drawings of the moft memorable fcenes of their 
tranfadions , as could only be executed by a pro- 
feffed and fkilful artift. 

As the laft mark of the extraordinary attention 
which the Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh PaHifer, 
and others of the Board of Admiralty Kad uni- 
formly fhewn to the preparation* for the expedi- 
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C H A P^ tjon , they went down to Long Reach , and fmid 
VL a vifit; to the (hips, on the eighth of June, to 
1776. examine whether every thing was completed 
sJuB«. conformably to their intentions and orders, and 
to the fatisfadlion of all who were to embark in 
the voyage. His lordfliip and. the reft of the 
Admiralty Board , together with feveral noble- 
men and gentlemen of their acquaintance, honour- 
ed Captain Cook,' on that day,, with their 
, company at dinner Both upon their coming on 
board and their going afliore , they were faluted 
with feventeen guns, and .with three cheers. 

As the fhips were to touch at Otaheite and 
the Society Iflands , it bad been determined not 
to omit the only opportu\iity which might ever 
offer of carrying Omai back to his native country. 
Accordingly, he left London, on the twenty- 
24. fourth of June, in company with Captain Cook; 
and it was with a mixture of regret and fatisfac- 
tion that he took his departure. When England^ 
and thofe who, during his ftay,%liad honoured 
him with their protection or friendfliip were 
fpoken of, his fpirits were fenfibly affeded , and 
it was with difficulty that he coufd refrain from 
tears. Bqt his eyes began to fparkle with joy, 
as foon as ever^ the converfation was turned to 
his own iflands. The good treatment he received 
in England had made a deep impreffion upon his 
mind; and he entertained the higheft ideas of 
the country and of the people. Neverthelefs the 
pleafin^ profpedl he now had before him of 
returning home, loaded with what, he wey 
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knew , woirfd there be efteemcd invaluable trea- Chap, 
fures , and the flattering hopje which the poffef- vi. 
fion of thefe afforded him of attaining to a iv^6^ 
diftinguiflied fuperiority among his countrymen , 
* were cdnfiderations which operated ^ by degrees , 
to fupprefs evfery uneafy fenfation. By the time 
he had gotten on board the fhip, he appeared to 
be quite happy. 

His Majefty had furnifhed Omai with an ample 
provifion of every article which our Englilh 
^navigators, during their former intercourfe with 
Otaheite and the Society Iflands , had obferved 
to be in any eftimatioa there , either as ufeful or 
ornamental. Many prefents, likewife , of the 
lame naiture , had been made him by Lord Sand- 
wich, Sir ilofeph Banks, and feveral other gen^ 
tlemen and ladies of his acquaintance. In fhort , 
both during his refidence in England , and at his 
departure from it, no method had been negleded, 
which could be calculated to render him the in- 
ftrument of conveying to the inhabitants of the 
iflands of the Pacific Ocean , the mod exalted 
ideas of the greatnefs and generofity of the Britiflx 
nation* 

* Captain Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean , Vol. i. 
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CHAPTER' THfi SEVEETR 



The Hijiory of Captain Cook's Life , from the Com- 
mencement of his Voyage to the Pacific Ocean , 
to his Death. 

Chap. JtLVERY preparation for the voyage being com- 
VII. pleted. Captain Cook received an order to pro- ^^ 
1776. ceed to Plymouth, and to take the Difcovery 4 
under his command. Havlog, accordingly, given 
the proper diredions to Cajptain Gierke, he failed 
from ther'Nore to the Downs, on the twenty- 
2S June, fifth of June. On the thirtieth of the fame months 
3®* he anchored in Plymouth Spund , where the 
Difcovery was already arrived. It was the eighth 
8 July. Qf jyjy. before our Commander received his in- 
ftrudions for the voyage; and, at the fame time', 
he was ordered to proceed, with the Refolution, 
to the Cape of Good Hope. Captain Clerkc, 
who was detained in London by fome unavoid- 
able circumftances, was to follow, as Ibon as 
he fliould join his fhip. 
z» In the evening of the twelfth. Captain Cook 

ftood out of Plymouth Sound , and purfued his 
courfc down the channel. It Was very early that 
he began his judicious operations for preferving 
17^ the health of his crew; for, on the feventeenth, 
the fhip was fraoked between the decks with 
gunpowder, and the fpare fails were well aired. 

On 
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On the thirtieth , the moon being totally eclipfed. Chap, 
the Captain obferved it with a night telefcope. VII. 
He had not, on this occafion, an opportunity »77^. 
of making many obfervations. The reafon was, 30 July, 
that the moon was hidden behind the clpuds the 
greateftpart of the time; and this was particularly 
the cafe , when the beginning and the end of 
total darknefs, and the end of the cclipfe, hap* 
pened. 

It being found that there was not hay and 
corn fufficient for the fubfiftence of the (lock of 
animals on board, till the arrival of our people 
at the Cape of Good Hope, Captain Cook deter-' 
mined to touch at TenerifFc. This ifland he 
thought better adapted to the purpofes of pro^ 
curing thefe articles , and other refreihments , 
than Madeira. On thefirft of Auguft, he anchored i Augufi 
in the road of Santa Cruz , and immediately 
difpatched ah officer to the Governor , who , 
■^ith the utmoft politenefs , granted every thing 
which our Commander requefted. 

Were a judgment to be formed from the ap- 
pearance of the country in the neighbourhood 
x>f Santa Cruz , it might be concluded that Te-^ 
neriffe is fo barren a fpot, as to be infufficient 
for the maintenance even of its own inhabitants. 
It was proved, however, by the ample fupplies 
which our navigators received, that the iflandefs 
had enough to fpare for vificers. The neceffary 
articles of refrelliment were procured at fuch 
moderate prices , as to confirm Captain Cook in 
his opinion, that Teneriffe is a more eligibly 

Vol. IL H 
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Chap, place than Madeira , for fhips to touch at which 

VII. are bound on long voyages. Indeed , the wine 

1776. of the latter iOand is far fdperior to that of the 

former; but then it can only be purchafed by a 

fuai of money proportionally larger. 

During the ihort ftay which the Captain made 
at TcnerifFe, he continued with great afliduity 
his af^ronomical obfervations ; and Mr. Ander- 
fon has not a little contributed to die farther 
knowledge of the country , by his remarks on 
its general ftate , its natural appearances , its pro- 
ductiotts , and its inhabitants. He learned from 
"a fenfiblc and well informed gentleman, who 
lefided in the ifland, that a Ihrub is common 
/> there, which agrees exadly with the defcription 
giv,^n by Tournefort and Linnaeus, of the tea 
ihrub ^ as growing in China and Japan. It is 
reckoned a weed, and every year is rooted, out 
in large quantities from the vineyards. The 
•, Spaniards, bowev^er, fometimes ufe it as tea, 
and afcribe to. it all the qiialities of that which 
is imported from China. They give it alfo the 
jiame of tea, and fay that it was found in the 
-country when the iflands were firfl: difcovered. 
Another botanical cyriofity is called the impregn- 
oted lemon ; which is a perfedl and diftindl 
lemon , enclofed within another , and differing 
from the outer one only in being a little more 
'globular. 

The air and climate of. Teneriffe are, in 

general , remarkably healthful , and particularly 

f-adapted to give relief in pulmonary complaints. 
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This the gentleman before mentioned cndea- C H a p. 
voured to account for from its being always in VII. 
a perfon's power to procure a different tempera- 1775 
ture of the air, by refiding at different heights 
in the ifland. He expreffed , therefore', his 
furprize that the phyficians of England fhould 
never have thought of fending their confum^ 
ptive patients to Teneriffe , inftead of Nice or 
Lifbon. 

Although it is not underftood that there is 
any great {imilarity between the manners of the 
Englilh and thofe of the Spaniards , it was 
obfervable , that the difference between them * 

%vas very little perceived by Omai. He only 
iaid , that the Spaniards did not appear to be fo 
friendly as the Englifli ; and that, in theirperfons, 
they approached to fome refemblance of his own 
countrymen '^. 

On the fourth , Captain Cook failed from 4 Auguft. 
Teneriffe, and proceeded on his voyage. Such 
was his attention, both to the difcipline and the 
health of his company, that twice in the fpace 
of five days, he exercifed ^hem at great guns 
and fmall arms , and cleared and fmoked the 
fliip below decks. On the evening of the tenth , i^. 
when the Refolution was at a fmall diftance 
from the ifland of Bonavifta, fhe ran fo clofe 
upon a number of funken rocks , that fhe did 
but juft weather the breakers. The fituation of 
our voyagers , for a few minutes , was very 

* Coak> Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 8 — 2f^; 
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Chap, alarming. In this fituation the Captain, with the 

VH. intrepid coolnefs which diftinguiftaed his charac- 

1 776. ter, did not chufe to found, as that, without 

any poflibility of leffening, might have height 

tencd' the danger. 

While our Commander was near the Cape de 
Verde Iflands, he had an opportunity of corredl- 
ing an affertion of Mr. Nichelfon's, with regard 
to the manner of failing by thofe iflands, which, 
if implicitly trufted to, might prove of dangerous 
13 Angur. confequence. On the thirteenth, our navigators 
arrived before Port Praya, in the Illajid of St. 
. Jago ; but as the Difcovery was not there , and 

little water bad been expended in the paffagc 
from TenerifFe , Captain Cook did not think 
proper to go in ;' but ftood to the fouthward. 

In the courfe of the voyage , between the 
latitudes of 12* and 7* north,, the weather was 
generally dark and gloomy. The rains were 
frequent, and accompanied with that clofe and 
fultry weather which too often brings on ficknefs, 
in this paffage. At fuch a time the worft confe- 
quences are to be apprehended ; and commanders 
of fhips cannot be too much upon their guard. 
It is negefTary for them to purify the air between 
^decks with fires and fmoke, and to oblige their 
people to dry their clothes at every opportunity. 
The conftant obfervance of thefe precautions on 
board the Refolution , was attended with fuch 
fuccefe, that the Captain had now fewer fick 
men than on either of his former voyages. This 
was the more remarkable, as, in confequence^; o£ 
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the feams of the veffel having opened fo wide as Chap. 
to admit the rain when it fcH, there was fcarcely VII. 
a man who could lie dry in his bed; and the 1776. 
officers in the gun-room were all driven out of 
their cabbins by the water that came through 
the fides. When fettled weather returned, the 
caulkers were employed in repairing thefe defeds, 
by caulking the decks and infide weather-works 
of the fhip; for the humanity of our Commander 
would not truft the workmen over the fides , 
while the Refolution was at fea. 

On the firft of September , our jaavigators * ^ept- - 
croffed the equator *. While, on the eighth, •• 
Captain Cook was near the caftern coaft of 
Brazil , he was at confiderable pains to fettle its * 
longitude, which, till Tome better aftronomical 
obfervations are made on fhore in that country , 
he concluded to be thirty-five degrees and a half, 
or thirty-fix degrees wefl; , at raoft. 

As our people proceeded on their voyage , 
they frequently faw , in the night, thofe luminous 
marine animals which have formerly been men- 
tioned and dcfcribed. Some of them appeared 
to be confiderably larger than any which the 
Captain had met with before; and fometimes 
they were fo nunierous, that hundreds of them 
were vifible at the fame moment. 

On the eighteenth of Odober, the Refolution is oa. 
came . to an anchor in Table Bay , at the Cape 
of Good Hope; and the ufual compliments having 

^ This was in the longitnade of 27* }8^ weft. 

K H a 
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Chap, been paid to Baron Plcttcnberg the Governor; 
VII. Captain Cook: immediately applied himfelf to his 
1776. cuftomary operations. Notliing remarkable oc- 

. 31 Oil. curred till the evening of the tbirty-firft, when 
a tempeft arofe from the louth-eaft, which lafted 
three days , and which was fo violent , that the 
Refolution was the only ihip in the bay that 
rode out the gale without dragging her anchors. 
The effeds of the. ftorm were fenfibly felt by 
our people on Ihore ; for their tents and obfei*- 
vatory were torn to pieces, and their aftronomical 
quadrant narrowly efcaped irreparable damage. 
3 Not. On die third of November, the tempeft ceafed , 
and the next day the Englilh were enabled to 
^ reljume their different employments. 
TO. It was not till the tenth of the month that 

Captain Cook had the fatisfadlion of feeing the 
Difcovery arrive in the bay , and effedl her 
jundion with the Refolution. She had failed 
from England on the firft of Auguft, and would 
have reached the Cape of Good Hope a week 
fooncr , if fhe had not been driven from the 
coaft by the late ftorm. Every affiftance was 
immediately given to put her into a proper con- 
dition for proceeding on the voyage. 

While the neceffary preparations for the future 
navigation were completing, a difafter happened 
with regard to the cattle which had been carried 
put in the Refolution. They had been conveyed 
on Chore for the purpofe of grazing. The bull , 
and two cows , with their calves , had been fenfe 
to graze along with fome other cattle ; but 
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Captain Cook was advlfed to keep the fiieep, Chap. 
•which were fixteen in number , clofe to the VII. 
tents, where they were penned up every evening, 177^. 
During the night preceding the fourteenth, fpme ** ^"^• 
dogs having gotten in among them, forced them^ - 
out of the peh, killed four, and difperfed th^ 
reft. Six of them were recovered the next day ; 
but the two rams , and two of the fineft ewes 
in the whole flock, were amongft thofe whifh 
were miffing. Baron Plettenberg being at this 
time in the country, our commander applied to 
Mr. Hemmy, the lieutenant governor, and^to 
the fifcal, for redrefs; and both thefe gentlemen 
promifed to ufe their endeavours for the reco- 
very of the loft iheep. It is the boaft of the Dutch,, 
that the police at the Cape is fo carefully exe- 
cuted, that it is fcarcely poffible for a flave, 
with' all his cunning and knowledge of the coun- 
tryi to effeduate his efcape. Neverthelefs, Captain 
Cook's flieep evaded all the vigilance of the 
fifcal's officers and people. At length, after much 
trouble and expence, by employing fome of the 
meaneft and loweft fcoundrels in the place , he 
recovered all but the two ewes, of which he 
never could hear the leaft tidings. The charadler 
given of the fellows to whom the Captain was' 
obliged to have recourfe , by the perfon who 
recommended their being applied to , was , that 
for a ducatoon they would cut their mafter5 
throat, burn the houfe over his head, and bury 
him and the whole family in' the aflbes. 

During the ftay of our voyagers at the Cape, 

H4 
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Cff A p. fomc of the officers, accompanied by Mr. An-^ 
VII. derfon, made a fliort excurfion' into the neigh^ 
i77(J. bouring country. This gentleman, asufual, was 
very diligent in recording every thing which 
appeared to him worthy of obfervation. His 
remarks , however , in the prefent cafe , will be 
deemed of little confequence, compared with the 
full , accurate , and curious account of the Cape 
of Good Hope, with which Dr. Sparrman hath 
lately favoured the literary world. 

With refped to Captain Cook, befides the 
unavoidable care which lay upon him , in provi- 
ding his fliips with whatever was requifite for the 
commodious and fuccefsful profecution of the 
voyage, his attention was eminently direded to 
fcientific objedts. He was anxious to afcertain the 
currents, the variations of the compafs , and the 
latitude and longitude of the places to which hfc 
came. The obfervations which he coUedled , and 
recorded in his journal , while he was at the 
Cape of Good Hope, will be efteemed of the 
greateft importance by judicious navigators *. 

After the difafter which had happened to the 
fteep, it may well be fuppofed that bur Com- 
mander did not long truft on fhore thofe which 
remained. Accordingly, he gave orders to have 
therp , and the other cattle, conveyed on board 
•asfaft as poffible. He made an adcKtion , alfo, 
to the original ftock , by the purchafe of two 
young bulls , two heifers , two young ftone- 
horfes , two marcs , two rams , feveral ewes and 

* Cool^'s Vpyage, ubi fupra, p. 29-^0. 
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goats, and fome rabbits and poultry. All thefe C H a r. 
animals were intended for Ne-w Zealand, Ota- VII. 
heite , and the neighbouring ifland ; and, indeed, 
fot any other places, in the courfe of the voyage, 
where the leaving of any of them might be of 
fervice to pofterity. 

In the fupplies which were provided at the 
Capfe, Captain Cook paid a particular regard to 
the nature and extent of his undertaking. As 
it was impoffible to tell when , or where , he 
might meet with a place which could fo amply 
contribute to his neceffities, he thought proper 
to lay in fuch a ftore of provifions for both fhips, 
as would be fuflicient to laft them for two years 
and upwards. 

Our Commander having given a copy of his 
inftrudions to Captain Ckrke , and an order 
directing him how to proceed in cafe of a repa- 
ration, weighed from Table Bay on the thirtieth 
of November , though it was not till the third of 
December that he got clear of the land. On the 
fixth , the fhips paffed through feveral fpots of 
water, pearly of a red colour. When fome of 
this was taken up, it was fourtd to^contain a 
large quantity of fmall animals , of a reddi'fli hue, 
and which the microfcope difcovered to refemble 
a cray-fi{h. As our navigators purfued their 
courfe to the fouth - eaft , a very ftrong galef, 
which They had from the weftward , was followed 
by a mountainous fea, in confequence of which 
the Refolution rolled and tuitibled fo much, that 
the cattle on board were preferved with the 
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Chap, utmoft difficulty. Soon after, feveral of the 
VII. goats, efpecially the males, together with fome 

l^^6. (heep, died, notwithftanding all the care to pre- 
vent it that was cxercifed by our people. This 
misfortune was chiefly owing to the coldnefs of 
the weather , which now began to be felt in the 
moft fenliblQ manner. 

la peci Qn the twelfth, land was feen, which, upon 
a nearer approach , was found to confift of two 
iflands. That which lies moft to the Couth , and 
is the largeft, was judged by Captain Cook to 
be about fifteen leagues in circuit. The northerly 
one is about nine leagues in circuit; and the two 
iflands are at the diftance of fiv^e leaeues from 
each other '^. As the fliips pafled through the 
channel between them , our voyagers, could not 
difcover, with the afliftance of their beft glaUes, 
cither tree or flirub on either of them. They 

\ feemed tp have a rocky and bold flipre, and 

, their furface is for the moft part compofed of 

barren mountains, the fummits and fides of which 
were covered with fnow. Thefe two iflands , 
together with four others , which lie from nine 
to twelve degrees of longitude more to the caft, 
and nearly in the fame latitude, had been dif- 
xovered by Captains Marion du Frefme , and 
Crozet, French navigators , in January 1772, on 
their paflage , in two Ihips , from the Cape of 

* The largeft ifland lies in latitude 46* ^;^fouth, and 
in longitude 37* 46^ eaft; and the fmaller one in latitude 
46* 4' fouth, and in 38"* 8' eaft longitude. 
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Good Hope to .the Philippine Iflands. As no C h A p;^ 
names had been affigned to them in a chart of VII, 
the Southern Ocean, which Captain Crozet com- i775» 
municated to Captain Cook in 1775, our Com- 
mander diftinguifhed the two larger ones by 
calling them Prince Edward's Islands, after 
his Majefty's fourth foa To the other four, 
with a view of commemorating the difcoverers •, 
he gave the name of Marion's anfd Crozet's 
Islands. . 

' Though it was now the middle of fummer in 
this hemifphere , the weather was not lefs fevere 
than what is generally met with in England in 
the very depth of winter. Inftead, however, 
of being difcouraged by this circumftance , the 
Captain Ihaped his courfe in fuch a manner as to 
pafs to the fouthward of Marion's and Crozet's 
Iflands, that he might get into the latitude of 
land which had been difcovered by Monfieurdc 
/Kerguelen , another French navigator. It was 
part of our Commander's inftruAions to examine 
whether a good harbour might not here be found. 

As our voyaccers , on the twentv - fourth , a* Dec. 
were fleering to the eaftward, a fog clearing up . 
a little, which had involved them for feme 
time , and which had rendered their navigation 
both tedious and dangerous , land was feen , 
bearing fouth-fouth'Caft". Upon a nearer approach, 
it was found to be an ifland of confiderable 
height , and about, three leagues in circuit. 
Another ifland , of the fame magnitude , was 
ibon after difcovered , and in a fliort fpace a 
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Chap, third , befides fome fmaller ones. At times , a^ 
VII. the fog broke away , there was the appearance 
1776. of land over the fmalliflands, and Captain Cook 
entertained thoughts of (leering for it, by run* 
ning in between them. But, on drawing nearer^ 
he found that, fo long as the weather continued 
foggy , this wouJd be a perilous attempt. For if 
there fliould be no paffage , or if our people 
(hould meet with any fudden danger , there was 
fuch a prodigious fea , breaking on all the fhores 
in a frightful furf , that it would have been im- 
poffible for the veffels to be gotten off. At the 
fame time , the Captain faw another ifland; and, 
as he did not know how many more might fuc- 
ceed, he judged it prudent, in order to avoid 
getting entangled among unknown lands in a 
thick fog , to wait for clearer weather. 

The ifland laft mentioned is a high round rock, 
which was named Bligh's Cap *. Our Com- 
mander had received fome very flight information 
concerning it at Teneriffe, and his fagacity in 
tracing it was fuch as immediately led him to 
determine that it was the fame that Monfieur dc 
Kerguelen had called the Ifle of^ Rendezvous. 
His reafon for giving it that name is not very 
apparent; for nothing can rendezvous upon it 
but fowls of the air, it being certainly inaccefli* 
ble to every other animal. The weather begin- 
ning to clear up , Captain Cook fteered in for 

* The latitude of Bligh's Cap is 48* 29^ fouth , and its 
longitude 68* 40' ealt 
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the land , of which a faint view had been ob- C H a* F. 

tained in the morning. This was Kerguelen's VII. 

Land. No fooner had our navigators gotten off i?7<S. 

Cape Francois , than they obferved the coaft , to 

the fouthward , to be much indented by projed- 

ing points and bays; from which circumftancc 

they were ftire of finding a good harbour. Accord* 

ingly, fuch a harbour was fpeedily difcovered, 

in which the Ihips came to an anchor on the 

twenty -fifth, being Ghriftmas Day. Upon land- ^^ ^"* 

ing, our Commander found the fliore almoft 

entirely covered with penguins and other birds, 

and with feals. The latter , which were note 

numerous, having been uhaccuftomed to vifiters, 

were fo infenfible of fear , that as many as were 

Wanted, for the purpofe of making ufe of their 

fat or blubber , were killed without difficulty. 

Freih w^ater was fo plentiful , that every gully 

afforded a large dream; but not a fingle tree or 

fhrub , or the leaft fign of it , could be met with , 

and but very little herbage of any fort. Before 

Captain Cook returned to his fhip , he afcended 

the firft ridge of rocks , that rife in a kind of 

amphitheatre, above one another, in hopes of 

obtaining a view of the country ; in which , 

however , he was difappointcd ; jfor , previoufly 

to his reaching the top, there came on fo thick 

a fog, that he could fcarcely find his way down 

again. In the evening, the feine was hauled at 

.the head of the harbour, but only half a dozen 

fmall fifli were caught. As no better fuccefe 

attended a trial ^yhich was made the next day 
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€ H A p.v with hook and line, the only refourcc for^ frefh 
Vlf. .provifion was in birds , the ftore of which was 
;i775. inexhaullible. 

The people' having wrought hard for two 

days, and nearly dcmpleted their water, the 

a7 Dee. .Captain allowed them the twenty - feventh , a's a 

day of reft, to celebrate Chriftmas. Many of 

-them , in confequence of this indulgence , went 

' on Ihore , and made excurfions , in different 

diredions, into the country, which, they found 

barren and defolate in the higheft degree. One 

of thetn, in his ramble, difcovered, and brought 

to our Commander , in the evening , a quart 

bottle, fattened witji fome wire to:,a projeding 

: rock on the north fide of the Ijarbour. This 

bottle contained a piece of parchment, on which 

was written the follo\Ving infcription: / ^ 

Liid.Qvico.XV, GaUiarum 

rege et d. * de Boynes 
regi a Secretin ad Res 
marziimas aim is 1772 ei^ 

1775. . ■ • 

It was clear, from this infcription, that our 
Englilh navigators were not the firft who had 
been ii\ the place. As a memorial of our peoples 
having touched at the fame harbour , Captain 

* The (rf.) is doubtlefs acontradion for the word Do^ 
. mino, Monfieur de Boynes was then the fegretary of the 
French marine. 
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Cook wrote , as follows , on the other fide of Chap. 
the parchment: VIL 

Naves 'Eefolution 
et Difcovery 
de Rege Magna Britajtnia ^ 
Decembris 1776. 

He then put it again into a bottle , together 
with a filver two-penny piece of 1772, Having 
covered the mouth of the bottle with a leaden 
cap, he placed it, the next morning, in a pile 
of ftones erefted for the purpofe , upon a little? 
eminence on the north Ihore of the harbour , and 
near to the place whe^e it was firft: found. In 
this pofition it cannot efcape the notice of any 
European, whom accident or defign may bring 
into the port. Here the 'Captain difplayed the 
Britifli flag, and named the place Christmas , 
Harbour, from our voyagers having arrived in 
it on that feftival. 

After our Commander had finifhed the bufinefs 
of the infcription, he*,vent in his boat round 
the harbour, to examine what the jQiore afforded. 
His more particular objed was to look for drift- 
wood; but he did not find a fingle piece through- 
out the whole extent of the place. On tho 
fame day, accompanied by IVlr. King, his fccond 
Lieutenant, he wenf upon Cape Francois, with 
the hope, that, from this elevation,- he might 
obtain a view of the fcacoafl, and of ti>e adjoin- 
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C » A P. ing iflands. But Avhen he had gotten up , he 
VJI. found that every diftant objedl below him was 

17764 obfcured in a thick log.. The land on the fame 
plain, or of a greater height, was fufficiently 
vifible , and appeared naked and dcfolate in the 
highcft degree ; fome hills to the fouthward 
excepted , which were covered with fnow. 

a9 Dec. On the twenty-ninth , Captain Cook departed 
from Chriftmas Harbour, and proceeded to range 
along the coaft, with a view of difcovering its 
portion and extent. In purfuing his courfe , ht 
met with feveral promontories and bays , toge- 
ther with a peninfula , all of which he has 
defcribed and named, chiefly in honour of his 
various friends. Such was the danger of the 
navigation, that the fliips had more than once a 
very narrow efcape. On the fame day, another 
harbour was difcovered , in which the veffels 
came to an anchor for one night. Here the Cap- 
tain, Mr. Gore, and Mr. Bayley went on Ihore, 
to examine the country, which they found, if 
poflible, more barren and defolate than the land 
that lies about Chriftmai harbour: and yet, if 
the leaft fertility vi^ere ai^ where to be expeded, 
it ought to have exifted in this place , which is 
completely Iheltered from the bleak and predomin- 
ating foutherly and wefterly winds. Our Com- 
mander obferved , with regret , that there wa^ 
neither food nor covering for cattle of any fort; 
and that, if he left any, they mull inevitably 
perilh. Finding no encouragement to continue 
his refearches, he. weighed "anchor and put to 

fea 
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fea on the thirtieth, having given to the liarbout C it i f. 
the oame of Port Palliser *. On the fame VIE 
day he c^me to a point ,^ which proved to be 177^* 
the very eaftern extremity of Kerguelen's Land f; ^° ^^^' 
In a large bay, near this point, there was i 
prodigious quantity of fea-weed , fome of which 
is of a mpft extraordinary length. It feemed 
to be the fame kind of vegetable produdion 
that Sir Jofeph Banks had ' formerly diftin- 
guilhed by the appellation of Fiicus Glganttut 
Although the ftem is not much thicker than a 
man's hand. Captain Cook thought 'himfelf welt 
warranted to fay, that part of it grows to the 
length of fixty fathoms and upWard. 

The refult of the examination of Kerguelen'i 
Land was, that the quantity of latitude which 
it occiipies doth not much exceed one degree 
and a quarter. Its extent, froiti eaft to weft^ 
ftill remains undecided. At its firfl: difcovery, it 
was probably fuppofed to belong to a fonthern 
continent; but, in fadl, it is an ifland ^ and that 
of no great extent *'^. If bur Commander had ^ 
not been unwilling to deprive Mbnfieiir Kergue-* 
len of the honour of its 'bearing his. name, he 

* It i^ fituated in the latitiide of 49* j^ foyuth , and th6 
longitude of 69* 37^ eafl;. 

t This point, which Captain Cook called Gape Digby, 
is fituated in the latitude of 49** 23^ fouth, and the Ion-' 
gitude of 70° 34' eaft. 

^* Kerguelen , who Was acquainted with nearly fourfcore 
leagues of its coaft, fays^ that he has reafon to believe 
j^hat it is ab|wt two hundred leagues in circuit. 

Vol. H. i 
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Chap, would have been' difpofed , from its\fterility, to 
VII. call it the Ifland of Defolation. • 
^^^6. It fhould here be mentioned , that Monfieur 

de Kerguelen made two vifits to the coaft of 
vthis country; one in 1772 > and another in 1773. 
With the firft of thefe voyages Captain Cook, 
had only a very flight acquaintance, and to the. 
fecond he was totally a ftranger ; fo that he 
fcarccly had any opportunity of comparing his 
own difcoveries with thofe of the French navi- 
gator. Monfieur de Kerguelen was peculiarly 
unfortunate , in having done but little to com- 
plete what he ha<i begun; for though he difcover- 
ed a new land, he could not, in two expeditions 
to it, once bring his fliips to an anchor upon 
any part of its coafts. Captain Cook had either 
fewer difficulties to ftruggle with, or was more 
fuccefsful in furmounting them. 

During the fliort time in which our voyagers 
lay in Chriftmas Harbour , Mr. Anderfon loft 
no opportunity of fearching the country in every 
■* diredion. Perhaps no place , hitherto difcovered, 
under the fame parallel of latitude , affords fo 
Icanty a field for a natural hiftorian. All that 
could be known in the fpace of time allotted 
him, and probably all that will ever be worthy 
to be known, was colledted by this gentleman. 
A verdure, which had been feen at a little dif- 
tance from the fhore, gave our people the flat- 
tering expedation of meeting with a variety of 
herbage : but in this they were greatly deceived. 
On landing , it was perceived that the hvely 
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colour which had imp'ofed upon them, was oc- Chap* 
cafioned only by one fmall plant, not unlike VII. 
fome forts of Saxifrage, It grows in large fpread- i??^. 
ing tufts, a confiderable way up the hills. The 
whole catalogue of plant? does not exceed fix- 
teen or eighteen , including feveral kinds of mdfs, 
and a beautiful fpecies of lichen, which rifes 
higher up from the rocks than the reft of the ve- 
getable produdlions. There is not the appear- 
ance of a Ihrub in the whole* country. Nature 
has been fomewhat more bountiful in furniftiiiig 
it with animals; though, ftridly fpeaking, they, 
are not inhabitants of the place , being all of the 
marine kind. In general , the land is only ufed 
by them for breeding, and as a refting- place. 
Of thefe animals the moft confiderable are feals ; 
being of that fort 'whjch is called the Urfine Seal. 
The birds which have already been mentioned as 
very numerous, chiefly confift of penguins, ducks, 
petrels, albatroffes, Ihags, gulls and fea-fwal- 
lows. Penguins, which are far fuperior in num* 
ber to the reft, are of three kinds, one of which 
had never beep feen by any of; our voyagers 
before. The rocks, or foundations of the hills, 
are principally compofed of that dark blue , and 
very hard ftone , which feems to be one of the 
moft univerfal produdlions of nature. Nothinc^ 
was difcovered that had the leaft appearance of « 
ore or metal *. 

From this defolate coaft Captain Cook took 

* Cook's Vdyage, ubi fupra, p. 52 — 90. 

I ij ' 
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Chap, his departure on the thiny-firft, intending,"' 
VII. agreeably to his inftrudlions to touch next at New 
1776. Zealand ; that he might obtain a recruit of water^ 
31 Dec. take in wood, and make hay for the cattle. Their 
number was now confiderably diminifhed ; for two 
young bulls , one of the heifers , two rams , and 
feveralof the goats, had died while our navigat- 
ors were employed in explpring Kerguelen's 
Land. For fome time they had frefli gales , and 
jyyy, tolerably clear weather. But on the third of 
3 January. January, 1777 y the wind veered to the north , 
. Nvhere it continued eight days , and was attended 
•with fo thick a fog, that the Ihips ran above 
three hundred leagues in the dark. Occafionally 
the weather would clear up , and give our peo- 
ple a fight of the fun; but this happened very 
feldom , and was always of Ihort continuance. 
However, amidft all the darknefs produced by 
the fog, the veffels, though they feldom faw 
each other, were fo fortunate, in confequencc 
of frequently firing guns as fignals, that they did 
12. not loofe company. On the twelfth, the northerly 
winds ended in a calm *. This. was fucceeded, 
in a little time, by a, wind from the fouthward, 
which brought on a rain, that continued for 
twenty -four hours. At the end of the rain, the' 
wind frefliened, and veering tothe wefi; and north- 
« weft, was followed by fair and clearx weather. 

Nothing very remarkable occurred to our voya- 

* The fhips were then [in latitude 48' 40^ fouth, and 
in longitude ixo** 26^eaft, 
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^ers till the twenty-fourth , when they difcover- C h a P^ 
cd the coaft of Van Diemen's Land; and, on VII. 
the twenty -fixth, the fliips came to an anchor i777« 
in Adventure Bay. Captain Cook , as ^oon as ^* January- 
he had anchored, ordered the boats to be hoift- 
ed out; in one <)f which he went himfelf, to 
look for the mod commodious place for obtain- 
ing the neceffary fupplies. Wo.od and water 
Avere found in abundance, and in places fuffir 
ciently convenient; but grafs, which was moft 
wanted, wasfcarce, and, at the fame time, very 
coarfe. Neceffity, however, obliged our people 
to take up with fuch as could be procured. 

On the twenty - eighth j the Englifli who were 23. 
employed in cutting wood ^ere agreeably fur- 
pri:ied with a vifit from fome of the natives. 
They confifted of eight men and a boy, who 
approached our voyagers not only without fear, 
but with the moft perfed confidence and free- 
dom. Tliere was only a fmgle perfon among 
them who had any thing which bore the leaft 
appearance of a weapon , and that was no more 
than a flick about two feet long, and pointed 
at one -end. Thefe people were quite naked, 
and wore no kind of ornaments ; unlefs fome 
large pundlures or ridges raifed in different parts 
of their bodies, either in ftrait or curved lines,, 
may be confidered in that light. Moft of them 
had their hair and beards fmeared with a red oint- 
ment; and the faces of fome of them were painted 
^vith the fame compofition. Every prefent whif h 
Captain Cook made them they received without; 

13 
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Chap, the leaft appearance of fatisfaftion. Of bread and 
VII. elephant fifli, which were offered them, they 
1777, rcfafed to tafte, but fhewed that they were 
fond of birds ias an article of food. Two pigs, 
which the Captain liad brought on fhore , hav- 
ing come within their reach , they feized them 
by the ears, as a dog would have done, and 
would have carried them off immediately, ap- 
parently with, no other intention than to kill 
them. Our Commander being defirous of know- 
ing the ufe of the ftick which one of the Indians 
had in his hands, he fignified , by figns , his 
wiflies to that purpofe. His intimations fo far 
fucceeded , that one* of them fet up a piece of 
wood as a mark, and threw at it, at the diftance 
of about twenty yards. There ,was but little 
reafon to commend his dexterity; for, after re- 
peated trials, he was ftill very wide from his 
objed. Omai, to convince the natives how 
much our weapons were .fuperior to theirs, then 
fired his mufquet at the mark, by which they 
were fo greatly terrified, that, notwithftanding 
all the endeavours of the Englift to quiet their 
minds , they ran inftantly into the woods. 

After the retreat of the Indians, Captain Cook, 
judging that their fears would prevent their re- 
maining near enough to bbferve ' what paffed , 
ordered the two pigs, being a boar and a fow, to 
be carried about a mile within the head of the 
bay^ and faw them left there, by the fide of a 
freih-water brook. It was, at firft, his benevolent 
intention to make an additional prefent to Van 
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DictDen's Land , of a young bujl and cow, toge- Chap. 
ther with* fome fheep and goats. But, upoa VIL 
refledion, he laid afide this defign ; being per- i???, 
fuaded that the nlatives would deftroy them, from 
their incapacity of entering into his views with 
regard to the improvement of their country. As 
pigs are animals which foon become wild , and 
are fond of the thickeft cover of the woods, 
there was the greater prob<ibility of their being pre- 
ferved. For the accommodation of the other cattle 
an open place muft have been chofen; in which 
fituation they could not poffibly have been con- 
cealed many days. 

. On the twenty - ninth , about twenty of the a^Jam 
inhabitants, men and boys, joined Captain Cook 
and fuch of his people as had landed with him , 
without manifefting the leaft fign of fear or 
diftruft. It was remarkable, that one of the 
Indians was confpicuoufly deformed ; nor was he 
more diftinguifhed by the hump upon Kis back, 
than by the drollery of his geftures, and the 
humour of his fpeeches , which had the appear- 
ance of being intended for the entertainment 
of our voyagers. Unfortunately, the language 
in which he fpake to them was wholly unintel- 
ligible. To each of the prefent group the Captaiii 
gave a ftring of beads and a medal, which they feem- 
ed to receive with fome fatisfadlion. On iron, and 
on iron tools, they appeared to fet no value. There 
was reafon to believe that they were even igno4 
rant of fifh- hooks ; and yet it i$ difficult to fup* 
pofe that a people who inhabit a fea-coaft, anci 

1 4 
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■Q « A p, who' ^y*ercnofc^obfervecl to derive any part of theiif 
VJf. fuftenance from the prodtidions of the ground, 
j*f77. Ihould be unacqmunted with fome mode of 
patching fifli. However, they were never feea 
to be thus employed; nor was any canoe or vef- 
fcl difcovered by which they could go upon the 
>vater. Though they had rejeded the kind of 
Jifli which had been qiFered them , it was evident 
that Ihell - filh made a part of their food. 

After Captain Cook had left the fliore', feveral 
iw^omen and children made their appearance , and 
>yere introduced to Lieutenant King by fome of 
the men that ' attended them. Thdfe females (a 
JKangooroo fkin excepted, which was tied over 
their, fhoulders, and feemed to be intended tq 
fupport^their infants) were as naked and as black 
as the men , and had their bodies marked with 
fears in the fame manner. .Many of the childrea 
|iad fine features , and were thought to be pretty; 
but a lefs favourable .report was made of the 
women, and efpecially of thofe who were advan- 
ced in years. Some of the gentlemen , .however 
belonging to the Difcovery, as our Commander 
was informed, paid their addreffes, and made 
liberal offers of prefents, which w^re rejeded 
•yvith great difdain. It is certain that this gallantry 
was pot very agreeable to the men : for an elderly 
man, as foqn as he obferved it, ordered tbq 
\vomen to retire. The order was obeyed; but, 
on thp part of fome of the females, with tho 
appearance of a little reludance. 

On the prefent 'Occafion , CHptaio Cook made 
|bipe propef and pertinent refledions, which I 
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fhall deliver in his own words. " This eondud, " C h a p^ 
fays he, " of Europeans among Savages, to their VII. 
" women, is highly blameable; as it creates a J?7?» 
" jcaloufy in their men, that may be attended 
" with confeqiJences fatal to the. fuccefs of the 
" common enterprizc, and to the whole body 
^^ of adventurers , without advancing the private 
purpofe of the individual , or enabling him to 
g^in J:he objed of his wiflies. I believe it has 
^^ generally been found , amongft . uncivilized 
" people, that where the women are eafy of 
^^ accefs , the men are the firft to offer them to 
" flrangers,; and that, where this is not the cafe, 
^^ neither the allurement of prefents , nor the op-» ' 
^5 portunity ofjjrivacy, will be likely to have 
^^ the defired eltedl. This obfervation , I am fure, 
^^ will hold gox3d throughout all the parts of the 
" South Sea where Lhave been. Why then fliould 
^^ men ad: fo abfurd a part, as to rilk their own 
^^ fafety , and that of all their companions , in 
^^ purfuit of a gratification which they have no 
^^ probability of obtaining ? " 
> While our navigators were at Van Diemen's 
Land, they were fucccfsful in obtaining a plentiful 
crop of grafs for their cattle , and fuch as was 
far more excellent than what they had met with 
at their firft going on Ihorc, "Xht quantity col- 
leded was judged by the Captain to be fufficientj 
to laft till his arrival in New Zealand. - 

Van Diemen's Land had been vifited twice 
before. That name had been given it by Tafman, 
who difcovered it in 16415^5 from which time it 
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Chap, had cfcaped all notice of European navigators , 

VII. till Captain Furneaux' touched at it in J 773. It 

1777, is well known, that it is the fouthern point of 

New Holland , which is by far the largeft iftand 

in the world ; indeed , fo large an ifland as alraoft 

to deferve the appellation of a continent. 

While Captain Cook was at this country , he 
negledled nothing which could promote the 
knowledge of fcience and navigation. Here , as 
every where elfe , he fettled the latitude and 
longitude of places * ; marked the variations of 
the compafs , and recorded, the nature of the 
tides. He corrected, like wife, an ferror of Cap- 
tain Furneaux , with refpedl to the fituation of 
Maria's Iflands ; on which fubjecft he hath can- 
. didly remarked , that his own idea is not the 
refult of a more faitliful, but merely of a fecond' 
examination. 

Mr. Anderfon , during the few days in which 
the Ihips remained in Adventure Bay,. exerted 
bis ufual diligence in coUeding as full an account 
as could be obtained , in fo fliort a period of 
time, of the naturtil produdions arid the inhabit- 
ants of the country. Little caa be faid concern- 
ing, either the perfonal adivity or genius of the- 
natives. The firft they do not feem to poffefs 
in any remarkable degree; and, to all appearance, 
they have lefs of the laft than even the half-ani- 
mated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego. Their 

§ 

* Adventure Bay is in the latitude of 45** %%^ so^^fouth, 
and in the longitude of 147.** 29' eaft, 
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not ^xpreffing that furprize which might have C ii a v. 
been expected, from their feeing men fo much VI K ' 
unlike thcmfelves, and things to -^hich they 1777. 
had hitherto been utter ftrangers ; their indiffer- 
ence for the prefents of our people; and their 
general inattention, were fufficient teftimonies 
that they were not endued with any acutenefs 
of underftanding* What the ancient poet3 tell 
us of Fauns and Satyrs living in hollow trees, is 
realized at Van Diemen's Land. Some wretched 
conftrudions of fticks covered with bark , and 
which did not deferve the name of huts , were 
indeed found near the fhore ; but thefe feemed 
only to have been ereded for temporary purpofes. 
The moft conpifortable habitations of the natives 
were afforded by the largeft trees. Thefe had 
their trunks hollowed out by fire , to the height 
of fix or feven feet ; and there was room enough 
in them for three or four perfons to fit round i 
hearth , made of clay. At the fame time , thefe 
places of Ihelter are durable ; for the people take 
care to leave one fide of the tre^ found , which 
is fufficient to keep it in luxuriant growth. The 
inhabitants of Van Diemen's Land are undoubt- 
edly from the fame ftock with thofe of the 
northern parts of New Holland. Their language 
indeed , appeared to be different ; but how far 
the difference extended, our voyagers could not 
have an opportunity of determining. With regard 
to the New Hollanders in general , there is reafon 
to fuppofe, that they originally came from the 



134 



THE t IF E OF 



Chap, fame place with- all the Indians of the South 

VII. Sea*. 

1777. On the thirtieth of January , i777, Captain 

30 Jan. Cook failed from Adv'enture Bay, and on the 

12 Feb * ■ -/ 

twelfth of February came to an anchor at his old 
flcition of Queen Charlotte's Sound , in New 
Zealand. Being unwilling to lofe any time , he 
^commenced his operations that very afternoon. 
By his order, feveral of the empty water calks 
were immediately landed , and a place was begun 
to be cleared for fetting up the two obfervatories, 
and the eredion of tents to accommodate a guard, 
and the reft of the company , whofe bufmefs 
might require them to remain on fliore. Our 
navigators had not long been at anchor, before 
a number of canoes , filled with natives , came 
alongfide of the fhips. However, very few of 
them would venture on board; which appeared 
the more extraordinary , as the Captain was well 
known to them all, and they could not be infeu' 
fible how liberally he had behaved to them on 
former occafions. There was one man in parti- 
cular 5 whom he had treated with remarkable 
kindnefs, during the whole of his laft ftay in this 
place ; and yet, neither profeflions of friendfhip, 
nor prefents , could prevail upon him to enter 
the Refolution. / 

There was a real caufe for this fhynefs on the 
part of the New Zealanders. A dreadful event 
had happened to fome oi Captain Furneaux's 

* Cook , ubi fnpra , p. 9 1 — u 5, 



^ 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 125 

crew, while he Jay in Queen Charlotte's Sound, Chap* 
after he had finally Separated from Captain Cook, VII. 
. in thp former voyage. Ten men, who had been 1777. 
fcnt out. in the large cutter to gather wild greens 
for the fhip's company , were killed in a fkirmifh 
with the natives. What was the caufe of the 
quarrel could not be afcertained , as not one of 
the company furvived to relate the ftory. Lieu^ 
tenant Burney, who was ordered to go in fearch 
of them , found only fome fragments of their 
bodies , from which it appeared , that they had 
been converted into the food of the inhabitants. 
It was the remembrance of this event , and the 
fear of its being revenged , which now rendered 
the New Zealanders fo fearful of entering the 

' Englifh veffels. From the converfation of Omai , 
who was on board the Adventure when the 
melancholy affair happened, they knew that it 
could not be unknown to Captain Cook. The 

. Captain , therefore , judged it neceffary to ufe 
every endeavour to afTure them of the conti- 
nuance of his friendfhip;^ and that he ihould not 
diilurb them on account of the cataftrophe. It 
was moft probably in confequence of this affur- 
ance, that they foon laid afide all manner of 
reftraint and diflfufl. 

In the mean while , the operations for refitting 
the fhips, and for obtaming provifions , were 
carried on with great vigour. .For the protection 

1 of the party on fhore , our Commander appoint- 
ed a guard of ten marines , and ordered arms 
for a^U the workmen; with whom Mr. King^ 
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Chap, and two or three petty officers , conftantly 
VII. remained. A boat was never fent to a confi- 
1777. derable diftance without being armed , or without 
being under the diredlion of fuch officers as might 
be depended upon , and who were well acquaint- 
ed with the natives. In Captain Cook's foriper 
vifits to this country , he had never made ufe of 
fuch precautions ; nor was he now convinced of 
their abfolute neceffity. But, after the tragical 
fate of the crew- of the Adveriture's boat in this 
found, and of Captain Marion du Frefne, and 
fome of his people, in the Bay of Iflands (in 
1772), it was impoffible to .free our navigator:* 
from all apprcheilfions of experiencing a fimilar 
calamity. 

Whatever fufpicions the inhabitants might at 
firft entertain , that their ads of barbarity would 
be revenged, they very fpfeedily became fo per- 
fedly eafy upon the fubjed, as to take up their 
refidence clofe to our voyagers; and the advan- 
tage of their coming to live with the Englifli 
was not inconfiderable. Every day, when the 
weather would permit, fome of them went out 
to catch filh , and our people generally obtained, 
by exchanges, a good iharc ofnhe produce of 
their labours, in addition to 'the fupply which 
was afforded by our own nets and lines. Nor 
•was there a deficiency of vegetable refrefhments; 
to which was united fpruce-beer for drink; fo 
that if the feeds of the fcurvy had been contrad- 
ed by any of the crew, they would fpeedily 
have been removed by fuch a regimen. The 
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fedl , however , was , that there were only two Chap. 
invalids upon the fick lifts in both fhips. VIL 

Curiofities, fifh, and women were the articles 1777. 
of commerce fupplied by the New Zealanders. 
The two firft. always camo to a good market; 
but the latter did not happen, at this time, to 
be an acceptable commodity. Our feamen had 
conceived a diflike to thefe people, and were 
either unwilling or afraid to affociate with them; 
the good efFedl of which was, that our Com- 
mander knew no inftance of a man's quitting his 
ftation , to go to the habitations of the Indians. 
A connexion with women it was out of Captain 
Cook's power to prevent ; but he never encour- 
aged it , and always was fearful of its confe- 
quences.. Many, indeed, are of opinion, that 
fuch an intercourfe is a great fecurity among 
favages. But if this fliould ever be the cafe with 
thofe who remain and fettle among them , it is 
generally otherwife v/ith refpcft^^ to^ travellers 
and tranfient vifiters. In fuch' a fituation as was 
that of our navigators , a connexion with the 
Avomen of the natives betrays more men than it 
faves. "What elfe," fays' the Captain, *' can 
reafonably be expedled, fiqce all their views 
are felfilh , without the leaft mixture of regard 
or attachment ? My own experience, at leaft, 
^ which hath been pretty extenfive j hath not 
" pointed out to me one inftance to the contrary.** 
Amongft the pcrfons who occafionally vifited 
the Englifli , was a Chief of the -name of Ka- 
hoora> who, as Captain Cook was informed, 
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Chap, had headed the party that cut oiF Captain Fur* 
VII. iieaux's people , and had himfelf killed Mr. 

1777. Rowe, the Officer who commanded. This man 
our Commander was ftrongly folicited to put to 
death 5 even by fome of the natives; and Oraai 
was particularly eager and violent upon the fub- 
jedl. To thefe folicitations the Captain paid not 
the leaft degree of attention. He even admired 
Kahoora's courage , and was not a little pleafed 
with the confidence with which he had put 
himfelf into his power. Kahoora bad placed bis 
whole fafety in tlie^ declarations tbat Captaih 
Cook had uniformly made to the New Zealanders ; 
which were ; that he had always been a friend to 
them aU , and would continiie to be fo , unlefs 
they gave him caufe to . ad otherwife ; that as 
to their inhuman treatment of our people, he 
Ihould think no more of it , the nanfadlion 
having happened long ago, .and when he was 
not prefent ; but that , if ever they made a fecond 
attempt of the fame kind, they might reft allured 
of feeling the weight of his refcntment. 

i6Fcbv While our Commander, on the fixteenth, was 
making an excurfion for t^e purpofe of collecting 
food for his cattle , he embraced the opportunity 
to enquire, as accurately as . poffible, into the 
circumftances which had attended the melancholy 
fate of our countrymen. Om'ai was his inter- 
preter on this occafion. The refult of the enquiry- 
was, that the quarrel firft took its rife fioni.fome 
•thefts, in the commiiTion of which the natives 
were detedled ; that there^ was no premeditated 

plaa 
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plan of bloodfhed ; and that if thefe thefts had Chap. 
not, unfortunately, been too baftily refented, VII. 
no mifchief would have happened* Kahoora's 1777. 
greateft enemies, and even the. very men that 
had moft earneftly folicited his deftrudion, con- 
feffed , at the fame time , that he had no intention 
of quarrelling with Captaui Furneaux's people, , 
and much lefs of killing any of them, till the 
fray had adlually commenced. 
. Captain Cook continued , in this his lafl: vifit 
to New Zealand , the folicitude he had formerly 
Ihewn, to be of fome eflenti^l future fervice to 
the' country. To one Chief he gave two goats , 
a male and a female, with a kid; and to another 
two pigs , a boar and a fow. Although he 
obtained a promife from both thefe Chiefs, that 
they would not kill the animals which had been 
prefented to them, he could not venture to place 
any great reliance upon their affurances. It wad 
his full intention , on his prefent arrival in. Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, to have left not only goats and 
hogs , but Iheep , together with a young bull 
and two heifers. The accomplilbment,Tiowever, 
of this refolution depended cither upon his 
finding a Chief who was powerful enough to 
proted; and keep the cattle, or upon his meeting 
with a place where there might be a probability of 
their being concealed from thofe who would 
ignorantly attempt to deftroy them* Neither of 
thefe circumftances happened to be conformal^le 
to his wiflies. At dift'erent times h^ had left ia 
New Zealand ten or a dozen hogs , befides thpfe 
Vol. II. K 
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Chap, 'which had been put on fhore by Captain Furneaux. 
VH. , It wiU , therefore , be a little extraordinary , if 
1777. this race of animals Ihould not increafe and be 
preferved , either in a wild or a domeftic ftate , 
or in both. Our Commander was informed , 
that Tiratou , a popular Chief among the natives , 
had a number of cocks and hens, and onefow, 
in his feparate poffeffion. With regard to the 
gardens which had formerly been planted , though 
they had almoft entirely been negleded , and 
fome of them deftfoyed , they were not wholly 
unprodudive. They were found to contain 
cabbages , onions , leeks , purflain , radiilies , 
muftard , and a few potatoes. The potatoes , 
which had firft been brought from the Cape of 
Good Hope , were greatly meliorated by change 
of foil; and, with proper cultivation, would be 
fuperior to thbfe produced in moft other countries. 
A great addition of knowledge was obtained , 
during • this voyage , with refpedl to the pro- 
dudions of New Zealand, and the manners and 
cuftoms of its inhabitants. The zeal of Captain 
Cook upon the fubjed; was admirably feconded 
by the feduious diligence of Mr. Anderfon , who 
omitted no opportunity of colleding every kind 
and . degree of information. I fhall only fo far 
trefpafs on the patience of my readers, as to 
mention a few circumftances tending to .delineate 
the charader. of the natives. They feem to be 
a people perfedly fatisfied with the litde they 
already poffefs; nor are they remarkabjy curious . 
either in their obferyatigns or their enquiries^ 
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Ne\v objeds are fo far from ftriking them "with G h A A 
fucii a degree of furprize .as might naturally be VII. 
expeded, that they fcarccly fix their attention iiiyt 
even for a moment. In the arts -with which they 
are acquainted j they fliew as much ingenuity, 
both in invention and execution , as any uncivil- 
ized nations under fimilar eircUmftaiices; Without 
the leaft iife of thofe tools which ar'e formed of 
metal, tliey make every thing that is neceffary to 
procure their fubfiftehce , clothing, and military 
weapons; atid all this is done by them with i 
neatnefs, a ftrength, and a convenience that are 
\vell adapted to the accomplifliment of the feveral 
purpofes they have in view. No people can have a 
quicker fenfe of ah injury done to theni than the 
New ZealanderSj or be more ready to refent it : and 
yet they want one charaderiftic of true bravery ; 
for they will take an opportunity of being infolent 
when they think that there is no danger of their 
being punifhed. From the number of their wea^ 
pons j and their dexterity in ufing them ^ it 
appears that war is their principal profeffioui 
Indeed , their public contentions are fo frequent ^ 
or rather fo perpetual , that they muft live tinder 
continual apprehcnfions of being deftroyed b/ 
each other. From their horrid cuftom of eating 
the flefli of their enemies , not only without 
reludance y but with peculiar fatisfadion j it 
would be natural to fuppdfe that they mtjft be 
deftitute of every humane feeling ^ even with 
^regard to their own party. This , however j is 

K 5? 
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C It A P. not the cafe: for they lament the lofs of their 
VII. friends with a violence of expreffion which argues 
1777.' the moft tender remembrance of them. At a 
very early age, the children. are initiated into all 
the pradices , whether good or bad , of their 
fathers; fo that a boy or girl, when only nine 
or ten years old, can perform the motions, and 
imitate the frightful geftures, by which the more 
aged are accuftomed to infpire their enemies with 
terror. They can keep , likewife , the ftrideft 
time in their fong; and it is with fome degree 
of melody that they fing the traditions of their 
forefathers, their adions in war, and other fubjedls. 
The military atchievements of their anceftors the 
New Zealanders celebrate with the higheft plea- 
fure , and fpend much of their time in diverfions 
of this fort , and in playing upon a mufical 
inftrument , which partakes of the nature of a 
flute. With refped to their language, it is far 
from being harlh or difagreeable , though the 
pronunciation of it is frequently guttural; nor, 
if we may judge from the melody of fome kinds 
of their fongs^is it deftitute of thofe qualities 
\vhich fit it to be affociated with mufic. Of its 
identity with the languages of the other iflands 
throughout the South Sea frefh proofs were 
exhibited during the prefent voyage. 
At the requeft of Omai, Captain Cook con- 
^fented to take with him two youths from New 
Zealand. That they might not quit their native 
country under any deluding ideas of vifiting it 
again , th<i Captain took care to inforni their 
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parents , in the ftrongeft terms , that they would C h a P4 
never return. This declaration feemed , however, VII. 
to make no kind of impreffion. The father of 
the youngeft lad refigned him with an indifference 
which he would fcarcely have Ihewn at parting 
with his dog,. and even ftripped the boy of the 
little clothing he poffefled , delivering him quite 
naked into the hands of- our voyagers. This 
was not the cafe with the mother of the other 
youth. She took her leave of him with all the 
marks of tender affedion that might be exp^ded 
between a parent and a child on fuch an occa- 
fion ; but flie foon refumed her chearfulnefs, and 
went aWay wholly uncoiKerned *. . 

On the twenty -fifth of the month, Captain 
Cook ftood out ofQiieen Charlotte's Sound, and 
by the twenty-feventh got clear of New Zealand. 
No fooner had the Ihips loft fight of the land , 
than the two yoting adventurers from that coun- 
try, one of whom was nearly eighteen years of ^ 
age, and the other about ten ^ began deeply to 
repent of the ftep they had taken. It was the 
experience of the fea-ficknefs which gave this 
turn to their refiedions ; and all the foothing 
•encouragement the Englifli could think of, was 
but of little avail. They wept , both in pgblic 
and in private, and* made their lamentation in a' 
kind of fong, that feemed to be expreffive o£ 
die praltes of, their country and people, from 
which they were to be feparated for ever. In 
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* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 118-^16;. 
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Ip H A P. this difppfition they continued for many days : 
VII. but as their fea-ficknefs wore off, and the tumult 
l^??? * pf their minds fubfided , the fits of lamentation 
became leTs and lefs frequent , and at length 
entirely ceafed. By degrees, their native country 
and their friends were forgotten , and they 
appeared to be as firmly attached to our navigat* 
prs as if they had been born in England. 

In the profecution of the voyage,* Captain 
Cook piet with unfavourable winds ; and it was 

?§ Waf^?»' ^ot ^ill the twenty-ninth of March that land was 
difcovcrcd. It was found to be an inhabited ifland, 
the name of which , as was learned from two of 
the natives , who came ofif in a canoe , is Man- 
geea. Our Commander examined the coaft with 
]|iis boats, and had a fhort intercourfe with fome 
of the inhabitants. Not being able to find a 
proper harbour for bringing the fliips to an an- 
chorage, he was obliged to leave the country 
unvifited , though it feemed capable of fupplying 
all the wants of our voyagers. The ifland of 
Mangeca is full five leagues in circuit, and of a 
inoderate and pretty equal height*. It has, upon 
the whole, a pleafing afpedl, and might be made 
a beautiful fpot by cultivation. The inhabit- 
ants, who appeared to be both numerous and 
well fed, feemed to refemblfe thofc of Otaheite 
and the MarquefaS in the beauty of their perfons ; 
gnd the rcfemblance , as far as could be judged 

* Mangeea lies in the latitude of si' s?' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 201' 5 j' eaft. 



CAPTAIN JAME$ CQOK. 135 

in fo fhort a compafs of time, takes place with Chap. 
refpe;<5l to their general difpofition and charader. VII. 

From the coaft of Mangeea our Commander 1777. 
failed in the afternoon of the thirtieth , and on 3o March. 
the next day land was again feen , within four 
Jeagues of which the ihips arrived on the firft 
of April. Our people could then -pronounce it " Ap"I. 
to be an idand, nearly of the fame appearance 
and extent with that which had fo lately been 
left. Some of the natives fpcedily put off in their 
canoes , , and three of them were perfuaded to 
come on board the Refolatian; on which occafi- "" 

on , their, whole behaviour marked that they 
were quite at tteir eafe, and felt no kind of 
apprehenfion that they fliouki be detained, or 
ill ufed. In a vifit from feveral others of the 
inhabitants , they manifefted a dread of approaclv- 
ing near the cows and horfes; nor could they 
form the leaft conception of their nature. But 
the Iheep and goats did not , in their opinion , 
furpafs the limits of their ideas ; for they gave 
our navigators to underftaad that they knew 
them to be birds. As there is not the moft dif-, 
tant refemblance between a l^jeep or goat, and 
any winged animal, this may be thought to be 
almoft an incredible example of human ignorance. 
But it fiiould be remembered, that, excepting 
hogs, dogs, and birds, thefe people were ftran- ' 

gers to the exiftence of 2i,nY other land-animals. 

In a farther intercourfe with the natives, who 
had brought a hog, together with fome plantains 
and cocoa nuts , they demanded a dog fiom our 

K4 
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Chap, voyagers, and refufed every thing befides which 
Vir. was offered in exchange. One of the gentlemen 
1777, on board happened to have a dog and a bitch, 
which were great nuifances in the jDhip ; and thefe 
he might now have difpofed of in a nianner that 
would have been of real future utility to the 
ifland. But he had no fuch views in making 
them the companions of his voyage, Omai , 
however , with a good-nature that refleds honour 
upon hinxy parted with a favourite dog which 
he had brought from England i and with this 
acqulfition the people departed highly fatisfied. 
1 April, On the third of April , Captain Cook.difpatched 
Mr. Gore , with three boats ,. to endeavour to 
get upon the ifland. Mr, Gore himfelf, Omai , 
Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Burney, were the only 
perfons that landed. The tranfa(Sions of the day, 
of which Mr. Anderfon drew- up ari ingenious 
and entertaining account , added to the ftock of 
knowledge gained by our navigators, but did 
not accomplifh Captain Cook's principal objed:. 
Nothing was procured by the gentlemen , from 
\ the ifland, that fupplied the wants of the fhips. 
In this expedition , Omai difplayed that turn for 
exaggeration, with which travellers have fo fre- 
quently been charged. Being aflced by the natives 
concerning the Engliih., their fl^ips, their country, 
and the arms they made ufe of, bis anfwers were 
not a little marvellous. He told thefe people 
that our country had fliips as large as their ifland ; 
on board which wefe inflruments of war (defcrib- 
ing our guns) of fuch dimenfions, that feveral 
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pcrfbns might fit'withiri- them. At the fame time, ' C H a tI 
he affured the inhabitants that one of thefe gune VIK 
was ftifficient to crufti their -whole ifland at a 1777. 
fingle fliot. Though he was obliged to acknow- 
ledge that the guns on board the veffels upoii 
their coaft were but fmall, he contrived, by an 
explofion of gunpowder, to infpire them with a 
formidable idea of their nature and effedl. It is . 
probable that this reprefentatibn of things con*% 
tributed to the prefervation of the gentlemen, 
in their enterprife on fliore , for a ftrong difpo^. 
fition to retain them had been fhewn by tho 
natives. 

It feemcd deftined that this day fliould give 
Omai more occafions than one of bearing Hr 
principal part in its trarffadlions. The ifland , 
though never vifited by Europeans before , hap- 
pened to have other ftrangers refiding in it; and 
it was entirely owing to Omai's having attended 
on the expedition , that a circumftance fo curious 
came to the knowledge of the Englifh. Scarcely 
bad he been larfded upon the b^ach, when he 
found, among the crowd which had affembled 
there , three of his own countrymen, natives oi 
the Society Iflands. That at the diftance of about 
two hundred leagues from thofe iflands, an im*. 
menfe , unknown ocean intervening , with the 
wretched boats their inhabitants are known to 
make ufe of, and fit only for a patTage where 
fight of land is fcarcely ev^r loft, fuch a meeting, 
at fuch a place, fo accidentally vifited, (h^uld 
occur, may ^yell be regarded as one of thofa 
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Chap, unexpected fituations , with 'which the Avritert 
Vir. of fpigned adventures love to furprize their readers, 
1777. Wh^n events of this kind really happen in com- 
mon life, they deferve to be recorded for- their 
fjngularity. It may e^fily be fuppofed with what 
mutual furprize and fatisfadlion this interview o£ 
Omaiwith his countrymen Nvas attended. Twelve 
years before, about twenty perfons in number, 
of both fexes, had embarked on board a canoe 
at Otaheite , to crofs over to the neighbouripg 
ifland of Ulietea. A violent ftorm having arifen , 
which drove them out of their coiirfc , and their 
provifions being very fcanty, they fufFered incre- 
dible hardfhips, and the greateft part of them 
perifhed by famine and fatigue. Four men only 
furvived , when the boat overfet , and then the 
deftrudion of this fmall remnant appeared to be 
inevitable. However , they kept hanging* by the 
fxde of the veffel , which they continued to do 
for fome days, when they were providentially 
brought within fight of the people of this ifland, 
who immediately fent out canoes , and brought 
them on fhore. The three men who now fur* 
vived , exprefled a flrong fenfe of the kind treat- 
ment they had received; and fo well fatisfied 
• were diey with their prefent fituation , that they 
refufed an offer which was made th^m of being 
conveyed to their native country. A very im- 
portant inftrudlion may be derived from the pre-. 
ceding narrative. It will ferve to explain, better 
than a thoufand conjedures of fpeculativc rea- 
foners , how the detached parts' of the earth , 
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and , in particular , how the iflands of the South Chap. 
Sea , though lying remote from any inhabited VII 
continent, or from each 'other, may have origin* X777* 
ally been peopled. Similar adventures have 
occurred in the hiftory of navigation and fhip- 
wrecks. 

The iftand on which Meffieurs Gore, Ander- 
fon, Burney and Omai, had landed, is called 
Wateeoo by the natives , and is a beautiful fpot , 
having a furface compofed of hills and plains, 
which are covered with a verdure rendered ex- 
tremely pleafant by the diverfity of its hues *. 
Its inhabitants are very numerous; and many of 
the young men were perfedl models in fhape; 
befides which , they had complexions as delicate 
as thofe of the women , and appeared to be 
equally amiable in their difpofitions., In their 
manners, their general habits of life, and their 
religious ceremonies and opinions, thefe iflandera 
have a near ref^mblance to the people of Otaheite 
and its neighbouring ifles ; and their language 
"was well underftood , both by Oniai and the 
two New Zealanders. 

The next place vifited by Captain Cook was 
a fmall ifland , called Wennooa-ette , or Otakoo- 
taia *'^ , to "which Mr. Gore was fent , at the 

* Wate^po lies in the latitude of 20' 1' foiith, and.iiib 
the longitude of 201* 45' eaft, and is about fix league 
in circumference. 

'^^ It lies in the latitude of 19* 1$^ fouth, jind in thc^ 
longitude of 2ox' 37^ eaft. 
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Chap, head of a party, who procured about a hundred 
VII. cocoa nuts for each fhip , and forae grafs , to- 

?777' gether with a quantity of the leaves and branches 
of young trees , for the cattle. Though , at this 
time , no inhabitants were found in Wennoa- 
ette, yet, as there remained indubitable mark§^ 
of its being, at kaft, occafionally frequented, 
Mr. Gore left a hatchet, and feveral nails, to the 
full value of what had been taken away. 

5 April. On the fifth , our Commander directed his| 

courfe for Harvey's Ifland , which was only afc 
the diftance of fifteen leagues , and where he 
hoped to procure fomc refrefhments. This ifland 
had been' difcovered by him, in 1773, during 
his *Iaft voyage , when no traces were difcerned 
of its having any inhabitants. It was. now ex- 
perienced to be well peopled, and by s^ race of 
men » who appeared to differ much , both in 
perfon and difpofition , from the natives of 
Wateeoo. Their behaviour was^diforderly and. 
clamorous; their colour was of a deepei- caft j. 
and feveral . of th^m had a fierce and rugged 
afpedl. It was remarkable , that not one of thenij 
had adopted "the pradice, fo generally prevalent 
among the people of the Southern Ocean , of. 
pun during or tatooing their bodies.; 3ut , . not- 
withftanding this Angularity , the moft unequi- 
vocal proofs were exhibited of their having the 
fame common origin ; and their language, in 
particular, approached flill nearer to the dialed 
of Otaheite, than that of Wateeoo, or Mangeea. 
No anchorage for the fhips being fotmd ia 
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Harve^s Ifland , Captain Cook quitted it with- Chap. 
out delay. . . Vll. 

The Captain being thus difappointed at all the l^n* 
iflands he had met with, fince his leaving New 
Zealand, and his progrefs having unavoidably been 
retarded by unfavourable winds, and other unfore- 
feen circumftances, it became impoffible to think 
of doing any thing tb?s year in the high latitudes 
of the northern heraifphere, from which he was 
flill at ^ great a diftance , though the feafon for 
his operations there was already begun. In this 
fituation , it was abfolutely neceffary , in the firft 
place 5 to purfue fuch meafures as were moft 
likely to preferve the cattle that were on board. 
A ftill more capital objed was to fave the ft ores 
an4 provifions of the fliips, that he might the 
better be enabled to profecutc his difcoveries to 
the north , which could not now be commenced 
till a year later than was. originally intended. If 
he had been fo fortunate as to have procured a 
fupply of water, and of grafs, at any of the 
iflands he had lately vifited, it was his purpofe 
to have ftood back to the fouth, till he had met 
with a wefterly wind. But the certain confe- 
quence ^of doing this, without fuch a fupply, 
would have been the lofs of all thecattle; while, 
at the fame time, not a fmgle advantage 'would 
have been gained with regard to the grand ends 
of the voyage. He determined, to bear away 
for the Friendly Iflands , where he was fure of 
being abundantly provided. 
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Chap. In piirfuing his course ^ agreeably to thii 
VII. refolution, our Commander, on the fourteenth^ 
1777*. reached Palmerfton Illand , wh'ere , .and at a 
i4Apriip neighbouring ifldt, both of which were uninha- 
bited 5 fome little relief was obtained. The boats 
foon procured a Iqad of fcurvy.grafs and young 
cocoa-nut trees , which was a feaft for the cattle; 
and the fame feaft, with* the addition of palm- 
cabbage , and the tender branches of the Wharra 
tree ^ was continued for feveral days. On the 
i& fixteenth, Omai, being on ihore with the Captain^ 
caught, with a fcoop-net, in a very fliort time, 
as much fifh as ferved the whole party for 
dinner, befides fending a quantity to both the 
fhips. Birds, too, and particularly, men-of-war 
and tropic birds, were plentifully obtained ;^fo 
that our navigators had fumptuous entertainment 
Omai aded as cook upon the occafion. The fiih 
and the birds he dreljfed with heated ftones , 
after the manner of his country; and performed 
the operation with a dexterity and good humour 
which were greatly to his credit. From the 
iflot before mentioned , twelve hundred cocoa- 
nuts were procured , which , being equally 
divided among the crew, were of great ufe to 
them , both on account of the juice and the 
kernel. There is no* water in the iilots which 
are comprehended under the name of Palmerfton 
Ifland. If that article could be obtained^ and 
good anchorage could be accompliffied within 
the reef, Captain Cook would prefer this ifland 
to any of the uninhabited ones , for the mere. 
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purpofe of refreffiment. The quantity of fifh Chap. 
that might be caught, would be Sufficient; and VII. 
a fhip's company could roam about, unmolefted 1777* 
by the petulance of the inhabitants. 

Different opinions have been entertained con- 
cerning the formation of the low iflaiids in the 
great ocean. From the obfervations which our 
Commander now made, he was convinced that 
fuch iflands are formed from fhoals , or coral 
banks, and, confequently , that they are always 
increafmg. His reafons for embracing this hypo- 
thefis, are related by him, in his Voyage, with 
his ufual good fenfe and fagacity. 

After leaving Palmerfton's Ifland , Captain 
Cook fleered to the weft , with a view of making 
the beft of his way to Annamooka. During his 
courfe , the fhowers were fo copious , that our 
navigators faved a confiderablc quantity of ^''ater. 
Finding that a greater fupply could be obtained 
by the rain, in one hour, than could be gotten 
by diftiliation in a month , the Captain laid afide 
the ftill , as a thing which was attended with 
mbre trouble than profit. At this time , the united 
heat and moifture of the weather, in addition 
to the impoflibility of keeping the Ihips dry, 
threatened to be noxioys to the health of our- 
people. It was , however , remarkable , that- 
neither the conftant ufe of fait food , nor the 
viciflitudes of climate , were productive of any 
evil efFeds. Though the only material refrefliment 
our voyagers had received , fmce their leaving 
the Cape of Good Hope, was that "which they 
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Chap, had procured at New Zealand , there wus not, 
VII. as yet , a fingle fick perfon on board. This 
1777. happy fituation of things was undoubtedly owing 
to the unremitting attention of our Commander^ 
in feeing^ that my circgmftance was negledlcd 
which could contribute to the prcfervation of 
the health of his company *. 

flt April, On the twenty-eighth of AJdhI, Captain Cook 
touched at the Ifland of Komango ;and, on the 

' *^*y\ firft of May, he arrived at Annamooka. The 
ftation he took was the very fame which he had 
occupied when he vifited the country three. years 
before; and it was probably, almoft in the fame 
place where Tafman , the firft difcoverer of this 
and fome of the neighbouring iflands , anchored 
in 1643. A friendly intercourfe was immediately 
opene'd with the natives, and every thing was 
fettled to the Captain s fatisfadion*. He received 
the greateft civilities from Toobou, the Chief of 
Annamooka; and Taipa , a Chief from the Ifland 
of Komango , attached himfelf to the Englifh iri 
fo extraordinary a manner , that , in order to be 
near them in the night, as well as in the day, 
he had a houfe brought on men's ffioulders , a 
full quarter of a mile , and placed clofe to the 
Ihed which was occupied by our party on ihore. 
6. On the fixth, our Commander was vifited by a 
great Chief from Tongataboo , whofe name was- 
Feenou ^ and who was falfely reprefented , by 
Taipai, to be the king of all the Friendly Ifles. 



^ Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 167 — 224* . 
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The only interruption to the harmony which Chap. 
fubfifted between our people and the natives of Vll. 
Annamooka, arofe from the thievifh difpofition x.777- 
of many of the inhabitants. They afforded fre- 
quent opportunities of remarking how expert 
they were in the bufmefs of ftealing. Eyen fome 
of the Chiefs did not think the profeflion unbe- 
coming their dignity. One of them, was detedled 
in carrying a bolt out of the fhip, concealed 
under his clothes ; for which Captain Cook 
fentenced him to receive a dozen lalhes^ and 
kept him confined till he had paid a hog for his 
liberty. After this aA of juftice, our navigator? 
were no longer troubled with thieves of rank : 
but their fervants, or flaves , were ftill employed 
in the .dirty work; and upon them a flogging 
feemed to make no greater impreffion than it 
would have done upon the maia-m'afl. Whea 
any of them happened to be caught in the adl, 
fo far were their mafters from interceding in their 
favour, that they often advifed our gentlemen 
to kill them. This, however, being a punifliment 
too fev*ere to be inflided , they generally efcaped 
without being puniflied at all; for of the fliame, 
as well as of the pain of corporal chaftifement, 
they appeared to be equally infenfible. At length, 
Captain Clerke inverlted a mode of treatment, 
which was thought to be productive of fome 
good efFedl. He put the thieves into the hands 
of the barber, and completely fliaved their heads. 
In confequence of this operatipn , they became 
objeds of ridicule to their own countrymen; 

Vol. II. L 
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Chap, and our people, by keeping them at a diftance, 
VII. were enabled to djsprive them of future opportu- 

1777. nities for a repetition of their rogueries. 

The ifland of Annamooka being exhaufted of 
its articles of food, Captain Cook propofed, 

ji May. Qn the eleventh , to proceed diredly for Tgnga- 
taboo. From this refolution , however , he was 
diverted, at the inftance of Feenou, who warmly 
recommended, in preference to it, an ifland, or 
rather a group of iflands, called Hapaee, lying 
- to the north-eaft. There, he affured our voya- 
gers , they could be plentifully fupplied with 
every refreOiment, in the eafieft manner; and he 
enforced his advice by engaging to attend them 
thither in perfon. Accordingly, Hapaee was 
made choice of fpr the next ftation ; and the 
examination of it -became an objedl with the 
Captain , as it had never been vifited by any 
European ihips. 
3?» On the feventeenth , our Commander arrived 

at Hippaee , where he met with a mofb friendly 
reception from the inhabitants , and from Earoupa, 
the chief of the ifland. During the whole ftay 
of our navigators , the time was fpent in a reci- 
procation of prefents, civilities, and folemnities. 
On the part of the natives were difplayed fmgle 
, combats with clubs> wreftling and boxing matches, 
female combatants, dances performed by men, 
and night entertainments of fmging and dancing. 
The Englifli , on the other hand , gave pleafure 
to the Indians by exercifing the marines, and 
excited their ailonifliment by the exhibition of 
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fire works. After curiofity had, on both fides, Chap. 
been fufficiently gratified , Captain Cook applied VII. 
himfelf to the examination of Hapaee, Lefooga, 1777. 
and other neighbouring iflands. As the fhips 
were returning, on the thirty-firft, from thefe 3i May. 
iflands to Annamooka, the Refolution was very 
near running full upon a low fandy ifle , called ' 
Pootoo Pootooa, fiirrounded with breakers. Ifc 
fortunately happened , that the men had juft been 
ordered upon deck to put the veflel about , and 
were moft of them at their ftations; fo that the ' 
necefTary movements were executed not only 
with judgment, but alfo with alertnefs. This 
alone faved the Ihip and her company from 
deftrudlion. " Such hazardous fituations," fays 
the Captain, " are the unavoidable companions 
. ^' of the man who goes upon a voyage of dit 
" CO very. " 

During our Commander's expedition to Hapaee, 
he was introduced to Poulaho, the real king of 
'the Friendly Ifles ; in whofe prefence it inftantly 
appealed how grouiidlefs had been Feenou's pre- 
tenfions to that charafter. Fecnou , however, 
was a Chief of great note and influence. By Pou- 
laho Captain Cook was invited to pafs over to 
Tongataboo , which requeft he complied with, 
after he bad touched , for two or tree days at 
Annamooka. In the paflage , the Refolution was 
jnfcnfibly drawn upon a large flat , on which 
lay innumerable coral rocks, of different depths, 
below the furface of the water. Notwithftanding 
all the care and attention of our people to keep 

L z ^ 



1 

r 

Q 



148 THE LIFE OF 

Chap, her clear of them, they could not prevent he^ 
Vll. from ftriking on . one of thefe rocks. The* fame 

1777. event happened to the Difcovery ; but fortun* 
ately , neither of the fhips ftuck fafb, or received 
any damage. 

10 June. On the tenth of June, Captain Cook arrived 
at Tong^taboo , where the king was waiting for 
him upon the beach, and immediately conduded 
him to a fmall, but neat houfe, which,' he was 
told , was at his fervice , during his ftay in the 
ifland. The houfe was fituated a little within the 
fkif ts of the woods , and had a fine large area 
before it; fo that a more agreeable fpot could 
not have been provided. Our Commanders 
arrival, at Tongataboo w^k followed by a ^uc- 
ceflion of entertainments , fimilar to thofe which 
had occurred at Hapaee , though fomewhat 
diverfified in 'circumftances , and exhibited with 
additional fplendour. The pleafure , however, 
of the vifit was occafionally interrupted by the 
thieveries of many of the inhabitants. Nothing 
could prevent their plundering our voyagers, 
in every quarter; and they did it in the moft 
daring and infolent manner. There was fcarcely 
any thing which they did not attempt to fteal; 
and yet, as the crowd was always great, the 
Captain would not permit the centinels to fire, 
left the innocent Ihould fufFer with the guilty. 

19 June. Captain -Cook, on the nineteenth, made a 
diftribution of the animals which he had feledled 
as prefents for the principal men of the ifland. 
To Poulaho , the king , he gave a young Eng- 
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liflfi bull and cow, together with three goats; to C h a F. 
Mareewagee , a Chief of confequence , a Cape VII. 
ram and two ewes *; and to Feepou a horfeand 1777- 
a mare. Omai , at the fame time , was inftrufted 
to reprefent the importance of thefe animals , and 
to explain , as far as he was capable of d{)ing it , 
the manner in which they ihould be preferved 
and treated. Even the generofity of the Captain 
^vas not without its inconveniences. It foon ap- 
peared that fome were diflatisfied with the allot- 
ment of the animals ; for , next morning , two 
kids and two turkey-cocks were miffing. As our 
Commander could not fuppofe that this was an 
Accidental lofs , he determined to have them again. 
The firft ftep he toojc was to feize on three canoes 
that happened to be alongfide tht flhips ; after 
which , he went on ihore , and having found the 
King, his brother , Feenou , and fome other Chiefs , 
he immediately put a guard over them, and gave 
them to underftand , that they muft remain under re- 
ftraint till not only the kid and the turkeys, but 
the reft of the things which, at different times, 
had been ftolen from our voyagers , Ihould be 
reftored. This bold ftep of Captain Cook was' 
attended with a very good eiFedt. Some of the 
articles which had been loft were inftantly brought 

* As none of the natives took t^ie leaft notice or care 
of the three fheep allotted to Mareewagee , Captain Cook 
afterwards ordered them to be carried back to the fhips. 
Befides the animals above-mentioned^ he left in the ifland 
a young boar , and^hree young fows , of the Englifli breed ; 
and two rabbits , a buck and a doe. 
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Chap, back, and fuch good affurances'were given with 
VIL regard to the remainder; that, in the afternoon, 
1777. the Chiefs were releafed. It was a happy cir- 
cumftance , with refpedl to this tranfadion, that 
it did not abate the future confidence of Poulaha 
and his. friends in the Captain's kind and generous 
treatment. 
sJuiy, On the fifth of July was an eclipfe of the fun, 

which , however, in tonfequence of unfavourable 
weather, .was very imperfectly obferved. Hap» 
pily, thedifappointment was of little confequence, 
as the longitude was more, than fufficientljr 
determined by lunar obfervations ^, 
xo. Captain Cook failed from Tongataboo on the 

tenth , ^nd , two days after , came to an anchor 
at the ifland of Middleburg, or Eooa, as it k- 
called by the inhabitants. Here he was immedi- 
ately vifited by Taoofa , the Chief with whoi» 
he had formerly been acquainted. The intercourlb- 

, * now renewed was friendly in the higheft degree^, 

' both with Taoofd and the reft of the native*; 

and our Cpmmander endeavoured to meliorate 
their condition by planting a ,pihe- apple, aii^i 
fowing the feeds of melons , and other vegetables ,. 
in the Chief's plantation. To this he. was encou^ 
raged by a proof that his paf^ endeavours hac| 
not been wholly unfuccefsful. He had, one day^ 
ferved up to him at his dinner, a difh of turnips, 
being the produce of the feeds which he had left, 
at Eooa in his laft voyage, 

* Copk's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 329 — jsg. 
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The ftay which Captain Cook made at the Chap. 
Friendly Iflands was between two and three VII. 
months; during which time, fome accidental dit i*J!77* 
ferences excepted , there fubfifted the utmoft cor- 
diality between the Englifh and the natives. 
Thefe differences were never attended with any 
fatal confequences ; which happy circumftance was 
principally owing to the unremitting attention 
of the Captain, whq direded all his meafures 
with a view to the prevention of fuch quarrels 
as would be injurious either to the inhabitants or v. 

to his own 'people. So long as our navigators 
flayed at the iflands, they expended very little 
of their fea- provifions, fubfifting , in general, 
upon the produce of the country , and carrying 
away with them a quantity of refrelhments fuf- 
licient to lafl till their arrival at another Ration, 
where they could depend upon a frefh fupply. 
It was a fingular pleafure to our Commander, 
that he pofTefTed an opportunity of adding to the 
happinefs of thefe good Indians , by the ufeful 
sfnimals which he left among them. Upon the 
whole, the advantages of having touched at the 
Friendly Iflands were very great ; and Captain 
Cook refledled upon it with peculiar fatisfadion , 
that thefe advantages were obtained without 
retarding, for a fmgle moment, the profecu-^ 
tion of the great obJ6dl of his voyage ; the feafon 
for proceeding to the north having been pre- 
vioufly lofl. 

Befides the immediate benefits which both the 
natives and the Engliih derived from their njutual 
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Chap, intercourfe on Ihe prefent occafion , fuch a large 
VIL addition was now made to the geographical 
i'777. knowledge of this part of the Pacific Qcean , as 
may render no fmall fervice to future navigators. 
Under the denomination of the Friendly Iflatids^ 
muft be included not only the group at Hapaee , 
but all thofe iflands that have been difcovered 
, nearly under the fame meridian, to the north, 

as well as fome others ^ which , though they have 
never hitherto been feen by any European voya- 
gers , are under the dominion of Tongataboo. From 
jthe information which our Commander received , 
it appears that this Archipelago is very extenfivc. 
Above one hundred and fifty illands were reckon- 
ed .up by the natives , who made ufe of bits of 
leaves to afcertain their number ; and Mr. Ander- 
fon , with his ufual diligence , procured all their 
names. Fifteen of them arc faid to be high or 
hilly , and thirty-five of them large. Concerning 
the fize of the thirty-two which were unexplored, 
it can only be mentioned , that they muft be 
larger than Annamooka , which was ranked 
amongft the fmaller ifles. Several, indeed, of 
thofe which belong to this latter denomination, 
are mere fpots, without inhabitants. Sixty-one 
of thefe Ifles have their proper places and names 
marked upon the chart of the Friendly iflands, 
imd the flcetch of the harbour of Tongataboo , 
which are given in the Voyage. Captain Cook 
had not the leaft doubt but that Prince William'* 
Iflands, difcovered and fo named by Tafman, 
were comprehended in the lift furniftied byv the 
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Bativfcs. He had alfo good authority for believing, C h a ^ 
that Keppel's and Bofcawen's Iflands , two of VIL 
Captain Wallis's difcoveries in 1765, were in- 1777« 
eluded in the fame lift; and that they were und^r 
the fovereignty of Tongataboo , which is the 
grand feat of government. It muft be left to 
future navigators to extend the geography of 
this part of the South Pacific Ocean, by afcer- 
taining the exadl fituation and fize of nearly a 
hundred iflands, in the/ neighbourhood, which 
our Commander had no opportunity of exploring. 
During the prefent vifit to the Friendly Iflands, 
large additions were made to the knowledge 
which was obtained, in the laft voyage, of the 
natural hiftory and produdions of the country, 
and- the manners and cuftoms of its inhabitants. 
Though it does not fall within the plan of this 
nai^rative td enter into a detail of the particulars 
recorded, I cannot help taking notice of the 
explanation which Captain Cook has given of 
the thievifh difpofition of the natives. It is an 
explanation which refleds honour upon his faga- 
city, humanity, and candour; and therefore I 
Ihall relate it in his own words: " The only 
" defedt, " fays he, " fullying their charader, 
" that we know. of, is a propenfity to thieving; 
^ to which we found thofe of all ages, and both 
^' fexcs , addided ; and to an uncommon degree. 
^ It Ihould, however, be confidered, that this 
•^ exceptionable part of their condud feemed to 
^ ^xift merely with refped to us; for, in their 
^ general intercourfe with one another, I had 
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Chap. " reafdn to be of opinion, that thefts do not 
VII. " happen more frecjuently ( jperhaps lefs fo ) than 
1777. " in other countries, the dilhoneft pradlices of 
" whqfe worthlefs individuals are not fuppofed 
*^ to authorize any indifcriminate cenfure on the 
" whole body of the people. Great allowances 
" fhould be made for the foibles of thefe poor 
" natives of the Pacific Ocean, whofc minds we 
^ « overpowered with the glare of objeds , equally 
" new to them as they were captivating. Steal- 
" ing, among' the civilized nations of the world, 
\ ^^ may well be confidered as denoting a character 
^' deeply ftained. with moral turpitude , with 
" avarice unreftrained by the known rules of 
" right, and with profligacy producing Extreme 
^' indigence, and negledling the means of rehev- 
" ing it. But at the Friendly and other Iflands 
^^ which we vifited , the thefts, fo* frequently 
^^ committed by the natives, of what we had 
" brought along with us, may be fairly traced 
" to lefs culpable motives. They feemed to arife 
^' folely from an intenfe curiofity or defire to 
" pofTefs fomething which they had not been 
" accuftomed to before , and belonging to a fort 
" of people fo different from themfelves. And, 
" perhaps, if it were poflible, that a fet of beings^ 
" feemingly as fuperior in our judgment, as we 
" are in theirs, fiiould appear amongft us , it 
might be doubted, whether our natural regard 
to juftice would be able to reftrain many from 
falling into the fame error. That I have affign- 
ed the true motive for their propenfity to 
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* this pradice, appears from their ftealing every C h a ?• 
*?' thing indifcriminately at firft fight, before they VII. 

** could have the leaft conception of converting i777- 
^ their prize to any ojie ufeful purpofe. But, I 
^' believe , with us , no perfon would forfeit his 
^ reputation J or eypofe himfelf to puniihnient , 
^ without knowing, before hand, how to employ 

* the ftolen goods. Upon the whole, the pil- 
^' faring difpofition of the iflanders , though 
*^ certainly difagreeable and troublefome to 
^ ftrangers , was the means oF affording us 
^ fome information as to the quicknefs of their 
« intelleds. '' 

With refpedl to the religion of thefe Indians , 
Mr. Anderfon maintains , that they have very 
proper fentiraents concerning the immateriality 
arid immortality of the foul ; and thinks himfelf 
fufficiently authorized to affert, that they do not 
worfhip any thing which is the work of their 
own hands, or any vifible part of the creation. 
The language of the Friendly Iflands has the 
greateft imaginable conformity with that of New 
Zealand , of Wateeoo , and IVIangeea. Several 
hundreds of the words of it were colledled by 
Mr. Anderfon; and, amongft thefe, are terms 
that exprefs numbers reaching to a hundred thou- 
fand. Beyond this limit they never went , and 
probably were not able to go farther; for it v/as 
obferved, that when they had gotten thus far, 
they commonly ufed a word which exprcffes an 
indefinite number. 

It is fcarcely nccelTary to add, that Captain 
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C HAP. Cook, during bis whole ftay at the Friendly 

VIL. Iflands, neglefted nothing which could be the 

1777. fubjedl of aftronomical and nautical obfcrvation. 

Hence the latitude and longitude of tire different 

places he touched at, the variations of the needle, 

and the ftate of the tides, are recorded for the 

improvement of fcienge, and the benefit of future 

navigators *. . 

17 July. On the feventeenth of July , our Commar^der 

took his final leave of the Friendly Iflands, and 

refumed his voyage. An eclipfe was obferved in the 

-'• night between the twentieth and the twenty-firft; 

« Augoft. and on the eighth of Auguft , land was difco- 
vered. Some of the inhabitants, who came off in 
canoes, feemed earnellly to invite our people to 
go on fliore; but Captain Cook did not think 
proper to run the rifk of lofing the advantage of 
a fair wind, for the fake of examining an ifland 
which appeared to be of little confequcncc. ks 
name , as was learned from the natives , who 
fpake the Otaheite language, is Toobouai f. 

Purfuing his courfe, the Captain reached Ota- 
heite on the twelfth , and fleered for Oheitepeha 
Bay, with an intention to anchor there, in order 
to draw what refrefhments he could from the 
fouth-eafl part of the ifland , before he went 
down to Matavai. Omai's firfl reception amongfl 

* Cook's Voyage , iibi fupra, p. 355. ;s9. 367 — 370- 

;8?, ?8<$. 404,40?. 414 — 421. 

t Toobouai is fitUHted in the latitude of 23® 2^^ fouth, 
and in the longitude of 210'* 57' eaft. Its greatcft extent 
is not above five or fix. miles. 
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his countrymen was not entirely of a flattering Chap. 
nature. Though feveral perfons came on board vil. 
who' knew him, and one of them was his brother-: 1777. 
in-law , there w^s nothing remarkably tender or 
ftriking in their meeting. An interview which 
Omai had, on the thirteenth, with his fifter, isAuguft. 
was agreeable to the feelings of nature; fdr their 
meeting was marked with expreflions of tender 
affedion , more cafy to be conceived than 
defcribed. In a vifit, likewife, which he received 
from an aunt, the old lady threw herfelf at his 
feet , and plentifully bedewed them with tears 
of joy. 

Captain Cook was informed by the natives , 
that, fince he was laft at the ifland , in 1774, 
two Ihips had been twice in Ohcitepeha Bay, 
and had left animals in the country. Thefe, on 
farther enquiry, were found to be hogs, dogs, 
goats, one bull, and a ram. That the velfels 
which had vifitcd Otaheite were Spanifh , was 
plain from an infcription that was cut upon a 
wooden crofs , (landing at fome diftance from 
the front of a houfe which had been occupied 
by the ftrangers. On the tranfverfe patt of the 
orofs was infcribed , ♦ 

CbriJbiS vinxit. 

And on the perpendicular part , 

Caro/us III. imperat, 1774. 
Our Commander took this' occafion to prefervc 
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Chap, the memory of the prior vifits of the Englifli , 
VII. by infcribing, on the other fide of the poft. 



1777" 



Georgizis tertius Rex^ 
Annis 1767 , 

■ 

1769. 1773. 1774, & 1777- 

Whatever might be the intentions of the Spaniards 
in their vifits to the ifland , it ought to be remem- 
bered to their honour, that they had behaved 
fo well to the inhabitants, as always to be fpoken 
of ill the ftrongeft expreffions of efteenj and 
veneration. 

Captain Cook had at this time an important 
affair to fettle. As he knew that he could now 
be furnilhed with a plentiful fupply of cocoa nuts, 
the liquor of which is an excellent and wholefbme- 
beverage , he was defirous of prevailing upon 
his people to confent to their being abridged , 
during their ftay at Otaheite and the neighbour- 
'. ing iflands, of their ftated allowance of fpirits to 
mix with water. But as this ftoppage of a favour- 
ite article, without affigning fome reafon for it^. 
might occafion a general murmur , he thought it 
nioft prudent to aflemble the Ihip's company, 
and to makc'knowii to them the defign of the 
voyage, and the extent of the future operations. 
To animate them in undertakingwith chearfulnefs 
and perfeverance what lay before them , he took 
notice of the rewards offered by Parliament, to 
fuch of his Majefly's fubjecls as fhould firft dif- 
cover a communication between the Atlantic and 
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Pacific Oceans, in any diredion whatever, in Chap. 
the northern heniifphere ; and alfo to fuch as VII. 
fhould firft penetrate beyond the eighty - ninth 1777. 
degree of northern latitude. The Captain made 
no doubt, he told them , that he fhould find 
them willing to co - operate with him in attempt- 
ing , as far as might be poflible , to become 
entitled to one or both of thefe rewards; but that 
to give the beft chance of fuccefs , it would be 
neceffary to obferye the utmoft ceconomy in the 
expenditure of, the ftores and provifions , parti- 
cularly the latter , as there was no probability of 
getting a fupply , any where , after leaving thiefe 
ifland?. He ftrengthened his argument by remind- 
ing them , that , in confequence of the' opportu- 
nity's having been loft of getting to the north 
this fummer , the voyage muft laft at leaft a 
year longer than had originally been fuppofed. 
He entreated them to confider the various ob- 
ftrudions and difficulties they might ftill meet 
with , and the aggravated hardfliips they would 
endure , if it fhould be found neceffary to put 
them to Ihort allowance , of any fpecies of provi- 
fions , in a cold climate. For thefe very fubftan- 
tial reafons, he fubmitted to them, whetRer it 
would not be better to be prudent in time, and, 
rather than to incur the hazard of having no 
fpirits left, when fuch a -cordial would moft be ^ 
wanted, to confent to give up their grog now, 
when fo excellent a liquor as that of cocoa-nuts 
could be fubftituted in its place. In C4)nc|ufion^ 
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C ii A P. our Commander left the determination of the 
VII. m'attc^r entirely to their own choice. 
1777. This fpeech , which certainly partook much 

of the naturje of true eloquence, if a difcourfe 
admirably calculated for perfuafion be entitled to 
that charader , produced its full efFedl on the 
generous minds of Englilh feamen. Captain Cook 
had the fatisfadlion ot finding, that his propofal 
did not remain a fingle moment under confidera- 
tion ; being unanimoufly and immediately approv- 
ed of\ without the Icaft objedion. By our 
Comma^nder's order, Captain Clerke made the 
fame propofal to his people ; to which they , 
likewife , agreed. Accordingly , grog was no 
longer ferved, excepting on Saturday nights; 
when the companies of both fhips had a full 
allowance of it, that they might drink the healths 
of their friends in England. 

ft^Auguft. On the twenty -fourth, Captain Cook quitted 
the fouth-eaft part of Otaheite , and refumed his 
old ftation in Matavai Bay. Immediately upon 
his arrival, he was vifited by Otoo, the king of 
the whole iflar^d , and their former friendlhip was 
renewed i a friendlhip which was continued with- 
out interruption, and cemented by a perpetual 
fucceffion of civilities , good offices , and enter- 
tainments. One of our Commanders firft objedls 
was to difpofe of all the European animals which 
were in the fhips. Accordingly, he conveyed to 
Oparre , Otoo's place of refidence , a peacock 
and hen; a turkey cock and hen; one gander, 
and three geefe ; a drake, and four ducks. The 
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geefe and clucks began ^o breed before our havi- C h a t». 
gators left their prefent ftation. There were VII. 
already at Otoo's > feveral goats > and the Spaniih i777» 
bull; which was one of the fineft animals o£ 
the kind that was ever feen. To the bull Cap- 
tain Cook fent the three cows he had on board,; 
together with a bull of his own ; to all which 
were added the horfe and mate , and the Iheep 
that had ftill remained in the veffels. 

The Captain found himfelf lightened of a very 
heavy burthen , in having difpofed of thefe 
paffengers. It is not eafy to conceive the trouble 
and vexation which had attended the convey* 
ance of this living cargo , through fuch various 
, hazards , and to fo immenfe a diftance. But the 
fatisfadlion which our Comniander felt , in having 
been fo fortunate as to fulfil his Majefty's humane 
defigns^ in fending fuch valuable animals ^ to 
fupply the- wants of two worthy nation^ ^ afforded 
him an ample recompenfe for the many anxious 
Jiours he had paffed , before this fubordinate 
objedl of his voyage could be^ carried into execu* 
tion* 

At this time a war was on the point of break* 
ing out, between the inhabitants of Eimeo and 
thofe of Otaheite ; and by the latter Captain 
Cook was requefted to take a part in their 
favour. With this requeft , however ^ though 
enforced by frequent and urgent folicitations , the 
Captain , according to his ufual wifdom , f efufe'd 
to comply. He alledged, that, as he was noc 
thoroughly acquainted' with the difpute , and the 
Vol. IL IVf 
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Chap, people of Eimeo had never offended him , he 
VII. could not think himfelf at liberty to engage in 
1777. hoftilities againft them. With thefe reafons Otoo 
and moft ©f the Chiefs appeared to be Iktisfied ; 
but one of them , Towha, was fo highly difplea- 
fed, that our Commander never afterward reco- 
vered his friendlhip. 

Upon the prefent occafion Captain Cook had 
full and undeniable proof that the offering of 
l^uman facrifices forms a part of the religious infti- 
tutions of Otaheite. Indeed , he \yas a witnefs tQ 
a folemnity of this kind; the procefe of which 
he has particularly defcribed , and has related it 
with the juft fentiments of indignation and ab- 
horrence. The unhappy vidlim , who was now 
offered to the objedt of worihip, feemed to be a 
middle -aged man, and was faid to be one of the 
Idweft clafs of the people. But the Captain could 
not learn, after all his enquiries, whether the 
wretch had been fixed upon , on account of his 
having committed any crime which was fuppofed 
to be deferving of death. It is certain that a 
choice is generally made either of fuch guilty 
perfons for the facrifices, or of. common, low 
fellows, who flroU about, frpm place to place, 
without any vifible methods of obtaining an 
honefl fubfiftence. Thofe who are devoted to 
fuffer , are never apprized of their fate till the 
blow is given that puts an end to their being. 
Whenever, upon any particular emergency, one 
of the great Chiefs confidefs a human facrifice to 
be neceffary, he pitches upon the vidlim, aed 
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then orders him to be fuddenly fallen upon and Chap, 
killed , either with clubs or ftones. Although it VII. 
fhould be fuppofed , that no more than one 1777. 
perfon is ever devoted to deftrudlion'on any 
lingle occafion , at Otaheite, it will ftill be found 
that thefe occurrences are fo freqlient , as to 
caufe a fhocking waftc of the human race ; for 
our Commander counted no lefs than forty -nine 
Ikulls of former viftims , lying before the Morai ' 
where he had feen another added to the number. 
It was apparent , from the freflinefs of thefc 
ikuUs, that no great length of time had elapfed, 
fmce the wretches to whom they belonged had 
been offered upon the altar of blood, 

There is reafon to fear , that this cuftom is as 

extenfive as it is horrid. It is highly probable 

that it prevails throughout the widely rdiffufecf 

iflands of the Pacific Ocean; and Captain Cook 

had particular evidence of its fubfifting at the 

Friendly Iflands. To what an extent the pradice 

of human facrifices was carried in . the ancient 

world, is not unknown to the learned. Scarcely 

any nation was free from it in a certain ftate of 

fociety; and, as religious reformation is one of 

the laft efforts of the human mind , the pracflice 

may b^ continued, even when the manners are 

othcrwife far removed from favage life. It may 

have been a long time before civilisation has made 

fuch a progrcfs as to deprive fupexftitipn of its* 

cruelty, and to divert it from barbarous rites tq 

ceremonies, which, though foolifli enough, are 

comparatively ipiid , gerjtk , wd inaocent. 
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Chap. On the fifth of September , an accident hap- 
VII. pened, Avhich , though flight in itfelf , was of 
J777, fome confequence from the fituation of things. A 
5 Sept. young ram of the Cape breed , which had been 
Jambed and brought up with great care on board 
the lliip , was killed by a dog. Defirous as Cap- 
tain Cook was of propagating fo ufeful a race, 
among the Society Iflands , the lofs of a ram was 
a ferious misfortune. It was the only one he had 
' ^f thaft breed ; and of the Englilh breed a finglc 
jam was all that remained. 

.' Captain Cook and Captain Clerke, on the 
j^^ fourteenth , mounted on horfeback , and took a 
ride round the plain of Matavai, to the great 
furprize of a large number of the natives , who 
attended upon the occafion, and gazed upon the 
gentlemen with as much aftoniihment as if they 
had been Centaurs.' What the two Captains had 
begun, was afterwards repeated every day», by 
one and another of our people ; notwithftanding 
which, the curiofity of the Otaheitans ftill con- 
tinued unabated. They were exceedingly de- 
lighted with thefe animals, after they had feen 
the ufe which was made of them. Not all the 
novelties, put together, which European vifiters 
had carried amongft the inhabitants, mfpired 
them with To high an idea of the greatnefs of 
diftant nations. 

Though Captain Cook would not take a part 
in the quarrels between the iflands, he was ready 
to protect his particular friends , when in danger 
of being injured. Towha ^ who commanded the 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 165 

expedition againft Eimeo , had been obliged to Chap. 
fubmit to a difgraceful accommodation. Being ^H- 
full of refentment on account of his not having 1/77- 
been properly fupported, he was faid to have 
threatened, that, as foon as the Captain ihould 
leave the ifland, he would join his forces to thofe 
of Tiaraboo , and attack Otoo at Matavai or 
Oparre. This induced our Commander to declare, 
in the moft public manner, that he was determin- 
ed to efpoufe the intereft of his friend , againft 
any fuch combination; and that whoever pre- 
fumed to affault him , fbouldfeel the weight of 
his heavy difpleafure, when he returned again to 
Otaheite. Captain Cook's declaration had pro- 
bably the defired effed; for, if Towkihad form- 
ed hoftilc intentions > no more was heard of 
the matter. 

The manner in which our Commander was 
freed from a rheumatic complaint, that confifted 
of a pain extending from the hip to the foot, 
deferves to be recorded. Otoo*s mother, his 
three fitters , and eight other women , went on 
board for the exprefs purpofe of undertaking the 
cure of his diforder. He accepted of their friendly 
offer," had a bed fpread for them on the cabbin 
floor , and fubmit'ted himfelf to their diredions* 
Being defired to lay himfelf down amongfl them, 
then, as many of them as could get round him 
began to fqueeze him with both hands,* from head 
to foot , but more particularly in the part where « , 

the pain was lodged , tiH they made his bones 
crack, and his flefh bGc:ame a perfed mummy. 

M 3 
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C H'A P. After undcrgdiiig this difcipline about i quarter 
VII. of an hour , he Was glad td be releafed from the* 

*777* women. The dpefatioti , however, gave him im- 
mediate relief; fo that he was eftcoufaged to 
fubmit to another rubbing- down before he went 
to bed; the confequencc of which was, that he 
w^s tolerably eafy all the fucceeding night. Hh 
female phyficians repeated their prefcription the 
next morning, and again in the evening; after 
which his pains were entirely removed, and the 
cure was perfeded. This operation , which is 
called Rontee , is univerfally pradifed among thefe 
iflanders; being fometimes performed by the men, 
but more generally by the women. 

Captain Cook, who n6w had come to the 
refofution of departing foon from Otahcite, accom- 

»rS€ffcr panied, on the twenty feventh , Otoo to Oparre, 
and examined the Cattle and poultry, which he 
had configned to his friend's care at that place-r 
Every thing was in a promifmg way, and pro* 
perly attended. The Captain procured from Otoo 
four goats ; two of which he defigned to leave afc 
Ulietea, where none had as yet been introduced; 
and the other two he propofed to referve for the 
life of any iflands he might chance to meet' with 
in his paffage to the north. On the next day , 
Otoo came on board, and informed our Command* 
cr, that he had gotten a canoe, which he defired 
him to carry home, as a prefent to tht Earee rahie 
p no' Pretanc. This, he faid, was the only thing he 
could fend which was worthy *of his Majefty s 
acceptance. Captain Cook w^s ^ot a little plea^^ 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. \6i 

fed \ritli Otoo, for this mark of his gratitude; C h a P- 
and the more, as the thought was entirely his VII. 
own. Not one of our people had given him the I777» 
leaft hint concerning it; and it fhewed that he 
was fully fenfible to whom he ftood indebted for 
the moft valuable prefents that he had received. 
As the canoe was too large to be taken on board, 
the Captain could only thank him for his good 
intentions; but it would have given him a much 
greater fatisfadtion if his prefent could have been 
accepted. 

During this vifit of our voyagers to Otaheite, 
fuch a cordial friendfhip and confidence fubfifted 
between them and the natives, as never once to 
be interrupted by any untoward accident. Our 
Commander had made the Chiefs fully fenfible, 
that it was their intereft to treat with him on 
fair and equitable terms, and to keep their people 
from plundering or ftealing. So great was Otoo's 
attachment to the Englifh, that he feemed pleafed 
with the idea of their having a permanent fet-^ 
tlement at Matavai; not confidering that from 
that time he would be deprived of his kingdom, ' 
and the inhabitants of their liberties. Captain 
Cook had too much gratitude and regard for 
thefe iflanders, to wifh that fuch an event fhould 
ever take place. Though our occafional yifits 
nviy , in fome refpeds , have been of advantage 
to the natives , lie was afraid that a durable 
eftablifhment among them, conducted as moft 
European eftablifliments amongft Indian nations 
have unfprtunately been, >yould give them juft 
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Chap, caufe to lament that they had been dlfcovcred 

Vn. by our navigators. It is not , indeed , likely that 

1777, ^ meafure of this kind (hould at any time feri« 

cully be adopted , becaufe it cannot ferve either 

the purpofes of public ambition , or private 

avarice ; and , without fuch inducements , the 

Captain has ventured to pronounce that it will 

never be undertaken, 

/ From Otaheite our voyagers failed, on the thir- 

te 8ept4 tieth, to Eimeo, where they came to an anchor, 
on the fame day. At this ifland, the tranfad!ons 
which happened were, for the moft part , very un- 
pleafant, A goat, which was ftolen, was recover- 
ed without any extraordinary difficulty , and one 
of the thieves was, at the fame time, furrendered; 
. being the fir{l inftance of the kind that our Com- 
inander had met with in his connexions with 
the Society Iflands. The ftealing of another goat 
was attended with an uncommon degree of per.- 
plexity and troubjc. As the recovery of it was 
.^ matter of no fmall importance, Captain Cook 
was determined to efifed this at any rate; and 
accordingly he made an expedition crofs the 
ifland, in the courfe of which he fet fire to fix 
or eight houfes, and burnt a number of war ca- 
noes. At laft, in confequence of a peremptory 
meflage to Maheine, the Chief of Eimeo, that 
not a fingie canoe fliould be left in the country, 
or an end be put to the ,conteft, unlefs the ani-r 
jnal in his poffeffion fhould be reftoredj^ the goat 
was brought back. This quarrel was as much 
TegrettecJ on the part of the Captain, as it could 
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be on that of the natives. It grieved him to Chap. 
refled, that, after- refufing the preffing folicita- VII. 
tions of his friends at Otaheite to favour their 1777. 
invafion of this ifland , he fhould find himfeif fo 
fpeedily reduced to the neceflity of engaging ia 
fuch hoftilities.^s perhaps, had been more injuri* 
ous to them than Towha's expedition. 

On the eleventh of Oftober, the fhips departed '* ^^ 
from Eimeo, and the next day arrived at Owharre 
harbour, on the weft fid^ of Huaheine. The 
grand buiinefs of our Commander at this ifland 
was the fettlement of Omai. In order to obtain 
the confent of the Chiefs of the ifland, the affair 
was cohduded with great folemnity. Omai dref- 
fed himfeif very properly on the occafion; brought 
with him a fuitable aflbrtment of prefents ; went 
through a variety of religious ceremoaies; and 
made a fpeech, the topics of which had been 
didated to him by our Commander. The refult 
of the negociation was , that a fpot of groi^nd 
was afligned him, the extent of which , along 
the fliore of the harbou?, was about two hun- 
dred yards; and its depth, to the foot of the hill, 
fomewhat more. A proportionable part of the 
hill was included in the grant. . This bufinefo 
having been adjufted in a fatisfadory manner, 
the carpenters of both fliips were employed 
in building a fmall houfe for Omai, in which he 
might fecure his European commodities. At the 
fame time , feme of the Englifli made a gardea 
for his ufe, .in which they planted fhaddocks', 
vines, pine -apples, melons, and the feeds of 
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Chap, fevcwl other vegetable articles. All of thefe 
VII. Captain Cook had thp fatisfadion of feeing in a 
1777. flonrifhing ftatc before he left the ifland. 

At Huaheine Omai found a brother, a fifter, 
and a brother-in-law, by whom he was received 
with great regard and tendernefs. But though 
thefe people were faithful and aflFedionate in 
their attachment to himi, the Captain difcovered, 
with coricern, that they were of too little con- 
fequence in the ifland to be capable of rendering 
him any pofitive fervice. They had not either 
authority or influence to protedl his perfon or 
property; and, in fuch a fituation, there was 
reafon to apprehend, that he might be in danger 
of being ftripped of all his poffeflions, as foon 
as he. fhould ceafe to be fupported by the power 
6f thef Eifglifh. To prevent this evil , if poflible, 
our Commander advifed him to conciliate the 
favour and engage the patronage and protedipn 
of two or three of the principal Chiefs, by a 
proper diftribution of fome of his moveables; 
with which advice he prudently complied. Cap- 
tain Cook, however, did not entirely truft to the 
operations of gratitude, but had recourfe to the 
more forcible motive of intimidation. With this 
view, he took every opportunity of fignifying to 
the inhabitants, that it was his intention to return 
to fhe ifland again, after being abfent the ufual 
' time, and that, if he did i\ot find Omai in the 
fame ft:ate of fecurity in which he left him , all 
thofe whom he fliould then difcover to have 
been his enemies fhould feel the weight of liis 
refentment. As the natives had now formed ati 
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©{jinion '^that their country would be vifited by C h a ?. 
the [hips of England at ftated periods, there was VII. 
ground to hope that this threatening declaration 1777* 
would produce no inconfiderable efFed. 

When Omai's houfe was nearly finiflied , and 
many of his moveables were carried, afhore , a 
l>ox of toys excited the admiration of the multi- 
tude in a much higher degree than articles of a 
more ufeful nature. With regard to his pots , 
kettles, difhes, plates, drinking - mugs ^ glaCfes, 
and the whole train of domeftic accommodations, 
which in our eftimation are fo neceffary. and im- 
portant, fcarcely any one of his countrymerx 
would condefcend to look upon them. Omai 
himfelf , being fcnfible that thefe pieces of Eng- 
iifli furniture would be of no great confequencc 
in his prefent fituation, wifely fold a number of 
them, among the people of the Ihips, for hat- 
ches, and other iron tools, which had a more 
intrinfic value in this part of the world, and 
would give him' a more diftinguilhed fuperiority 
over thofe with whom he was to pafs the re- 
mainder of his days. 

' Omai's family , when he fettled at Huaheinc , 
confifted of eight or ten perfons , if that can be 
called a family , to which a fmgle female did not 
as yet belong, nor was likely to belong, unlefs c 
its matter Ihould become lefs volatile. There 
was nothing in his prefent temper which feemed 
likely to difpofe him to look out for a wife; and, 
perhaps, it is to be apprehended, that his refi- 
dence in England had not contributed to improve 
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Chap, his tafte for the fober felicity of a domefllc unioci 
VII. 'with fome woman of his own country. 
1777. The European weapons of Omai confifted of 

a mufquet, bayonet, and cartouch-box; a fow- 
ling-piece; two pair of piftolsj and two or three 
fwords or cutlaffes. With the poffeffion of thefe 
warlike .implements, he was highly delighted; 
and it was only to gratify his eager defire for 
them , that Captain Cook was induced to make 
him fuch prefents. The Captain would other-^ 
wife have thought it happier for him to be with- 
out fire-arms, or any European weapons, left 
an imprudent ufe of them (and prudence was 
not his moft diftiriguifhed talent ) fliould rather 
cncreaf(^ his dangers than eftablilh his fuperiority* 
Though it was no fmall fatisfadlion to our Com- 
mander to refledl, that he had brought Omai fafe 
back to the very fpot from which he had been 
taken, this fatisfadlion was, neverthclefs,, fome- 
what diminifhed by the confideration , that his 
fituation might now be lefs defirable than it was 
before his connexion with the Englifh. It was 
to be feared , that the advantages which he had 
derived from his vifit to England would place 
him in a more hazardous ftate with refped to 
his perfonal jfafety. 

Whatever faults belonged to Omai's charaAer; 
they were overbalanced by his good-nature and 
bis gratitude. He had a tolerable (hare of lin- 
derftanding , hut it was not accompanied with 
application and perfeverance ; fo that his know- 
ledge of things was very general , and in moft 
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inftances imperfedl ; nor was he a man of much Chap, 
obfervation. He would not, therefore, be able VIL 
to introduce many of the arts arid cuftoms of i777« 
England among his countrymen, or greatly to 
improve thofe to which they have long been habi- 
tuated. Captain Cook, however, was confident 
that he would endeavour to bring to perfedlion 
the fruits and vegetables which had been planted 
in his garden. This of itfelf would be no fmall ac* 
quifition to the natives. But the greateft benefit 
which thefe iflanxis are likely to receive from 
Omai's travels, will be in the animals that are 
left upon them; and which , had it not been for 
his coming to England, they might probably 
never have obtained. When thef^ multiply, of 
which Captain Cook thought there wa» little 
reafon to doubt, Otaheite, and the Society Illand?, 
will equal , if not exceed , any country in the 
known world , for plenty of provifions. 

Before our Commander failed from Huaheine, 
• he had the following infcription cut on the out- 
fide of Omai's houfe : 

Georgiur TertiuSy Rex ^ 2 Novemhris ^ 1777* 
J Refolution , Jac, Cook , Pr. 
yDifcovery y Car. Clerke^ Pr. 

On the fame day ; Omai took his final leave of a Nov. 
our navigators , in doing which he bade farewell 
to a,ll the officers in a very aflfedlionate manner. 
He fuftained himfelf*Vith a manly orefolution till 
he came to Captain Cook , when his utmoft ef- 
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C H A ?i forts to conceal his tears failed ; and he continued 
VII. to weep all the time that the boat, was convey^ 

1777. ing him to' Ihore. Not again to refume the 
jFubjed , 1 fhall here mention , that when the 
Captain was at Ulietea, a fortnight after thi* 
event, Omai fent two men with the fatisfadory 
intelligence, that he remained undifturbed by the 
people of Huaheine, and that every thing fuc- 
ceeded well with him , excepting in t4ie lofs of 
his goat, which Jiad died in kidding. This inr 
telligence was accompanied with a requeft that 
another goat might be given him , together with* 
two axes. Oqr Commaiider efteeming himfelf 
happy in having an additional ' .opportunity of 
ferving him, difpatched the meffengers back- with 
the axes, and a couple of kid?, male and female, 
which were fpared for him out of the Difcovery, 
The fate of the two youths who haid been 
brought from New Zealand muft not be forgot* 
ten. As they were extremely defirous of continu- 
ing with our people, Captain Cook would have 
carried them to England with him , if there had 
appeared the moft diftant probability of their 
ever being reftored to their own country. Ti- 
arooa, the eldeftofthem, was a very well-dif. 
pofed young rnan , with ftrong natural fcnfe, and 
a capacity of receiving any inftruftion. He feemcd 
to be fully • convinced of the inferiority of New 
Zealand to thefe iflands , and refigned himfelf, 
though not without fome degree of rcludlance, 
^o end his days, in eafe and plenty, in Huaheine. 
The other ibi;id foroied fp ttrong an attachment 
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to our liavigators, that it was neceffary to take Chap.' 
him out of the fhip , and carry him afliore by vil. 
force. This neceffity \<ras the more painful, as 
he was a witty, fmart boy; aifd, on that ac- 
count, a great favourite on board. Both thefe 
youths became a part of Omai's family. 

Whilft our voyagers were at Huaheine, the 
atrocious condud of one. particular thief occafion- 
ed fo much trouble , that the Captain punilhed 
him more feverely than he had ever done ^ny 
culprit before. Befides having his head ftnd beard 
Ihaved, he ordered both his ears to be cut off, 
and then difmilTed him. It can fcarcely b^ refleded* 
upon without regret , that our Commarider fhould 
have been compelled to fuch an adl of fevcrity. 

On the third of November, the fhips' came to 
an anchor in the harbour of Ohamaneno , in the 
ifland of Ulietea. The obfervatories being fet up 
on the fixth , arid the neceffary inftruments having 
been carried on Ihore, the two fojlowing days 
were employed in makings aftronomical qbferva- 
tions. In the night between the twelfth and thir- , 
teenth, John Harrifon, a, marine, who wasfentinel 
at the obfervatory, deferted, taking with him his 
arms and accoutrements. Captain Cook exerted 
himfelf , on this occafion., with his ufual vigour. 
He went himfelf in purfuit of the deferter, who, 
after fome evafion on the part of the inhabitants, 
was furrcndered. He was found fitting between 
two women , with the mufquet lying before him; 
and all the defence he was able to make was, 
that he had been enticfed away by the natives^ 
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Chap. As this account was probably the truth, and asr 

r VII, it appeared befides, that he had remained upon 

I^^^. his poft till within ten minutes of the time when 

he was to have been relieved , the punilhment 

which the Captain inflidled upon him was not 

very fevere. 

> Some days after , a ftill more troublefome affair 
•happened , of the fame nature. On the morning 
04^07* ^f ^^ twenty-fourth, the Captain was informed 
that a midfliipman , and a feaman , both belong- 
ing to the Difcovery, were milling; and it foon 
appeared that they had gone away in a canoe , 
' in the pr-eceding evenings and had now reached 
the other end of the ifland. As the midihipman 
'was known to have exprefied a defire of remain- 
ing at thefe iflands, it was evident that he and 
J his companion had gone off with that intention* 

Though. Captain Clerke immediately fet out in 
C[ueft of them, with two armed boats, and a 
party of marines , his expedition proved fruitlefs^ 
the natives having amufed him the whole day 
, ft?. i^ith falfe intelligence. The next morning an 
account was brought that the deferters were at 
Otaha. As they were not the only perfons in 
the Ihips who wifhed to fpend theif days at thefe 
favourite iflands , it became neceffary, for the 
purpofe of preventing any farther defertion , to 
recover them at all events. Captain Cook , 
/ therefore, in order to convince the inhabitants 
that he was in earnefl: , refolved to go after the 
fugitives himfelf ; to which meafure he was de- 
t^erminedj from having, obferved, in repeated in- 

* ftancea , 
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fiances , that the natives had feldom offered to C H a p. 
deceive him with falfe information. VII. 

Agreeably to this refolution , the Captain fet 1777* 
out, the next morning, with two armed boats, 
being accompanied by Oreo, the Chief of UJietea, 
and proceeded immediately to Otaha. But when 
he had gotten to the place where the deferters 
were expedled to be found , he was acquainted 
that they were gone over to Bolabola. Thither 
bur Commander did not think proper to follow 
them, having determined to purfue another mea- 
fure , which he judged would more effedlually 
anfwer his purpofe* This meafure was, to put 
the Chief's fon, daughter, find foi>in-law, intci 
confinement, and to detain them till the fugitives 
Ihould be reftored. As to Oreo, he was informed, 
that he was at liberty to leave the Ihip whenever 
he pleafed , and to take fuch methods as he 
efteemed beft calculated to get our two men 
back; that, if he fucceeded , his friends fhould 
be releafed ; if not, that Captain Cook Was 
refolved to carry them away with him. The 
Captain added, that the Chief's own condudl^ 
^s well as that of many of his people, in affift- . 
ing the runaways to efcape , and in enticing ^ 
others to follow them, would juftl^y any ftep 
that could be taken to put a ftop to fuch pro- 
ceedings. In confequence of this explanation pf 
our Commander's views and intentions , Oreo 
zealoufly exerted himfelf to recover the deferters? 
for which purpofe he difpatched a canoe to 
Bolabola, with a meffage to Opoony, the fover* 
VoL.IL N 
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C H A P. eign of that ifland , acquainting him with \yhat 
VII. had happened, and requefting him to feize the 
1777. two fugitives, and fend them back. The meffen- 
ger , who was no lefs a perfon than the father of 
Pootoe , Oreo's fop-in-law , came ., before he fet 
out^ to Captain Cook, to receive bis commands ; 
which were, not to return without the runa- 
ways, and to ii;iform Opoony, that, if they had 
left Bolabola, he mufl; difpatch canoes in purfuic 
of them , till they fhould finally be reftored. 
Thefe vigorous, meafures were, at length, fuc- 
SS8N0V. . cefsful. On the twenty-eighth, the deferters were 
brought back; and, as foon as they were on 
board , the three prifoners were releafed. Our 
Commander would not have aded fo refolutely 
on the prefent occafion, had he not been pecu- 
liarly folicitous to fave tlie fon of a brother 
officer from being loft to his country. 

While this affair was in fufpenfe, fome of the 
natives, from their anxiety on account of the 
confinement of the Chiefs relations, bad formed 
a defign of a very ferious nature j which was no 
lefs than to feize upon the perfons of Captain 
Clerkc and Captain Cook. With regard to Cap- 
tain Clerke , they made no fecret of fpeaking of 
• their fcheme, the day after it was difcovered. 
But their flrft and grand plan of operations was 
to lay hold of Captain Cook. It was his cuftom 
to bathe , every evening , in frefli water ; in 
doing which he frequently went alone , and 
always without arm?. As the inhabitants ex- 
peded him to go ," as ufu^l , on the evening of 
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tlie twenty.fixth , they had determined at that C h a P. 
time to make him a prifoner. But he had thought VII. 
it prudent, after confining Oreo's family , to 1777. 
avoid putting himfelf in their power; and had 
cautioned Captain Gierke, and the officers, not 
to venture themfelves far from the Ihips. In the. 
courfe of the afternoon , the Chief afked Captain 
Cook, three feveral times, if he vsrould not 'go 
to the bathing-place; and when* he found, at 
laft , that the Captain could not be prevailed 
upon, he went off, with all his people. He was 
apprehenfive, without doubt, that the defiga 
was difcovered; though no fufpioion of it was 
then entertained by our Commander , who ima- 
gined that the natives were feized with fome 
fudden fright, from which, as ufual, they would 
quickly recover. On one occafion, Captain Clerkc 
and Mr. Gore were in particular danger. A party 
of the inhabitants, armed with clubs, advanced 
againft them ; and their fafety was principally 
owing to Captain Gierke'^ walking with a piftol 
in his hand, which he once fired. The difcovery 
of the confpiracy , efpecially fo far as refpedled 
Captain Clerkc and Mr. Gore, was made by a 
girl , whom one of the officers had brought 
from Huaheine. On this account, thofe who were 
charged with the execution of the defign were 
fo greatly offended with her, that they threatened 
to take away her life, as foon as our navigators 
fliould leave the ifland: but proper methods were 
purfued for her fecurity. It was a happy circum- 
flauce that the affair was brought to light; fmce 
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Chap, fuch a fcheme could not have been carried into 
VII. efFedl, without berng, in its confequences , pro- 
1777. duclive of much diftrefs and calamity to the 
natives. 

Whilft Captain Cook was pt Ulietea , he was 
vifited by his old friend Oree , who , in the 
former voyages, was Chief, or rather Regent, 
of Huaheine. Notwithftanding his now being, ia 
fome degree , reduced to the rank of a private 
perfon, he ftill preferved his confequence; never 
appeared without a numerous bo/Jy of attendants j 
and was always provided with fuch prefents as 
indicated his wealth , and were highly accept-- 
able. 

The laft of the Society Iflands to which our 

Commander failed , was Bolabola , where he 

8 Dec. arrived on the eighth of December. His chief 

view in paffing over to this ifland was to procure 

from its monarch, Opoony, an anchor which 

JMonfieur de Bougainville had loft at Otaheite, 

and which had been conveyed to Bolabola. It 

was not from a want of anchors that Captain 

Cook was defirous of making the purchafe, but 

to convert the iron of which it confifted into 

a frefli affortment of trading articles, thefe being 

now very much exhaufted. The Captain fuc- 

ceeded in his negociation , and amply rewarded 

Opoony for giving up the anchor. 

Whilft our Commander was at Bolabola , he 
received an account of thofe military expeditions 
of the people df ^this country , which he had 
heard much of in each of his three voyages, and 
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which had ended in the complete conqueft of Chap. 
Ulietea and Otaha. The Bolabola men, in confe- VII. 
quencc of thefe enterprifes, were in the higheft 1777. 
reputation for their valour; and, indeed, were 
deemed fo invincible as to be objects of terror to 
all the neighbouring iflands. It was an addition to 
their fame that their country was of fuch fmall 
extent, being not more than eight leagues in 
compafs, and not half fo large as Ulieiea. 

Captain Cook continued to the laft his zeal for 
furnifliing the natives of the South Sea with 
ufeful animals. At Bolabola, where there was 
already a ram , which had originally been left 
by the Spaniards at Otaheitc , he carried afliore 
an ewe , that had been brought from the Cape 
of Good Hope; and he rejoiced in the profpedl 
of laying a foundation , by this prefent , for a 
breed of fliecp in the iflatid. He left alfo at 
Ulietea, under the care of Oreo, an Englifli boar • 
and fow , and two goats. It may , therefore , be 
regarded as certain , that not only Otaheitc , but 
all the neighbouring iflands , will , in a few ^ 
years, have 'their race of hogs confiderably im- 
proved ; and it is probable , that they will be 
ftocked with all the valuable animals, which 
have been tranfported thither by their European 
vifiters. When this Ihall be accomplifhed , no 
part of the world will equal thefe iflands^ in the 
variety and abundance of the refrefliments which 
they will be able to afford to navigators; nor 
did the Captain know any place that excelled 
them, even in their prefent ftate. 

N3 
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C H A ?. It 1$ an obfervation of great importance , that 
VII. the future felicity of the inhabitants of Otaheite , 
1777, and the Society Iflands, will not a little depend 
on their continuing to be vifited from Europe. 
Our Commander could not avoid expreffing it 
is his real opinion , that it would have been far 
better for thefe poor people , never to have 
known our fuperiority in the accommodations 
and arts which render life comfortable , than, 
after once knowing it , to be again left and aban- 
doned to their original incapacity of improvement. 
If the intercourfe between them and us fhould 
wholly be difcontinued , they cannot be reftored 
to that happy mediocrity in Which they lived 
before they were firft diicovered. It feemed to 
Captain Cook that it was become , in a manner, 
incumbent upon the Europeans to vifit thefe 
iflands once in three or four years , in order to 
fupply the natives with thofe conveniences which 
we have introduced among them, and for which 
we have given them a prediledlion. Perhaps they 
may heavily feel the want of fuch occafional 
fupplies, when it may be too late to go back to 
their old and lefs perfedl contrivances ; contrivan- 
ces which they now defpife, and which they 
have difcontinued fmce the introdudion of ours. 
Iti3, indeed, to be apprehended, that by the 
time that the iron tools, of which they had 
become poffeffed , ar€ worn out , they will have 
almoft loft the knowledge of their own. In this 
laft voyage of our Commander, a ftone hatchet 
was as rar^ a thing among the irib^bitants as an 
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iron one was eight years before ; and a chiffel Chap. 
of bone or ftpne was not to be feen. Spike-nails VII* 
had fucceeded in their place; and of fpike- nails 1777^ 
the natives were weak enough to imagine that 
they had gotten an inexhauftible ftore. Of all 
our commodities , axes and hatchets remained the 
moft unrivalled ; and they muft ever b^ held in 
the higheft eftimation through the^whole of the 
iflands. Iron tools are fo ftrikingly ufeful , and 
are now become fo neceffary to the comfortable * 
exiftcnce of the inhabitants , that , fliould they 
ceafe to receive fupplies of them , their fituation, 
in confequence of their neither poffefling the 
jnaterials, nor, being trained up to the art of fa- 
bricating them , would be rendered completely 
niiferable. It is impoffible to refled upon this . 
reprcfentatipn of things without ftrong feelings 
of fympathy and concern. Sincerely, is it to be 
wiflied , that fuch may be the order of events , 
and fuch the intercourfe carried on with the 
fouthern iflanders, that, inftead of finally fufFer- 
ing by their acquaintance with us , tliey may 
rife to a higher ftate of civilization , and' perman- 
ently enjoy bleffings far fuperior to what they 
had heretofore known. 

^ Amidft the various fubordinate employments 
which engaged the attention of Captain Cook 
and his affociates, the great objedls of their duty 
were never forgotten. No opportunity wa:s loft 
of making aftronomical and nautical obfer vations j 
Jthe confequence of Which was-, that the latitudes 
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Chap, and longitude of the places where the Ihips an« 

VII. chored , the variations of the compafs, the dips of 

iy7*f. the needle, and the ftate of the tides, were 

afcertained with an accuracy that forms a valuable 

addition to philofophical fcience, and will be of 

eminent fervice to future navigators. 

Our Commander was now going to take his 
final departure from Otaheite. and the Society 
Iflands. Frequently as they had been vifited , 
it might have been imagined that their religious , 
political , and domeftic regulations , manners , 
and cuftpms, muft, by this time , be thoroughly 
iinderftood. A great acceffion of knowledge was 
undoubtedly gained in the prefent voyage; and 
yet it was confeffed , both by Captain Cook and 
Mr. Anderfon, that their accounts of things were 
ftill imperfed in various refpedls; and that they 
continued ftrangers to ^many of the moft import- 
ant inftitutions which prevail among the natives. 
There was one part of the charadler of feveral 
/ of thefe people , on which the well - regulated 
mind of the Captain would not permit him to en* 
Jarge. " Too much ," fays he , "fcems tohavebeea 
'^^ already known, and publiflied in our former rela* 
^' tions, about fome of the modes of life, that made 
^' Otaheite fo agreeable an abode to many on 
" board our fhips; and if I could now add any* 
*^ finifhing ftrokes to a pidure, the outlines of 
^^ which have been already drawn with fufficient 
^^ accuracy , I Ihould ftill have hefitated to make 
^ this journal the place for exhibiung a view of 
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^ licentious manners , which could only ferve to Chip. 
" difguft thofe for whofe information I write *. '* VII. 

From Mr. Anderfon's account of the Otaheitans^ X777. 
it appears , that their religious fyftem is extenfive, 
and , in various inftances , fingular. They do not 
feem to p3.y refped to one God' as poffeffing 
pre - eminence , but believe in a plurality of 
divinities , all of whom are fuppofed to be very 
powerful. In different parts of the ifland, and 
in the neighbouring iflands , the inhabitants chufe 
thofe deities for the objedls of their worfhip, 
who, they think, are moft likely to proted 
them, andtofopply all their wants. If, however, 
they are difappbinted in their expedations , they 
efteem it no impiety to change their divinity, 
by having recourfe to another , whom they hope 
to find more propitious and fuccefsful. In ge* 
neral, their notions concerning Deity are extra- 
vagantly abfurd. With regard to the foul , they 
believe it, according to Mr. Anderfon, to be 
both immaterial and immortal; but he acknow- 
ledges , that they are far from , entertaining thoi^ 
fublime expedlations of future happinefs which 
the Chriftian revelation affords, and which even 
reafon alone, duly exercifed, might teach us to 
exped t« ' 

Although feventeen months had elapfedj fmce 
Captain Cook's departure from England, during 

. * Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. ii, p. 
J — 140. 

t Ibid. p. 162— 'X6 J. 
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Chap, which time he had not, upon the whole, been 
VII. unprofitably employed, he was fenfible that, with 
I777, refped to the principal objedl of his inftrudlions, 
it was now only the commencement of his 
voyage; and that, therefore, his attention 
was to be called anew , to every circumftance 
which might contribute towards the fafety of 
his people, and the ultimate fuccefs of the expe- 
dition. Accordingly, he had examined into the 
• ftate of the provifions , whilft he was at the 

Society Iflands ; and , as foon as he^had left them , 
and had gotten beyond the extent of his former 
difcoveries, he ordered a furvey to be taken of 
all the boatfwain's and carpenter's ftores which 
were in the fhips, that he might be fully in- 
formed of their quantity and condition; and, by 
' that means, know how to ufe them to the greateft 
advantage. 
8 Dec. jt ^yjjg Qj^ |.j^g eighth of December , the very day 

on which he had touched there , that our Com- 
mander failed from Bolabola. In the night be- 

ft3* tween the twenty - fecond and twenty - third , he 
croffcd the" line, in the longitude of 203° 15' 

a^ eaft; and on the twenty -fourth , land was difco* 
vered, which was found to be one of thofe low 
uninhabited iflands that are fo frequent in this 
. ocean. Here our voyagers were fuccefsful In 
catching a large quantity of turtle, which fupplied 
them with an agreeable refrefliment ; and here , 

48; on the twenty- eighth » an eclipfe of the fun was 
obfervcd by Mr. Bayly, Mr. King, and Captain 
Cook. On account of the feafon of the year , 
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the Captain called the land where he now was, C h a p. 
and which he judged to be about fifteen or VII. 
twenty leagues in \circumference , Christmas i777« 
Island ^. By his order , feveral cocoa - nuts 
and yams were planted, and fofne melon -feeds 
fown, in proper places; and a bottle was left, 
containing this infcription: 

Georgitis Tertitis ^ Rex ^ 51 Decembris ^ '777« ^ 

J Kefolution , Jdc, Cook , Pr. , 
[Difcovery ^ Car, Clerke ^ Pr. f 

On the fecond of January, i?'78 , the fhlps a January, 
rcfumed their courfe to the northward , and though 
feveral evidences occurred of the vicinity of 
landj none was difcovercd till the eighteenth , '81 
when an ifland made its appearance , bearing north- 
caft by eaft. Soon after , more land was feen , 
lying towards the north , and entirely detached 
from the former. The fucceeding day was dif- 
tinguifhed by the difcovery of a third ifland, in 
the diredion of weft-north-weft, and as far diftant 
as the eye could reach. In fteering towards the 
fecond ifland , our voyagers had fome doubt 
whether the land before them was inhabited; 
but this matter was fpcedily cleared up , by the 
putting off of fome canoes from the fliore , con- 
taining from three to fix men each. Upon their 

* The weft fide of it , on which the cclipfe vms obferv- 
cd, lies in the latitude of i** 59' north, and in the 
longitude of zoz** 50' eaft. 

f Cook's voyage, ubi fupra, p. 179-^1 89* 



188 T H E L I F E O F 

Chap, approach, the, Englifh were agreeably furprifed 

VII. to find, that they fpoke the Itoguage of Otaheite > 

1778. and of the other countries which had lately been 

vifited. Thefe people were at firft fearful of 

20 January going on boarj ; but when, on the twentieth, 
fome of them 'took courage , and ventured to do 
it, they expreffcd an aftonifhmcnt, on entering 
the fhip , which Captain Cook had never expe- 
rienced in the natives of any place, during the 
whole courfe of his feveral voyages. Their eyes 
continually flew from objed to objedt; and, by 
the wildnefs of their looks and geftures , they 
fully manifefted their entire ignorance with rela- 
tion to every thing they faw , and ftrongly marked 
to our- navigators, that, till this time, they had 
never v been vifited by Europeans , or been ac- 
quainted with any of our commodities , excepting 
iron. Even with refpedl to iron , it was evident 
that they had only heard of it, or, at mod, had 
known it in fome fmall quantity, brought to 
them at a diftant period; for all they underftood 
concerning it was , that it »was a fubftance much 
better adapted to the purpofes of cutting , or the 
boring of holes , than any thing their own 
country produced. Their ceremonies on entering 
the fliip, their geftures and motions, and their 
manner of fmging , were fimilar to thofe which 
opr voyagers had been accuftomed to fee in the 
places lately vifited. There was, likewife, a 
farther •ircumftance in which thefe people per- 
fedlly refembled the other iflanders; and that was, 
ill their endeavouring to fteal whatever came 
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within their reach ; or rather to take it openly , Chap. 
as what would either not be relented , or not Vll. 
hindered. The Englifh foon convinced them of 1778. 
their miftake , hy keeping fuch a watchful eye 
over them, that they afterwards were obliged to 
be lefs adlive in appropriating to themfelves every / 
objedl that ftruck upon their fancy, and excited 
the defire of poffeffion. 

One order given by Captain Cook at this 
ifland was , that none of the boats crews Ihould 
be permitted to go on fhorc; the reafon of which 
was , that he might do every thing in his power 
to prevent the importation of a fatal difeafe , 
which, unhappily, had already been communicat- 
ed in other places. With the fame view , he 
directed t|iat all female vifiters lliould be. excluded 
from the ftiips. Another neceflary precaution , 
taken by the Captain , was a ftrid injundion , 
that no perfon, known to be capable of propa- 
gating difprder, Ihould be fent upon duty out of, - 
the vcffels. Thus zealous was the humanity of 
our Commander, to prevent an irreparable injury 
from being done to the natives. There are men 
who glory in their fhame , and who do not care 
how. much evil they communicate. Of this there 
was an inftance at Tongataboo , in the gunner 
of the Difcovery , who had been ftatipned on 
fhore to manage the trade for that fliip ; and 
who, though he was well acquainted with hr$ 
own^ fituation , continued to have connexions 
with different women. His companions expoftu^ 
lated with him without effed , till Captain 
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C H A P. Gierke , hearing of the dangerous irregularity of 
VII. his condud, ordered him on board. If. I knew* 
1778, the rafcal's name, I would hang it up, as far 
sa lies in my power, to everlafting infamy. 

Mr. Williamfon being fent with the boats to 
fearch for water, and attempting to land, the 
inhabitants came down- in fuch numbers, and 
were fo violent in their endeavours to feize upon 
the oars, mufquets, and, in fhort, every thing 
they could lay hold of, that he was obliged -to 
fire, by which one man was killed. This un- 
happy circumftance was not known to Captain 
Cook till after he had left the ifland} fo that all 
his meafures were direded as if nothing of the 
kind had happened. 

When the "fliips were brought to an anchor , 
our Conimander went on fhore ; and , at the 
very inftant of his doing it, the qolleded body 
, of the natives all fell flat upon their faces, and 
continued in that humble pofture, till, byexprcflive 
figns, he prevailed upon therii to rife. Other 
ceremonies followed ; and the next day a trade 
was fet on foot for hogs and potatoes , which 
the people of the ifland gave in exchange for 
nails and pieces of iro«, formed into fomething 
like chiffels. So far was any obftrucStion {torn 
being met with in watering, that, on the contrary, 
the inhabitants a0ifl;cd our men in rolling 
the calks to and from the pool i and readily 
performed whatever was required. 

Affairs thus going on to the Capt^iin's fatis- 
fadtion , he made an excurfion into the country. 
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ptccompanied by Mr. Anderfon and Mr. Webber, Chap* 
the former of whom was as well qualified to VII. 
defcribe with the pen , as the latter was to 1778- 
reprefent with his pencil, whatever might occur 
worthy of ""obfervation. In this excurfion , the 
gentlemen, among other objedls that called for 
their attention, found a Moral ^ a particular 
defcriptlon of wliicb , together with drawings 
of it , are 52;iven in the Voyage. On the return 
of our Commander , he had the pleafure of 
finding that a briflc trade for p'gs, fowls, and 
roots was carrying on with the greateft good 
order , , and without any attempt to cheat , or 
Ileal, on the part of the natives. The rapacious 
difpofition they at firft difplayed, was entirely 
corredled by their convidion that it could not 
be exercifed with impunity. Among the articles 
which they brought to barter , the moft remark- 
able was a particular fort of cloak and cap, that 
might be reckoned elegant, even in countries 
Avhere drefs is eminently the objedt of attention. 
The cloak was richly adorned with red and 
yellow feathers, which in themfelves were, highly 
beautiful, and the newnefs and freflniefs of which 
added not a little to their beauty. 

On the twenty -fecond , a circumftance occurred, a^ Jan. 
which gave the Englifli room to fufpedl that the 
people of the ifland arc eaters of human flelh. 
Not, however, to reft the belief of the exiftence 
of fo horrid a pradlice on the foundation of 
. fufpicion nonly , Captain Cook was anxious to 
enquire into the truth of the fad, the refult of 
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Chap, which wasr its being fully confirmed. An old 
IVI. man, in particular , who was aflced upon the 
1778. fubjcd:, anfwered in the affirmative , and feemed 
to laugh at the fimplicity of fuch a queftion. 
His anfwer was equally affirmative on a repetition 
of the enquiry ; and he added that the flelh of 
men was excellent food, or, as he exprefTcd it, 
^' favoury eating, " It is underftood that enemies 
flain- in battle- are the fole objeds of this abo- 
minable cuftom. 

The illand at which our voyagers had now 
touched, was called Atooi by the natives. Near 
it was another ifland, named Oneeheow, where 
our Commander came to au anchor on the 

29 January, ^wenty^ninth of the month. The inhabitants 
* were found to refemble thofe of Atooi in their 
difpofitions , manners , and cuftoms ; and proofs , 
too convincing, appeared that the horrid banquet 
of human flefh is here as much reliQied-, amidft 
plenty , as it is in New Zealand. From a defire 
of benefiting thefe people, by furnifliing them 
with additional articles of food , the Captain left 
with th^m a ram-goat and two ewes , a boar 
and fow-pig of the Englilh breed , and the feeds 
of melons , pumpkins , and onions. Thefe bene- 
volent prefents would have been made to Atooi, 
the larger ifland , had not our navigators been 
unexpededly driven from it by ftrefs of weather. 
Though the foil of Oneeheow feemed, in gene- 
ral, poor, it was obfervable, that the ground 
was covered with fhrubs and plants , fome of 
which perfumed the air with a more delicious 

fragrancy 
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ffagrancy than -what Captain Cook had met G M il i^i 
with at any other df the countries that had been VII. 
vifited by him in this part of the world. > i7?8* 

It is a curious circumftance, with regard td 
the idands in the Pacifi<: Ocean which the 
late European voyages have added to the geo- 
graphy of the globe , that they have generally 
been found to lie in groups, or clufters^ The 
iingJe intermediate iflands, which have as yet 
been diifcovered, are few in proportion to the 
others; though there are probably many more 
of them that are ftill unknown, and may ferve 
as fteps , by which the feveral clufters are , in 
fome degree , conneded together. Of the Archi* 
pclago now lirft vifited^ there were five only 
with which our Commander became at this 
time acquainted* The names of thefe^ as given 
by the natives , were Woahoo , Atooi , Onee- 
heow , Orechoua , and Tahoora- To the whole 
group Captain Cook gave the appellation of 
Sandwich Islands , in honour of his greae 
friend and patron , the Earl of Sandwich ** 

Concerning the ifland of Atooi , which is the 
largeft of the five , and which was the principal 
fceiie of the Captains operations, he colleded, 
in conjundlion with Mr. Anderfon^ a confider-* 
able degree of information. The landj as to it^ 

* The iflands that were feen by CaptJtin Cook ^ ard 
fituatedin the latitude of 2 1 ' 50' and 22" 15^ north, and 
between the longitude of 199"* 20' and 201* %o^ eaft- 
It was in confequence of feventy-two^ fets of limar dbfer^ 
vations that the longij^ude was determined 

Vol. IL O 
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Chap* general appearance , does not in the lead refemblc 
VII. any of the iflands that our voyagers had hitherto 
1778. vilited ^yithin the tropic, on the fouth fide of 
the equator i excepting fo far as regards its hills 
near the centre, which flope gently towards the 
fea. Hogs, dogs, and fowls, were the only- 
tame or domeftic animals that were here found; 
and thefe were of the' fame kind with thofc 
which exill in the countries of the South Pacifie 
Ocean. Among the' inhabitants (who are of a 
middle ftature, and firmly made), there is a 
more remarkable equality in the fize-, colour, 
and hgure of both fexes, than our Commander 
had obferved in moft other places. They appear- 
ed to be bleft with a frank and chearful difpcH 
fition; and, in Captain Cook's 04)inion, they 
are equally free from the fickle . levity which 
diftinguiflies the natives of Otaheite, and tlie 
fedate caft difcernible amongft many of thofe of 
Tongataboo. It is a very pleafmg circumftancc 
in their charader , that they pay a particular 
attention to their women , and readily lend 
afliftance to their wives , in the tender offices 
of maternal duty. On all occafions, they fcemed 
to be deeply impreffed with a confcioufnefs of 
their own inferiority ; being alike ftrangers to 
thje prepofterous pride of the more poliflied Japo- 
nefe, and of the ruder Greenlander, Contrary 
to the general pradice of the countries that had 
hitherto been difcovered in the Pacific Ocean, 
the people of the Sandwich Iflands have not tlieir 
ears perforated ; nor have they the lead idea of 
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wearing ornaments in them , though , in other Chap. 
refpedls , they are fufticientJy fond of adorning vil. 
their perfons. In every thing manufadured by 1778. 
them there is an uncommon degree of neatnefe 
and ingenuity; and the elegant form and polifh 
of fome of their fifliing-hooks could not be 
exceeded by any European artitt , even if he 
ihould add all his knowledge in defign to tKe 
number and convenience of his tools. From 
what was feen of their agriculture , fufficient 
proofs were afforded that they are not novices 
in that art ; and that the quantity, and goodnefs 
of their vegetable produdions may as much be 
attributed to (kilful culture, as to natural fertility 
of foil. Amidft all the refemblances between the 
natives of Atooi , and thofe of Otaheite , the 
coincidence of their languages was the moft 
ftriking ; being , almoft word for word , the 
fame. Had the Sandwich Iflands been difcovered 
by the Spaniards , at an early period , they 
would undoubtedly have taken advantage of fo 
excellent a fituation , and have made ufe of them 
as refrefhing places to their fhips , which fail 
annually from Acapulco for Manilla. Happy, 
too, would it have been for Lord Anfon, if 
he had known that there exifted a group of 
iflands, half way between America and Tinian, 
where all his wants could effedually h^ve been 
fupplied , and the different hardjQhips to which, 
he was expofed have been avoided *, 

* Cook's Voyage , ubi fupra , p. x79-r-2?2. 
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Chap. On the fecond of February , our navigators pur- 
VII. fued their courfe to the northward , in doing 
1778. vhich the incidents they met with were almoft 
a Feb. entirely of a nautical kind. The long-looked for 
7. March, coaft of New Albion was feen on the fevcnth of 
March , the fhips being then in the latitude of 
44* 33' north , and in the longitude of 235* 
2jo' caft. As the veffels ranged along the weft 
fide of America , Captain Cook gave names to 
feveral capes and head-lands which appeared in 
'^^ fight. At length , on the twenty-ninth , the Cap- 
tain came to an anchor at an inlet where the ap- 
pearance of the country dififered much from what 
had been feen before ; being full of mountains , 
the fummits of which were covered with fnow ; 
while the valleys between them , and the grounds 
on the fea-coaft, high as well a$ low, were 
covered , to a confiderable breadth , with high , 
ftrait trees , which formed a beautiful profpc(S , 
as of one vaft foreft*. It was immediately found 
that the coaft was inhabited ; and there foon came 
^ off to the Refolution three canoes, containing 
eighteen of the natives ; who could not, however, 
be prevailed upon to venture themfelves on board. 
Notwithftanding this , they difplayed a peaceable 
difpofition; fliewed great readinefs to part with' 
any thing they, had , in exchange for what was 
offered them ; and expreffed a ftronger defire for 
iron than for any other of our commercial arti- 
cles, appearing to be perfedly acquainted with 

* "When this land was feen , the fhips were in the lati- 
tude of 49* 29' north , and the longitude of 2 J2® 29' eaft. 
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theufe of that metal. From thefe favourable cir- Chap. 
cutnftances, our voyagers had reafon to hope VIL 
that they fhould find this a comfortable ftation 1778. 
to fupply all their wa,nts, and to make them for- 
get the hardfhips and delays which they had ex- 
perienced during a conftant fucceflion of adverfc 
winds , and boiRerous weather , almoft ever fince 
their arrival upon the coaft of America*. 

The Ihips having happily found an excellent 
inlet , the coafts of ^vhich appeared to be inha- 
bited by a race of people who were difpofed to 
maintain a friendly intercourfe with ftrangers, Cap- 
tain Cook's firft objedt was to fearch for a com- 
modious harbour; and he had little trouble in 
difcovcring what he wanted. A trade kaving 
immediately comnikenced , the articles which the 
inhabitants offered to fiile were theKkins of va- 
rious animals , fuch as bears , wolves , foxes , deer , 
rackoons, polecats, martins; and, in particular, 
of the fea-otters. To thefe were added, bcfides 
the fkins in their native fliape , garments made 
of them ; another fort of clothing , formed from 
the bark of a tree ; and various different pieces 
of workmanfhip. But of all the articles brought 
to market, the moft extraordinary were humaa 
ikulls , and hands not yet quite dripped of their 
flelh; fome of which had evident marks of their 
having been upon the fire. The things which 
the natives took in exchange for their commodi- 
ties, were knives., chiffeis, pieces of iron and 

■ 

* Cook's Voyage , ubi fupra> p. z^ji as 8- 264 — 2^7. 
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Chap, tin , nails , looking-glaffes , buttons , or any kind, 
VII. of metal. Glafs beads did not ftrike their imagin- 
1778. ations; and cloth of every fort they rejedted. 
Though comtnerce , in genera:! , was carried on 
with mutual honefty , there were fome among 
thefe people who were as much inclined to thiev- 
ery as the iflanders in the Southern Ocean. They 
were , at the fame time , far more dangerous 
thieves; for, pofleffing fharp iron inftrument:s 
•they could cut a hook from a tackle, or any 
other piece of iron from a rope , the moment 
•that the backs of the Englifh were turned. The 
dexterity with which they condudled their ope- 
/ rations of this nature, frequently eluded the moft 

cautious vigilance. Some flighter inftances , of de- 
ception , in the way of traffic *, Captain Cook 
• thought it better to bear with than to make them 
the foundation of a quarrel; and to this he was 
the rather determined , as the Englifh articles 
, were now reduced to objefts of a trifling nature. 

In the progrefs of the commerce , the natives would 
deal for nothing but metal ; and , at length , brafs 
Avas fo eagerly fought for, in preference to iron , 
that , before our navigators quitted the place , 
fcarcely a bit of it was left in the fhips, except- 
ing what belonged to the neceffary inftruments. 
Whole fuits of clothes were ftripped of every but- 
ton ; bureaus were deprived of their furniture ; 
copper kettles, tin cannift^rs, candlefticks, and 
whatever of the like kind could be found, all 
'went to wreck ; fo that thefe Americans became 
poffeflTors of a greater medley and' variety of things 
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Irom our people , than any other nation that had C tt a p. 
been vifited in the courfe of the voyage. YiV. 

Of all the uncivilized tribes which our Com- i778» 
mander had met with in his feveral navigations , 
he never found any who had fueh ftrid notions 
of their having a right to the exclufive property 
of every thing which their country produces , as 
the inhabitants of the Sound where he was now 
ftationed. At firft, they wanted to be paid for 
the wood and water that were carried on board ; 
and had the Captain been upon the fpot, when 
the demands were made , he would certainly have 
complied with them : but the workmen , in his* 
abfence , maintained a different opinion , and refuf- 
ed to fubmit to atiy fuch claims. When feme 
grafs, which appeared to be of no ufe to the 
natives, was wanted to be cut , as food for the few 
goats and (heep which ftill remained on board , they 
infilled that it Ihould be purchafed, and were 
very unreafonable in their terms; notwkhftanding 
whiqh , Captain Cook confeuted to gratify them , 
as far as he was able. It was always a facred rule 
with him never to take any of the property of the 
people whom he vifitcd , without making them 
an ample compenfation. 

The grand operation of our navigators , in their 
prefent ftation, was to put the Ihips into a com- 
pleat repair for the profecution of the expedition. 
While this bufniefs was carrying on, our Com* 
mander took the opportunity of examining every 
part of the Sound; in the courfe of which he 
gained a farther knowledge of the inhabitants^ 

04 
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6 H A P. who , in geaeral , received him with great civif* 
Vll. ity. In one inftance he met with a furly Chief, 
jj7g, who could not be foftened with prefents, though. 
Jie condefcended to accept of. them. The femalt* 
of the place over which he prefided, Ihewed a 
piore * agreeable difpofition; for fome of the 
young women expeditioufly drcffed themfelves' 
In their beft apparel , and, affembling in a body , 
welcomed the Engliih to their village , by joinin'g 
Jn a fong, which was far from being harfli or 
difagreeable. On another t>ccafion , the Captain 
was entertained with finging. Being vffited by a 

«) April, number of ftrangers, oij the twenty -fecond of 
April , as they advanced towards the fhips , they 
all flood up in their canoes, and began to fing. 
Some of their fongs , in which the whole body 
joined, were in a flow, and others in a quicker 
time ; and their notes were accompanied with the 
moft regular motions of |heir hands ; or with 
beating in concert , with their paddles , on the 
fides of the canoes j to which were added other 
very expreflive geftures, At the eqd of each fong, 
they continued filent for a few moments , and then 
began again, fometimes pronouncing the word 
JJooee ! forcibly as a chorus. 

Among the natives of the country, there was^ 
one Chief who attached himfelf to our Command- 
f er ir; a particular manner, CaptJ^Jn Cook having, 
?it parting , bellowed upon him fi fmall prefent, 
received, in return, a beaver -ikin, of inuch 
greater value. This called upon the Captain to 
laifike fom^ ^dditioq to his prefejpit, with which th.^ 
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Chief was fo much pleafed, that he infifted on our Chap. 
Commander's acceptance of the bcaver-fkin cloak VII, 
which he then wore; and of which he was par- 1778. 
ticularly fond. Admiring this inftance of gene- 
rofity, and defirous that he fhouldnot fufFcr by 
his friendfhip , the Captain gave him a new 
broad-fword, with a brafs hilt; the poffeffion of 
which rendered him completely happy*. 

On Captain Cook's firft arrival in this inlet, 
he had honoured it with the name of King 
George's Sound ; but he afterwards found that 
it is called Nootka by the natives f. During 
his ftay in the place , he difplayed his ufual fa^ 
gacity and diligence, in conjundion with Mr. 
Anderfon , in coUediiig every thing that could 
be learned concerning the neighbouring country 
and its inhabitants ; and the account is interefting 
as it exhibits a pidure of produdions, people , 
and manners very different from what had occur- 
red in the Southern Ocean. I can only*, as on 
former occafions , flightly advert to a few of the 
more leading circumftanees. The climate, fo far 
as our navigators had experience of it , was found 
to be in an eminent degree milder than that on ^ 
the eaft coaft of America, in the. fame parallel 
of latitude; and it was remairkable that the ther- 
mometer, even in the night, never fell lower 
than 42* ; while in the day it frequently rofe to 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 269 — 286. 

t The entrance of the Sound is fituatcd in the eaft 
corner of Hope Bay^ in the latitude of 49' jj' north,, 
and in the longitujle of 2}J* I2^_eaft. 



fo« THE LIFE OF 

Chap. 6o\ With regard to trees, thofe of which the 
VII. woods are chiefly compofed, are the Canadian 
^778. pine', the white cyprefs , and the wild pine, 
-with two or three different forts of pine that 
are lefs common. In the other vegetable pro- 
ductions there appeared but. little variety : but 
it is to be confidcred that, at fo early a feafon, 
• feveral might not yet have fprung up; and that 
many more might be concealed from our voya- 
gers y in confequence of the narrow fphere of their 
refearches. Of the land-animals , the moft com- 
mon were bears , deer , foxes , and wolves.. The 
fea-animals which were feen off the coaft, were 
whales, pprpoifes, and fcals. Birds, in general, 
are not only rare as to the different fpecies , but 
very fcarce as to numbers ; and the few which 
ere to be met with are fo Ihy, that, in all pro- 
bability, they are continually harraffed by the 
aiatives ; either to eat them as food , or to get 
pofTeflion of their feathers, which are ufed as 
ornaments. Fifh are more plentiful in quantity 
than birds, but were not found in any great 
variety; and yet, from feveral circumftances; 
there was reafon to believe , that the variety is 
confiderably increafed at certain feafons. The 
only animals that were obferved of the reptile 
kind were fnakes and water-lizards ; but the infecfl 
^ribe feemed to be more numerous. 

With refpedl to the inhabitants of the country, 

/their perfons are generally under the common 

ftature ; but not (lender in proportion , being 

ufually pretty full or plump, though without 

being mufcular. From their bringing to fale hu- 
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man flculls and bones, it may juftly be inferred Chap. 
that they treat their enemies with a degree of VIL 
brutal cruelty; notwithftanding which, it does 177?^. 
not follow that they are to be reproached with 
any charge of peculiar inhumanity: for the cir- 
cumftance now mentioned only marks a general 
agreement of charadler with that of alxtioft every 
tribe of uncivilized men, in every age, and in 
every part of the globe. Our navigators had no 
reafon to complain of the difpofition of the na- 
tives, who appeared to be a docile, courteous, 
good natured people; rather phlegmatic in the 
ufual caft of their tempers, but quick in refenting 
what they apprehend to be an injury, and eafily 
permitting their anger to fubfide. Their other 
paflions, and efpecially their curiofity, feemed 
to lie in fome meafure dormant; one caufe of 
which may be found in the indolence that, for 
the moft part, is prevalent amongft them. The 
thief employments of the men are thofe of fifhing, 
and of killing land or fea-animals , for the fuften- 
ance of their families ; while the women arc 
occupied in manufaduring their flaxen or woollen 
garments, or in other domeftic offices. It muft 
be mentioned to their honour, that they were 
always properly clothed, and behaved with the 
utmoft decorum , juftly deferving all commenda- 
tion , for a balhfulnefs and modefty becoming 
their fex: and this was the more meritorious in 
tliem , as the male inhabitants difcovered no fenfe 
..of Ihame, Ip their manufadures and mechanic 
arts , thefe people have arrived to a greater degree 
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Chap, of extent and ingenuity ,• both with regard to the 
VII. defign and the execution, than could have been 
1778» €xpeded from their natural difpofition, and the 
little progrefs to which they have arrived in gene- 
ral civilization. - Their dexterity, in particular, 
with refpedl to works of wood , muft principally 
be afcribed to the affiftance they receive from 
iron tools, which are in univerfal ufe amongft 
them , and in the application of which they arc 
very dexterous. Whence they have derived their 
knowledge of iron , was a matter of fpeculation 
with Captain Cdok. The moft probable opinion 
is, that this and other meftals may have been 
introduced by way of Hudfon's Bay and Canada, 
and thus fucceffively have been conveyed acrofe 
the continent, from tribe to tribe. Nor is it unrea- 
fonable to fuppofc that thefe metals may fome- 
times be brought, in the fame manner, from the 
north-weftern parts of Mexico *. The language 
of Nootka is by no means harlh or difagreeable ; 
for it abounds, upon the whDle, rather with what 
may be called labial and dental , than with gut- 
tural founds. A large vocabulary of it was col* 
Icded by Mr. Anderfon. 

Whilft Captain Cook w^s at Nootka Sound , 
great attention was paid by him , as ufual , to 

* Two filver fpoons , of a conftrudtion fimilar to what 
may fbmetimes be feen in Flemifli piiftures of ftill life , 
were procured here fay Mr, Gore , who bought them from 
a native , who wore them , tied together with a leathern 
thong , as an ornament round his neck. Mr Gore gave the 
fpoons to Sir Jofeph Banks. 
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aftronomical and nautical fubje<fls. The obferv- C h a P* 
adons which be had an opportunity of making VIL 
were, indeed, fo numerous, as to form a very 1778. 
confiderable addition to geographical and philo- 
fophical fcience*". 

On the twenty-fixth , the repairs of the Ihlps a« April, 
having been completed, every thing was ready 
foi the Captain's departure. When , in the after- 
noon of that day, the veffels were upon the point 
of failing , the mercury in the barometer fell un- 
ufually low ; and there was every other prcfage 
of an approaching ftorm , which might reafonably 
be expeded to come from the fouthwarj. This 
circumftance induced our Commander in fome 
degree to hefitate , and efpecially as night was at 
hand , whether he fliould venture to fail, or wait 
till the next morningl But his anxious inapatiehce 
to proceed upon the voyage , and the fear of 
lofing the prefect opportunity of getting out of 
the Sound , mad^ a greater impreffion upon his 
mind than any apprehention of immediate danger. 
He determined, therefore, to put to fea at all 
events; and accordingly carried his defign into 
execution that evening. He was not deceived in 
his expedlations of a ftorm. Scarcely were the 
veffels out of the Soimd before the wind increaf- 
cd to a ftrong gale , with fqualls and rain , 
accompanied by fo dark a Iky , that the length 

• 

*. Cook's Voyage, vhi fupra, p. 288. 291. 29 J , 294, 
296. 298. 300, 301.309, 310. 3i8> 319- 32^ 329, 330. 

J32- 334- J37 — 34®- 
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Chap. ^^ ^^^ Ihips could not be feen. Happily the 

VII, wind took a diredion that blew our navigators 

1778. fj^OJ^ the coaft; and though, on the twenty- 

*7 ApriL feventh , the tempeft rofe to a perfed hurricane » 

and the Refolution fprang a leak , no material 

damage enfued. 

In the profecution of the voyage to the north, 
and back again to the Sandwich Iflands , the fads 
that occurred were chiefly of a nautical kind. 
Minutely to record thefe, is not the purpofe of 
the prefent work, and indeed, would extend it 
to an unreafonable length. Recourf6 muft be had 
to the Voyage at large , for a detail of every cir- 
cumftance in which Captain Cook, as a naviga- 
tor , was concerned. In that Voyage will be 
found a full and exad account of thecoafts which 
he paffed , the capes and promontories to which 
he gave names, the bays which he entered, the 
iflands he difcovercd, the traverfes he made, the 
latitudes and longitudes that were fettled by him , 
and the variations that hafppened in the wind and 
the weather. From this long and important na^ 
vigation , I can only feled fome few incidents , 
that may be accommodated to the tafte and ex- 
pedations of the generality of readers. 

One thing it is not improper here to obfervc ; 
which is , that the Captain , in his paffage along 
the coafl; of America, kept at a difl;ancefrom that 
coaft, whenever the wind blew ftrongly upon it, 
and failed on till he could approach it again with 
fafety. Hence feveral great gaps were left unex- 
plored , and particularly between the latitudes of 
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50* and 55*. The exadl fituation, for inftance. Chap. 
of the fuppofed Straights of Anian was not afcer- VII. 
taincd. hvery one who is acquainted with the 1778," 
charadler of .our Commander will be fenfible, that 
if he had lived to return again to the north in 
J 779, he would have endeavoured to explore 
the parts which had been left unexamined. 

The firft place at which Captain Cook landed, 
after his departure from Nootka Sound, was at 
anifland, of eleven or twelve leagues in length, 
the fouth-wcft point of which lies in thelatitu4e 
of 59* 49^ north, and the longitude of 216** 58' 
eaft. Here, on the eleventh of May, at the foot n May. 
of a tree, on a little eminence not far from the 
Ihore, he left a bottle , with a paper in it, on 
which were infcribed the names- of the fliips, and 
the date of the difcovery. Together with the 
bottle , he enclofed two filver two-penny pieces 
of. his Majefty's coin, which had been ftruck in 
1772. Thcfe , with many others', had been given 
him by the Reverend Dr. Kaye , theprefent Deari 
of Lincoln ; and our Commander, as a mark of ' 
his' efteem and regard for that learned and refpedl- 
able gentleman , named the ifland , after him , 
Kaye's Island. 

At an inlet, where the Chips came to an anchor, 
on the twelfth, and to which Captain Cook gave iz» 
the appellation of Prince William's Sound, 
he had an opportunity not only of flopping the 
leak which the Refolution had fprung inthelate 
ftorm , and of profecuting his nautical and geo* 
graphical difcoveries , but of making confiderable 
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Ch A P. addition^ to his knowledge of the inhabitants of 
VII. the American coaft. From every obfervation 
1778. -which was made concerning the perfons of the 
natives of this part of the coaft , it appeared that 
they had a ftriking. refemblance to thofe of the 
Efquimaux and Greenlanders, Their canoes , 
their weapons, and their inftruments for fifhing 
and hunting, arc likewife exadly the fame, in 
point of materials and conftrudlion, that are ufed 
in Greenland. The animals in the neighbourhood 
of Prince William*s Sound are, in general, fimi- 
lar to thofe which are found at Nootka. One 
of the moft beautiful (kins here offered to fale, 
was, however, that of a fmall animal, which feem- 
ed to be peculiar to the place. MrJ Anderfon 
was inclined to think that it is the animal which 
is defcribed by Mr. Pennant,, under the name 
of the Cafan Marmot. Among the birds feen in 
this country, were the white-headed eagle; the 
fhag; and the Alcedo^ or great king-fiflier, the 
colours^ of which wejre very fine and bright. The 
humming-bird, alfo, came frequently and flew 
about the fhip, while at anchor; but it can fcarce- 
]y be fuppofed that it can be able to fubfift 
here during the feverity of winter. Water-fowl, 
upon the whole, are in confiderable plenty; and 
there is a fpecies of diver , about the,fize of a pat-- 
tridge , which fecms peculiar to the place. Torlk 
and hajibut were almoft the only kinds of fifh 
that were obtained by our voyagers. Vegetable*?, 
of any fort, were few in number; and the trees 
^yere chiefly the Canadian and fprucc pine , fome 

of 
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6f which were of a confiderable height and thick- C h a r^ 
nefs. The beads and iron that wete found among VII; 
the people of the coaft, muft undoubtedly have i778» 
been derived from fome civilized nation ; and yet 
there was ample reafon to believe , that our Eng- 
lifh navigators were the firft Europeans with whom 
the natives had ever held a dired communication. 
•From what quarter, then, had they gotten our 
manufadtures ? Moft probably, throu'gh the inter* 
vention of the more inland tribes , from Hudfon's 
Bay, or the fettlements on the Canadian lakes. 
This , indeed , muft certainly have been the cafe, 
if iron was known amongftthe inhabitants of this 
part of the American coaft, prior to the difcovery 
of it by the Ruffians , and before there was any 
traffic with them carried on from Kamtfchatka. 
From what was feen of Prince William's Sound, 
Captain Cook judged that it occupied,* at leaft, 
a degree and a half of latitude , and two of lon- 
gitude, exclufively of the arms or branches, the 
extent of which is not known *. 
• Some days after leaving this Sound, our navi- 
gators came to an inlet, from which great things . 
-were expeded. Hopes were ftrongly entertained, 
that it would be found to communicate either 
with the fea to the north, or with Baffin's or 
Hudfon's Bay to the eaft; and accordingly, it 
became the objedl of very accurate and ferious 
examination. The Captain was foon perfuaded 

^ Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 28^. H^« 349i 3So. 
354. 562. ^66. 371. J76 , 377 5 278- ?8o. 

Vol. II. P 
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Chap, that the expedlations formed from it were ground- 
VII. lefs ; notwithftanding which , he perfifted in the 

1778. fearch of a paffage, more, indeed, to fatisfy 
other people,! than to confirm his own opinion. 
In confequence of a complete inveftigation of the 
inlet, indubitable mark^ occurred of its being a 
river. This river, without feeing the leaft ap* 
pearance of its fource , was traced by our voya- 
gers, as high as the latitude of 6i* 30^, and the 
longitude of 210% being feventy leagues from its 
entrance. During the courfe of the navigation , 

I'june. on the firft of June, Lieutenant King was ordered 
on fhore, to difplay the royal flag, and to take 
poffeffion of the country in his IVlajefty's name. 
The Lieutenant, at the fame time , buried in the 
ground a bottle , containing fome pieces of Eng* 
lifh coin, of the year 1772, and a paper, on 
which the names of the ffiips were infcribed^ and 
the date of the prefent difcovery. The great 
river now difcovered , promifes to vie with the 
moil confideraole ones already known ; and , by 
itfelf and its branches , lies open to a very exten- 
five inland communication. If, therefore, the 
knowledge of it Ihould be of future fervice, the 
time which was fpent in exploring it ought the 
lefs to be regretted. But to Captain Cook, who 
y had a much greater objedl in view, the delay 

that was hence occafioned was a real lofs, becaufe 
the feafon was advancing apace. It was, how- 
ever, a fatisfadlion to him to refledl, that if he 
had not examined this very confiderable inlet, it 
would have been affumeed , by fpeculative fabri- 
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cators of geography,- as a fad:^ that there was a Chap. 
paffage through it to the North Sea, or to Bat VIL 
fins or Hudfon's Bay. Perhaps, too, it would 1778* 
have been marked, on future maps of the world, 
with greater precifion , and more certain figns of 
reality, than the invifible, becaufe imaginary. 
Straights of de Fuca, and de Fonte. In defcribing 
the inlet, our Commander had left a blank which 
was not filled up with any particular name; and, 
therefore, the Earl of Sandwich direded, with 
the greateft propriety j, that it Ihould be called 
Cook's River. 

All the natives who were met with, during 
the examination of this river, appeared, front 
every mark of refemblance, to be of the fame 
nation with the inhabitants of Prince William's 
Sound ; but from the people of Nootka , or King 
George's Sound, they effentially differed, both 
in their perfons and their language. The only 
things which were feen among them ^ that were 
not of their ow^n manufadure , were a few gla& 
beads, the iron points of their fpears , and 
knives of the fame metal. Whencefoever thefc 
articles might be derived, it was evident that 
they had never had any immediate intercourfe 
with the Ruffians; fmce, if that had b^en the 
cafe, our voyagers would fcarcely haVe found 
them clothed in fuch valuable flcins as thofe of 
the fea- otter. A very beneficial fur-trade might 
undoubtedly be carried on with the inhabitants 
of this vaft coaft. But, without a pradlicable 
northern paffage , the fituation is too remote to 

P % 
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Chap, render it probable that Great Britain flioilld 
VII. Jience ever derive any material advantage; though 
I778* ^^ ^^ impoflible to fay, with certainty, how far 
the fpirit of commerce, for which the Eriglifh 
nation is fo eminently diftinguiftied , may ex- 
tend *. The moft valuable, or rather the only valua- 
ble flcins, which Captain Cook faw on the weft 
fide of America, were thofe of the fea- otter; 
for as to the (kins of all the other animals of the 
country, and efpecially of the foxes and martins, 
they feemed to be of an inferior quality f. 
c June jj. ^^ Qj^ ^j^g fixth of June that our navigafors 

got clear of Cook's River. Proceeding in the 
courfe of their difcoveries , when they were fail- 
ing, on the nineteenth, amidft the group of 
iflands which were called by Reering Schumagin's 
Iflands, Captain Gierke fired three guns, and 
brought to, exprefling, by the proper fignals, 
that he wiflied to fpeak with Captain Cook; 
At this our Commander was not a little alarm- 
ed; and, as no apparent danger had been re- 
marked in the palTage through the channel where 
the veflels now were, it was apprehended that 
fome accident, fuch as fpringing a leak*, mtift 
have happened. On Captain Clcrke's coming oa 

* Severkl fhips have been fitted out from our fettlements 
in India , as well as in England , on the Ipeculation of this 
fur-trade. However, little benefit hath hitherto accrued 
from it , excepting to the proprietors of the firft veflel ; 
• the cargo which it carried having lowered the price of 
furs extremely in the China market 

t Cook's Voyage 5 ubi fupra, p. 384. 386. }y6 — 401. 
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board the Rcfolution , he related that feveral of C H a iS 
the natives had followed his Ihip; that one of VII. 
them had made many figns, taking off his cap, 1778. 
and bowing after the manner of Europeans ; and 
that, at length , he had faftened to a rope, which 
was handed down to him , a fmall thin woodea 
cafe or box. Having delivered his parcel fafe , 
and fpoken fomething, accompanied with more 
figns , the canoes dropped aftern , and left the n 

Difcoverjr. On opening the box , a piece of 
paper was found , folded up carjefuHy , upon 
which fomething was written , that was rcafonably 
fuppofed to be in the Ruffian language. To the 
paper was prefixed the date 1778, and in the 
body of the note there was a reference to the 
year 1776. Although no perfon on board was 
learned enough to decypher the alphabet of the 
writer , his numerals fufficiently marked that 
others had preceded our voyagers in Vifiting this 
dreary part of the globe; and the profpedt of 
foon meeting with men who were united to them 
in ties fomewhat clofer than thofe of our common 
nature, and who were not ftrangers to the arts 
and commerce df civilized life, could not but 
afford a fenfible fatisfadion to people who , for 
fuch a length of time , had been convcrfant with 
the favages of the Pacific Ocean , and of the 
North American continent. Captam Gierke was^ 
at firft , of opinion that fome Ruffians had been 
Ihipwrecked ; but no fuch idea occurred to Cap* 
tain Cook. He rather thought that the paper 
contained a note of information, left by fome 

Pa 
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Chap. Ruffian traders, to be delivered to the next of 
VII. their countrymen who fhould arrive ; and that 

J778f the natives, feeing the Englifli pafs, and fuppof- 
ing them to be Ruffians , had refolved to bring 
off the note. Accordingly , our Commander 
purfued his voyage, without enquiring farther 
into the matter. 

itijuiif. On the twenty -firft, amongft fome hills, on 
the main land , that towered ^bove the clouds 
to a rttoft amazing height, one was difcovered 
to have a volcano^ which continually threw up 
vafl; columns of black fmoke. It doth not ftand 
far from the coaft; audit lies in the latitude of 
04 48^ and the longitude of 195" 45^. This 
mountain w^s rendered remarkable by its figure , 
which is a complete cone; and the volcano is at 
the very fummit. While, in the afternoon of 
the fame day , during a calm of three hours , the 
Englifh were fiffiing with great fuccefs for 
Jialibuts, a fmall canoe, conducted by one man, 
came to them from an ifland in the neighbour- 
hood. On approaching the fhip , he took off" his 
cap , and bowed , as the native had done , -who 
had vifited the Difcovery a day or two before. 
From the acquired politenefs of th^fe people, as 
well as from the note already mentioned , it was 
evident that the Ruffians muft have a communi- 
cation and traffic with thenar ; and of this a frefli 
proof occurred in the prefent vifiter ; for he wore 
a pair of green cjoth breeches , and a jacket of 
black cloth, or fluff, under the gut^lhirt or 
frock of his oSyn country. 
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In the profecution of the voyage, on the Chap. 
twenty-fixth , there was fo thick a fog, that our VII. 
navigators could not fee a hundred yards before 1778- 
them; no twithftanding, which , as the weather a«J"n«' 
was moderate, the Captain did not intermit his 
courfe. At length, however, being alarmed at 
the found of breakers on one fide of the fliipi he 
immediately brought her to, and came to an 
anchor ; and the Difcovery , by his order , did 
the fame. A. few hours after, the fog having in 
fome degree cleared away , it appeared that both 
the veffels had efcaped a very imminent danger. 
Providence, in the dark, had conduded them 
between rocks which our Commander would not 
have ventured to pafs through in a clear day, 
and had conveyed them to an anchoring-place , 
as good as he could poffibly have fixed upon, 
had the choice been entirely at his option. 

On the twenty-feventh, our voyagers reached *7. 
an ifland , that is known by the name of Oonor 
lashka * ; the inhabitants of which behaved with 
a degree of politenefs uncommon to favage tribes. 
A young man, who had overfet his canoe, being 
obliged by this accident to come on board the 
fliip , went down into Captain Cook*s cabin, 
upon the firft invitation, without exprefling the 
leaft reludlance or unpafmefs. His own clothe^ 



* The harbour of Samgaiiooda , on the north fide of 
Oonalafhka , in which Captain Cook came to an anchor , 
is fituated in the latitude of 5}° 5s' ngrth, and in the 
longitude of 193* }o' eaft. 

P4 



3l6 



THE LIFE OF 



Chap. 

vir. 

1778. 



29 Jujie* 



V. 



being wet , tlic Captain gave him others , in 
which he drefTed himfelf with as much eafe as 
any Englifhman could have done. From the 
behaviour of this youth, and that of fome of the 
reft of the natives , it was evident that thefe 
people were no ftrangers to Europeans , and to 
feverai of their cuftoms. There was fomething, 
however, in the EngliQi (hips that greatly excited 
their attention ; for fuch as could not come off 
in canons , afferabled on the neighbouring hills 
to look at them. In one inftance it was apparent 
that the inhabitants were fo far from having 
made any progrefs in politenefs, that they were 
flill immerfed in the moft favage manners. For 
as our Commander was walking along the fliore, 
on the twenty-ninth , he met with a group of 
them, of both fexes, who were feated on the 
grafs , at a repaft , confifting of raw filh , which 
they feemed to eat with as much relilh as perfons 
in civilized life would experience from a turbot, 
ferved up inr the richeft fauce. Soon after the 
veffels had come to an anchor at Oo.nalaflika , 
a native of the ifland brought on board fuch 
another note as had been given to Captain Gierke. 
He prefented it to Captain Cook; but^ as it was 
written in the Ruffian language , and could be 
of no ufe to the Enghfh, though it might be 
of confequence to others , the Captain returned 
it to the bearer , and difmiffed him with a few 
prefents ; for which he expreffed his thanks by 
making feverai low bows as he retired '*', 

* Cooks Voyage, ubifupra, p. 403, 41 j — 434. 
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On the fecond of July , our voyagers put to C H A. ?• 
fea from Oonal^flika; and, purfuing their courfe VII. 
of navigation and difcovery , came , on the 1778- 
fixteenth, within fight of a promontory, near * •'"^^ 
•which our Commander ordered lieutenant Wil- 
liamfon to land, that he might fee what diredion 
the coaft took beyond it, and what the country 
produced. Accordingly, Mr. Williamfon went 
on fhore , and reported , on his return , that 
having landed on the point, and climbed the 
bigheft hill , he found that the fartheft part of 
the coaft in fight bore nearly north. At the farpe 
time, he took poffejGGon of the country in his 
Majefty's name, and left a bottle, in which was' 
enclofed a piece of paper, containing an infcrip- 
tion of the names of the Ihips, together with 
the date of the difcovery. To the promontory 
he gave the name of Cape Newenham *. The 
land , as far as Mr. Williamfon could fee , produces 
neither tree nor fhrub; but the lower grounds 
were not deftitute of grafs, and of fpme other 
plants, very few of which were in flower. 

When our navigators, on the third of Augufl, ^ Augnft. 
had advanced to the latitude of 6a* 34' , a great 
lois was fuftained by them in the death of Mr. 
Anderfon , the furgeon of the Refolution , who 
had been lingering under a confumption for more 
than twelve months. He was a young man of a 
cultivated underftanding and agreeable manners, 

* It is a rogky point, of tolerable height, fituated in 
the latitude of 58*" 4s', and in the longitude vf 197' 36^ 
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and was well fkilled in his own profeflion; be(i- 
des which; he had acquired a confiderable degree 
of knowledge in other branches of fcience. How 
ufeful an afliftant he was to Captain Cook, hath 
often appeared in the prefcnt narrative, and is 
fully difplayed in the Voyage at large. Had his 
life been fpared , the public would undoubtedly- 
have received from him fuch communications , 
on various parts of the natural hiftory of the 
feveral places that had been vifited , as would 
juftlyjbave entitled him to very high commenda- 
tion. The proofs of his abilities that now remain^ 
will hand down the name of Andcrfon^ in con- 
junction with that of Cook,, to pofterity *. Soon 
after he had breathed his laft, land having been 
feen at a diftance , which was fuppofed to be an 
ifland , our Commander honoured it with the 
appellation of Anderson's Island. The next 
day he removed Mr. Law , the furgeon of the 
Difcovery , into the Refolution, arid appointed 
Mr. Samwell , the furgeon's firft mate of the 
Refolution , to be furgeon of the Difcovery. 

On the ninth, Captain Cook came to an 
anchor under a point of land , to which he gave 

* Mr. Anderfon left his papers to Sir Jofeph Banks : 
but the Admiralty took poireflion of the larger part of them , 
and there they are ftill retained. Such parts as related 
folely to natural hillory were delivered by Captain liing to 
Sir Jofeph ; who wlfhes to add his teftimony to the excel- 
lence of Mr Anderfon's character , to the utility of his 
obfervations , and to the great probability that , if he had 
furvived, he would have given to th^ world fomething 
which would have done him credit. ■ 
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the name of Cape Prince Of Wales, and Chap* 
"which is remarkable by being the moft weftern VII. 
extremity of America hitherto explored ^. This ^^^i*' 
extremity is diftant from the eaftern- Cape of 
Siberia only thirteen leagues : and thus our Com- 
mander had the glory of afcertaining the vicinity 
of the two continents , which had only been 
conjedured from the reports of the neighbouring 
Afjatic inhabitants » and the imperfcd obferva- 
tions of the Ruffian navigators f . 

Refuming his courfe on the tenth, Captain ^o^^^y- 
Cook anchored in a bay, the land of which 
•was at firft fuppofed to be a part of the ifland 
of Alafchka, which is laid down in Mr. Staehlin s 
map. But, from the figure of the coaft; from 
the fituation of the oppofite fhore of America ; 
^nd from the longitude, the Captain foon began 
to think that it was more probably the country 
of the Tfchutflci, on the eaftern extremity of 
Afia , which had been explored by Beering in 
1728. In the refult it appeared that this was in 
fadl the cafe. Our Commander became fully 
Jatisfied, in the farther progrefs of his voyage, 
that Mr. Staehlins map muft be erroneous; and 
he had the honour of reftoring the American 
continent to that fpace which the' geographer 
now mentioned had occupied with his imaginary 
ifland of Alafchka. 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 42^. 4;^. 440, 441, 
444. Cape Prijice of Wales , is fituated in the latitude of 
6s** 46', and in the longitude of 191** 49'. 

t Cpx^'s Comparative View of the Ruffian Difcoveries, 
with thofe made by Captains Cook and Cierke , p. 15, 16, 
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Chap. From the Bay of St. Lawrence , belonging to 

VIL the^, country of the Tfchutflki , our navigators 

177s. fteeret( , on the eleventh, to the eaft, in order 

II July, to get hearer to the coaft of America. After that, 

proceeding to the north , they reached , on the 

x7. feventeenth , the latitude of 70* 33^*. On this 

day, a brightnefs was perceived in the northern 

horizon , like that which is refleded from ice , 

and is comAionly called the blink. This was at 

firft but little noticed, from a fuppofition that 

there was no probability of meeting with ice fo 

foon: and yet, the fharpnefs of the air, and the 

gloominefs of the weather, had, for two or 

three days paft , fecmed to indicate a fudden 

change. In about an hour's time, the fight of a 

large field of ice left Captain Cook no longer in 

doubt with regard to the caufe of the brightnefs 

of the horizon. The fhips, in the fame afternoon, 

being then in the latitude of 70" 41^, were clofc 

J to the edge of the ice , and not able to ftand on 

'S* ^ any farther. On the eighteenth, when the veffels 

were in the latitude of 70* 44' , the ice on the 

fide of them was as compaft as a wall , and was 

judged to be at leaft ten or twelve feet in height. 

Farther to the north , it appeared to be much 

higher. Its furface was extren;iely rugged, and 

in different places there were feeri upon it pools 

of water. A prodigious number of fea-hdrfes 

lay upon the ice ; and fome of them , on the 

nineteenth , were procured for food^ there being 

* The longitude was ip?"* 41^ 
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jit tills time a want of frefh provifions. When C h a f. 
the animals were brought to the veffels , it was VIL 
no fmall difappointment to many of the feamen, 1778. 
who had feafted their eyes for feveral days with 
the profped of eating them , to find that they 
were not fea-coWs , as they had fuppofed , but 
fea-horfes. This difappointment would not have 
been occafioned , or the difiference known , had 
there not happened to be one or two failors 
on board who had been in Greenland , and who 
declared what thefe animals were, Jlnd that ic 
never was cul^omary to eat of them. Such, 
however, was the anxiety for a change of diet, 
as to overcome this prejudice. Our voyagers 
lived upon the fea-horfes as long as they lafted ; 
and there were few who did not prefer them to 
the fait meat. 

Captain Cook continued, to the twenty-ninth, w July,, 
totraverfe the Icy Sea beyond Beering's Straight, 
in various direftions , and through numberlefs 
obftrudions and difficulties. Every day the ice 
increafed, fo as to preclude all hopes of attaining, 
at leaft during the pfefent year, the grand objeA 
of the voyage. Indeed , the feafon was now fo 
far advanced , and the time in which the froft 
was expeded to fet in was fo near at hand, 
that it would have been totally inconfiftent with 
prudence , to have made any farther attempts , 
till the next fummer, at finding a paffagc into 
the Atlantic. The attention, therefore, of our 
Commander was now direded to other important 
and neceffary concerxjs* It was of great confe* 
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Chap, quence to meet with a place where our navigat- 
Vn. ors might be fupplied with wood and water. 
J778» ^^^ ^^^ point which principally occupied the 
Captain's thoughts was , how he fhould fpend 
the winter , fo as to make fome improvements 
in geography and navigation , aad , at the fame 
time, to be in a condition to return to the north, 
in farther fearch of a pafiage , in the enfuing 
fummer *. 

Before Captain Cook proceeded far to the 
fouth , he employed a confiderable time in examin- 
ing the fea and coafts in the neighbourhood of 
Beering's Straight, both on the fide of Afia and 
America. In this examination , he afcertained the 
accuracy of Beering, fofar as he went; demon- 
ftrated the errors with which Stsehlln's map of 
the New Northern Archipelago abounds j and 
made large additions to the geographical know- 
ledge of this part of the world. " It refleds," as 
Mr. Coxe juftly observes , " the highcft honour 
^^ even on the Britifli name , that our great 
" navigator extended his difcoveries much farther 
^^ in one expedition , and at fo great a diftance 
, '^ from the point of his departure , than the Ruf- 
" fians accompliftied in a long feries of years , 
" and in parts belonging or contiguous to their 
*^ own empire t- '' 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 45s. 454, 45 ^,'45 5, 
4S7. ^66. ^ ' 

t Coxe's Comparative View of the Ruffian Difcoverks , 
p. 16- 
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On the fecond of Odober , our voyagers came Chap. 
•within fight of the ifland of Oonalafhka, and VII. 
anchored the next day in Saraganoodha harbour. 1778. 
Here the firft concern ^vas to put the fhips under * October, 
the neceffary repair; and, %vhile the carpenters 
were employed in this bufmefs , one ihird of the 
people had permiflion , by turns , to go and 
colledl the berries with which the ifland abounds, 
and which , though now beginning to be in a 
ftate of decay , did not a little contribute , in 
conjundtion with fpruce-beer, efifedlually to era- 
dicate every feed of the fcurvy that might exift 
in either of the veflels. Such a fupply of fifli 
was likewife procured, as not only ferved for 
prefent confumption, but afforded a quantity to 
be carried out to fea; fo that hen<?e a confider- 
able faving was made of the provifions of the 
fliips , which was at this time an objeft of no 
fmall importance. 

Captain Cook, on the eighth, received, by ^ 
the hands of an Oonalafhka man , named Der- 
ramouflik , a very fingular prefent, which was 
that of a rye loaf, or rather a pye in the fornt 
of a loaf, for it enclofed fome falmon , highly 
feafoned with pepper. This man had the like 
prefent for Captain Gierke, and a note for each 
of the two Captains , wi^tten in a character 
which none on board could underftand. It wa* • 
natural to fuppofe, that the prefents came from 
fome Ruffians in the neighbourhood; and there- 
fore a few bottles of rum, wine, and porter, 
were feat to thefe unknown friends in return; 
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Chap, it being rightly judged that fuch articles would 

VII. be more acceptable than any thing befides, which 

1778. it was in the power of our navigators to bellow. 

Corporal Lediard of the marines*, an intelligent 

* This Corporal Lediard is an extraordinary man , fome- 
thing of whole hiftory cannot fail pf being entertaining 
to my readers. In the winter of 1786 , he fet out on the 
fmgular undertaking of walking .accrofs the continent of 
America ; for the accomplifliment of which purpofe , he 
determined to travel by the way of Siberia, and to pro- 
cure a paflage from that country to the oppofite American 
coaft. Being an American by birth , and having no means 
of raifmg the money neceflary for his expenccs , a fubfcrip- 
tion was r^fed for him by Sir Jofeph Banks , and fome 
other gentlemen , amounting , in the whole , to a little more 
than fifty pounds. With this fuili he proceeded to Ham- 
burgh , from which place he went to Copenhagen , and 
thence to Petersburgh, where he arrived in thQ beginning 
of March 1787. In his journey . from Copenhagen to Pe- 
tersburgh , Ijnding that the gulph of Bothnia was not 
frozen over , he was •obliged to walk round the whole of 
it by Tornseo. At Petcrsburgh he ftayed till the twenty-firft , 
of May, when he obtained leave to accompany a convoy 
of military ftores , which at that time was proceeding to 
Mr. Billings , who had been his fhip-mate in Captain Cook's 
voyage , and who was then employed by the Emprefs of 
RufTia , for the purpofe of making difcoveries in Siberia , 
and on the north- weft coaft of , America, With this con- 
voy Mr. Lediard fet out, and in Auguft reached the city 
of Irkutflc in Siberia. After that he proceeded to the town 
of Yakutfk , where he met with Captain Billings. From 
this, place he went back to Irkutfk, to fpend a part 
of the winter; propofing, in the fpring, to return to 
Yakutfk , in order to proceed in fummer to Otkotfk. 

Hitherto Mr. Lediard had gone on profperoufly , and 
flattered himfclf with the hopes of fucceeding in his under- 

man , 
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inan, was, at the fame time, direfted to accom-^ C h^a f« 
pany Derramoulhk, for the purpofe of gaii>ing VIL 
farther information; and with orders ^ if he met i??8« 
with any Ruffians , that he Ihould endeavour to 
make them underftand that our Voyagers were 
Englifhmen, and the friends and allies of their 
nation. On? the tenth , the Corporal returned i6 ba* 
with three Ruffian feamen, or furriers, who^ 
with feveral ^others ^ refided at Egoochfhac^ 

takingi But, iii January. laft (1788) in confequence of 
an exprefs from th^ Emprefs , he was arrefted ^ and , iii 
half an hour's time, carried away, under the guard of 
two foldieris and an officer, in a pbft-fledge, for Mofcow, 
without his cloaths , nioney , and papfer5. Froiii Mofcow h^ 
iVas conveyed to the city of Mdialoff in WhiteRuffia, and 
thenee to the town of Tolochin in Poland. There he was 
infornied^ that her Majeft/s orders were, that he was 
liever to enter her dominions again witliQut her exprefe 
^permiffion. During all this tinie, he fufTered the greateft 
hardlhips, from ficknefs, fetigue, and want of reft; €6 
tbat he was almoft reduced to a flceletdn. From Tblochii 
he made his way to Konigsberg ^ having had j as he fays « 
a miferfible journey, in a miferable country, in a mifera*^ 
bie feafon, in miferable health, and a miferable purfe : , 
and difappointed of his darling enterprize. Mr, Lediara 
informs Sir Jofeph Bankis , to whom he fknl , frbnl tiitie to 
time , a full account of his tranfadi'ons , that , though he had 
been retarded in his purfuits by malice, he had not tra- 
velled totally itl vain; his obfervations ill Afia beings per* 
haps , as complete as a longer vifit would have rendered 
them. From his laft letter it appears , that he propofed to , ^ 
return , aS li)eedily as pciffibld , from Konigsberg td 
England. 

For the preceding intelligence I am wholly indebted 19 
the obliging information of Sir Jofeph Banks* 

Vol. II: Q, 
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C-HA p. where they had a dwclling-houfe, fome flore* 
VII. houfes^, and a floop of about thirty tons burthen, 
»778. One of thefe men was either mafter or nnate of 
this veflel; another of them wrote a very good 
hand , and was acquainted with figures ; and all 
of them were fenfible and well-behaved perfons , 
'Who were ready to give Captain Cook every 
1 poflihle degree of information. Tibe great dif- 

^ ficulty in the reception and coria^municatiorf of 

intelligence, arofe from the wantiof an inter- 
34 oa. prcter. On the fourteenth , a Rufliari landed at 
Oonalafhka , whofe name was Erafim Gregorioff 
Sin IfmylofF, and who was the ppincipal perfon 
among his countrymen in this and the neigh- 
bouring iflands. Befides the intelligence which 
our Commander derived from his coiiyerfations 
with IfmylofF, and which were carried on by 
figns , affifted by figures and other characters , 
he obtained from him the fight of two charts, 
and was permitted to copy them. Both of them 
.were manufcripts , and bore every mark of au- 
^.henticity. The firft included the Penshinskian Sea ; 
the coaft of Tartary , down to the latitude of 
41*; the Kuril iflands; and the peninfula of 
Kamtfchatka, ^But it was the fecond chart that 
was the mod inter^fting to Captain Cook ; for 
it comprehended air the difcoveries made by 
the Ruflfians to the eaftward of Kamtfchatka, 
towards America; which, however, exclufively 
of the voyages of Beering and Tfcherikoff , 
amounted to little or nothing. Indeed , all the 
people with whom the Captain convened a: 
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Oonala/hka , agreed in affuring him , over and Chap. 
over again , that they knew of no other iflands , VII. 
befides thofe which were laid down upon this 1778- 
chart; and that no Ruffian had ever feen any 
part of the continent of America to the north- 
ward , excepting that which lies oppofite to the 
country of the Tfchutfkis. 

When , on the twenty- firft , Mr, Ifmyloff took ai 0^. 
bis final leaveof the Englifli navigators, our. Com- 
mander entrufted to his care a letter to the Lords 
Commiffioners 01 the Admiralty, in which was 
enclofed a chart of all the northern coafts the Cap- 
tain bad vifited. It was expeded that there would 
be an opportunity of fending this letter, in the 
enfuing fpring , to Kamfchatka or Okotflc, and 
that it ^vould reach Peterlburgh during the fol- 
lowing winter. Mr. Ifmyloff, who faithfully and 
fuccefsfully difcharged the truft our Commander 
had repofed^in hinri , feemed to poITefs abilities 
that might entitle him to a higher ftation in life 
than that which he occupied. He had a confidcr- 
able knowledge of aftronomy, and was acquainted 
with the moft ufeful branches of the mathematics. 
Captain Cook made him a pfefent of an Hadl'ey's 
ocSant ; and , though it was probably the firft he 
had ever feen, he underftood, in a very fliort 
time, the various ufes to which that inftrument 
can be applied. 

While the fhips lay at Oonalafhka, our voyagers 
did not negledl to make a diligent enquiry into 
the produdiions of the ifland, and the general mai>- 
ners of the inhabitants. On thefe , as being in a 
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Chap, great meafure fimilar to objecls^ which have already 
VIL been noticed , it is not neceffary to enlarge. There 

1778. is one circumflance , however, fo honourable to 
the natives , that it muft not be omitted. They 
are , to all appeararfte , the mod peaceable and 
inoffenfive people our Commander had ever met 
with ; and , with refpedl to honefty , they might 
ferve as a pattern to countries that are in the 
higheft ftate of civilization. A doubt is fuggefted, 
whether this difpofition may not have been the 
confequence of their prefent fubjedion to the Ruf- 
fians. From the affinity which was found tofubfift 
between the dialects of the Greenlander^and Efqui- 
maux, and thofe of the inhabitants of Norton's 
Sound * and Oonalafhka, there is ftrpng reafon 
to believe , that all thefe nations are of the fame 
extradion'; and, if that be the cafe , the exiftencc 
of a northern communication of fome kind, byfea, 
between the weft fide of America and the eaft 
fide , through Baffin's Bay, can fcarcely be doubt- 
ed ; which communication , neverthelefs , may 
effedually be fhut up againft ihips , by ice and 
other impediments. 

While the ve.fTels lay in Samganoodha harbour. 
Captain Cook exerted his ufual diligence in mak- 
ing nautical and aftronomical obfervations. All 

ft6 oa. things, on the twenty-fixth , having been gotten 
ready for his departure , he put to fea on that day, 

* Norton's Sound is a large inlet that extends to the 
northward as far as the latitude of 64* S5'> upon the 
coaft of which Lieutenant King had landed, by Captain 
Cook's order. 
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and failed for* the SandwicK Iflands ; it being his Chap. 
intention to fpend a few months there, and then VII. 
to diredV his courfe to Kamtfchatka, fo as to eil- 1778. 
deavour to reach that country by the middle of 
May , in the cnfuing fummer '^. . 

On the twenty - fixth of November , when the 2<5Xov. 
fhips had proceeded fouthward till they came to 
the latitude 6f ao* 55', land was difcovered, which 
proved to be an ifland of the name of Mowee ^ 
that had not hitherto been vifited. It is one of the 
group of the Sandwich Iflands. As it was of the lafl: 
importance to procure a fupply of provifions at 
thefe iflands , and experience had taught otjr Com- 
mander , that he could have no chance of fucceed- 
ing in this objedl, if it were left to every man'a 
difcretion to traffic for what he pleafed , and in 
what manner he pleafed ; the Captain publiflied 
an order, prohibiting all perfons from trading, 
excepting fuch as "fliould be appointed by himfelf 
and Captain Clerke. Even thefe perfons were 
enjoined to trade only for provifions and refrefli- 
ments. While ournavigatorslay off Mowe, which 
\vas for fome days, a friendly intercourfe was 
.maintained with the inhabitants. 

Another ifland was difcovered on the thirtieth, *^ ^^^* 
•Nvhich is called by the natives O^hyhee, As it 
appeared to be of greater extent and importance 
than any of the iflands which had yet been 
vifited in tbis part of the world , Captain Cook 

* Cook^s Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 48^- 49 J — 498, ^ij 
502. 506, so?* 509» SS^ — S24- 525. $26. 
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HAP. fpent nearly feven weeks in failing round, and 
VII. examining its coaft. Whilll he was thus employ- 
1^78, cd, the inhabitants came off. from time to time, 
in their canoes , and readily engaged ia traffic 
with our voyagers. In the condud of this bufmefe, 
the behaviour of the iflanders was more entirely free 
from fufpicion and referve than our Commander 
had ever yet experienced. Not even the people 
of Otaheite itfelf , with whom he had been fo 
intimately and repeatedly' conneded , had difplay- 
ed fuch a full confidence in the integrity and 
good treatment of the Englifh. 

Among the articles procured from the natives ^ 
was a quantity of fugar-cane. Upon a trial « 
Captain Cook found that a ftrong decodlion of 
it produced a very palatable beer; on which 
account, he ordered fome more to be brewed j 
for general ufe. When , however , the barrel 
was broached » not one of the crew would taftc 
of the liquor. As the Captain had no motive 
in preparing this beverage , but that of fparing 
the rum and other fpirits for a colder climate ^ 
he did not exert either authority or perfuafion 
to prevail upon the men to change their refolu- 
tion; for he knew that there was no danger 
of the fcurvy, fo long as a plentiful fupply 
could be obtained of different vegetables. Ne- 
verthelefs, that he might not be difappointed in 
his views , he gave orders that no grog fliould 
be ferved in the Ihips; and he himfelf, together 
with the officers , continued to make ufe of the 
fugar-cane beer^ which was much improved by 
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the addition of a few hops , that chanced to be C h a p. 
ftill on board. There could be no reafpnable, VII. 
doubt of its being a very \yholefpme liquor; I778» 
and yet the inconfiderate crew alleged that it 
would be injurious to their health. No people 
are more averfe to every kind of innovation 
than feamen, and their prejudices are extreme- 
ly difficult to be conquered. It was, however » 
by ading contrary to thefe prejudices , and by 
various deviations from eftablifhed pradice^ that 
Captain Cook had been enabled to preferve hi^ 
men from that dreadful diftemper, the fcurvy, 
which , perhaps » has deftroyed more of our 
failors , in their peaceful voyages , than havQ 
fallen by the enemy in mllitaiy expeditions. 

As the Captain was purfuing his examination of 
the coaft of Owhyhee, it having fallen calm at 
one o'clock in the morning of the nineteenth tj Dec: 
of December y the Refolution was left to the 
mercy, of a north-eafterly v fwell , which impelled 
her faft towards the land; fo that, long before 
day-break, lights were feen from the land, which 
was not more than a league diftant. * The night , . 
at the fame time , was dark , with thunder , 
lightning j* and rain. As fdon as it was light, a 
dreadful furf, within half a league of the veffel , 
appeared breaking from the fhore; and it was 
evident that our navigators had been in the moft 
perilous fituation ; nor was the danger yet over ; 
for, in confequence of the veering of the wind> 
they were but juft able to keep their diftancc 
from the coaft. What rendered their fituation 

a 4 
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C^ H A p. more alarming was , that a rope of the main-tpji- 
Vlf. fail having given way, this occafioned the fail 
1778, to be rent in two. In the fame manner, the two 
top-gallant fails gave way, though they were 
not half worn out. However , a favourable 
opportunity was feized of getting others to the 
yards ; and the Refolution again proceeded ia 
fafety, 
^779, ' Qjj ^jyg fixteenth of January ij'^g, canoes arriv- 
ed in fuch numbers from all parts, that there 
were not fewer than a thoufand about the two 
fhips , moft of them crowded with people , and 
well laden with hogs, and other produdtions of 
the ifland. It was a fatisfadldry proof of their 
friendly intentions, that there was not a fingle 
perfon amongft them who had with him a weapon 
of any kind ; trade and curiofity alone appearing 
to be the motives which adluated their conduct 
Among fuch multitudes, however, as, at times, 
were on board , it will not be deemed furprizing, 
that fome fhould betray a thievifli difpofition. 
One of them took out of the Refolution a boat's 
rudder; and made off with it 'fo fpeedily , that 
it could not be recovered. Captain Cook judged 
this to be a favourable opportunity of fhewing 
to thefe people the ufe of fire-arms ; and accord- 
ingly he ordered two or three mufquets , and as 
many four-pounders, to be fired over the canoe 
xvhich carried off the rudder. It not being inr 
tended that any of the fliot fhould take effcdl , 
the furrounding multitude of the natives feemed 
to be more furprized than terrified. 
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Mr. Bligh having been fent to examine a Chap. 
neighbouring bay, reported, on his return, that VIL 
it had good anchorage and freffi water, and that X779» 
it was in an acceffible fituation. Into this bay , 
therefore , tjie Captain refolved to carry the Ihips, 
in order to refit, ^nd to obtain every refrefhment 
Svhich the place could afford. As night approach- 
ed , the greater part of the Indians retired on 
fhore ; but. numbers of then^ requefted permiffion 
to fleep on board; in which requeft, curiofity 
(at leaft with regard to feveral of them) was 
not their fole motive; fot it was found, the next 
morning, that various things were miffing; on 
%yhich account our Commander determined not 
to entertain fo many perfons another night 

On the feventeenth , the fhips came to an an-^ *? Ja»« 
chor in the bay which had been examined by 
Mr. Bligh, and which is called Karakakooa by 
the inhabitants. At this time , the veftels continu- 
ed to be much crowded with natives , and were 
furrounded with a multitude of canoes. Captain 
Cook, in the whole courfe of his voyages, had 
never feen fo numerous a body of people affembled 
in one place. For, befides thofe^who had come 
off to the Englilh in their canoes , all the fhore bf 
the bay was covered with fpedators , and many 
hundreds were fwimming round the ihips like 
fhoals of fifh. Our navigators could not avoid 
being greatly impreffed with the fingularity of 
this fcene; and perhaps there were few on board 
thaf no\y lanjicntcd the want of fuccefs which had 
attended the endeavours of getting homeward. 
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Chap.- the lafl; fammer , by a northern paffagc. ^' To 
VIL " this difappointment," fays the Captain, "we 
1779. " owed our having it in our power to revifit the 
" Sandwich Islands^ and to enrich our voyage with 
^' a difcQvery which, though the lall, feemed^ 
*' in n^any refpedls , to be the ,moft important 
^' that had hitherto been made by Europeans; 
^^ throughout the extent of the Pacific Ocean V 

Such is the fentence that concludes our Com- 
mander s journal : and the fatisfadion with which 
this fentence appears to have been written , cannot 
fail of ftrikJng the mind of every reader. Little 
^ did Captain Cook then imagine , that a difcovery 
which promifed to add no fmall honour to his 
name, and to be productive of very agreeable 
confequences , ihould be fo fatal in the refult. 
Little did he think , that the ifland of Owhyhec 
was deftined to be the laft fcene of his exploits , 
and the caufe of his deftrudlion. 

The reception which the Captain met with 
from the natives, on his proceeding to anchor in 
Karakakooa Bay, was flattering in the higheft 
degree. They came off from the fliore in aftonifli- 
ing numbers , and expreffed their joy by fmging- 
and fhouting , and by exhibiting a variety of 
wild and extravagant geftures. Pareea , a young 
man of great authority, and Kaneena, another 
Chief, had already attached themfelves to our 
Commander, and were very ufeful in keeping 
their countrymen from being troublefome. 

■ 

* Cook's Voyage, ubi fupra, p. 532. 5355 536, 5J7, 
538. 540 — 548, 549- 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 235 

During the Jong cruize of our navigators off Chap. 
theidanci of Owhyhee, the inhabitants had almoft VIL 
univerfally behaved with great fairnefs and ho- 1779. 
nefty in their dealings , and had not fhewn the 
flighteO: propenfity to theft : and this was a fadl 
the more extraordinary, as thofe with whom our , 
people had hitherto maintained any intercourfe, 
were of the loweft rank, being, eitlier fervants 
or filhermen. But , after the arrival of the Refo- 
lution and Difcovery.in Karakakooa Bay , the cafe 
was greatly altered. The immenfe crowd of if- 
landers that blocked up every part of the fhips , 
not only afforded frequent opportunities p{ pilfer- 
ing without rifle of detcdlion; but held out, even 
if they fliouM be detected, a profpedl of efcaping 
with impunity, froiii the fuperiority of their num- , 

bers to that of the Englifli. Another circumftance, 
to which the alteration in the conduc3: of the 
natives might be afcribed / arofe from the prefence 
and encouragement of their Chiefs, into whofe 
poffeffion the booty might be traced, and whom 
there was reafon to fufped of being the inftigators 
of the depredations that were committed. 

Soon after the Refolution had gotten into her 
ftation , Pareea and Kaneena brought on board a 
third Chief, named Koah , who was reprefented 
as being a prieft, and as having, in his early 
youth , been a diftinguifhed warrior. In the even- 
ing, Captain Cook, attended, by Mr. Bayley 
and Mr. King, accompanied Koah on fliore. Upon 
this occafion, the Captain was received with 
v^xy peculiar and extraordinary ceremonies ; with 
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C h'a p. ceremonies that indicated the higheft refpe<!l on 
VII. the part of the natives , and which , indeed , feemed 
t779. to fall little fhort of adoration. 

One of the principal objeds that engaged our 
Commander's attention at Owhyhee , was the 
falting of hogs for fea-ftore; in which his fuccefs 
was far more compleat than had been attained in 
any former attempt of the fame kind. It doth not 
appear that experiments relative to this fubjcdl had 
been made by the navigators of any nation before 
Captain Cook. His firft trials were in 1774 , dur- 
ing his fecond voyage round > the world; when 
his fuccefs , though very imperfedl , was , never- 
thelefs, fufficient to encourage his farther efforts, 
in a matter of fo much importance. As the pre- 
fent voyage was likely to be protradled a year . 
beyond the time for which the Ihips were viftual- 
led, he was under a neceflity of providing, by 
fonie fuch method , for the ftibfiftence of the 
crews , or of relinquiftiing the profecution of his 
difcoveries. Accordingly , he loft no opportunity 
of renewing his attempts ; and the event anfwered 
his moft fanguine expedations^ Captain* King 
brought home with him fome of the pork which 
was pickled at Owhyhee in January 1779; and,, 
upon its being tafted by feveral perfons in Eng- 
land about Chriftmas 1780, it was found to be 
perfedly found and wholefome *. It' feemed to 
be deftined , that in every inftance Captain Cook 

* An account of the proceft may be feen in Captain 
King's Voyage, p. 12. 
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fhould excel all "who had gone before him , in Chap. 
promoting the purpofes of navigation. VII. 

On the twenty-fixth , the Captain had hisfirft 1779- 
intervie w with Terreeoboo , the king of the ifland. *^ ^*"* 
The meeting was condudled with a variety of 
ceremonies, among which, the cuftom of making 
an exchange of names, which, amongft all the 
iflanders of the Pacific Ocean is the ftrongeft 
pledge of fricndihip, was obferved. When the 
formalities of the interview were over, our Com- 
mander carried Terreeoboo , and as many Chiefs 
as the pinnace could hold , on board the Refolu- 
tion. They were received, on this occafion, with 
every mark of refped that could be Ihewn them ; 
and , in return for a beautiful and fplendid feath- 
ered clo^k which ,the king had bellowed on 
Captain Cook, the Captain put a linen fhirt on 
his majefty , and girt his own hanger round him. 

In the progrefs of the intercourfe which was 
maintained between our voyagers and the nati- 
ves, the quiet ana inoflfenfive behaviour of the 
latter took away every apprehenfion of danger; 
fo that the Englilh trufted themfelves among them 
at all times , and in all fituations. The inftances 
of kindnefs and civility which our people expe- 
rienced from them were fo numerous, that they 
could not eafily be recounted. A fociety of priefts, 
in particular, difpkyed a generofity and munifi- 
cence, of which no equal example had hitherto 
been given: for they furnilhed a conftant fupply 
of hogs and vegetables to our navigators, without 
ever demanding a return, or even hinting at it in the 
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moft diftant manner. All this was faid to be done 
at the expence of a great man among them, who 
was at the head of their body, whofe name was 
Kaoo, and who on other occafions manifcfted his 
attachment to the Englilh. There was not always 
fo much reafon to be fatisfied with the condudl 
of the warrior Chiefs, or Earees^ as with that of 
the priefts. Indeed , the fatisfaclion that was deri- 
ved from the ufual gentlenefs and hofpitality of 
the inhabitants, was frequently interrupted by 
the propenfity of many of them to dealing; and 
this circumftance was the more diftrefling, as it 
fometimes obliged our Commandtr and the other 
officers to have recourfe to ads of feverity, which 
they would willingly have avoided , if the necef- 
fity of the cafe had notabfolutely called for them. 
Though the kind and liberal behaviour of the 
natives continued without remiffion, Terreeoboo, 
and his Chiefs, began, at length, to be very in- 
quifitive about the time in which our voyagers 
were to take their departure. Nor will this be 
deemed furprizing, when it is confidered that, du* 
ring fixteen days in which the Englifti had been 
in the bay of Karakakooa, they had made an enorm- 
ous confumption of hogs and vegetables. It did 
not appear, however, that Terreeoboo had any 
other view in his enquiries, than a defire of mak- 
ing fufficient preparation for difmiffing our navi- 
gators with prefents , fuitable to the refpeft and 
kindnefs towards them which he had always 
difplayed. For,on his being informed that they were 
to leave the ifland in a day or two, it was obferved 
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that a kind of proclamation was immediately made, Chap. 

through the villages, requiring the people to brin^ VII. 

in their hogs and vegetables, for the king to pre- 1779. 

fent to the Orono *, ^on his quitting the country. 

Accordingly , on the third of February , being the 3 Feb. 

day preceding the time which had been fixed for 

the failing of the fhips, Terreeoboo invited Cap- 
tain Cook and Mr. King to attend him to the 

place where Kaoo refided. On their arrival , they 
found the ground covered with parcels of cloth, 

"at a fmall diftance from which lay an imrnenfe 
quantity of vegetables ;. and near them was a large 
herd of hogs. At the clofe of the vifit^ the great- 
er part of the cloth , and the whole of the hogs 
and vegetables V were given by Terreeoboo to the 
Captain and Mr. King ; who were aftonifhed at 
the value. and magnificence of the prefent; for it 
far exceeded every thing of the kind which they 
had feen either at the Friendly or Society Iflands f. 
Mr. King had in fo high a degree conciliated the 
afFedions, and gained the efteem , of the inhabit- 
ants of Owhyhee , that , with offers of the moft 
flattering nature , he was ftrongly folicited to re- 
main in the country. Terreeoboo and Kaoo wait- 
ed upon Captain Cook , whofe fon they fuppof- 
cd Mr. King to be , with a formal requeft that 

* (h'ono was a tide of high honour , which had been 
beftowed on Captain Cook. 

t^When the Refolution had failed fi-om Karakakooa 
Bay , Terreeoboo gave a frefh proof of his friendfhip for 
Captain Cook , by fending after him a large prefent of 
hogs and vegetables. 
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Chap, he might be left behind. To avoid giving a poti- 
Vll. tive refufal to an offer which was fo kindly intend- 
1779, cd, the Captain told them, that he could not 
part with Mr. King at that time , but that , on 
his return to the ifland in the next year, he would 
endeavour to fettle the matter to their fatisfadlion. 
4F«b, Early, on the fourth, the fhips failed but of 

Karakakooa Bay , being followed by a large num- 
ber of canoes. It was our Commander's defign, 
before he vifited the other iflands , to finifli tht 
furvey of Owhyhee, in hopes of meeting with a 
road better Iheltered than the bay he had juft left. 
In cafe of not fucceeding in this refped, he pur- 
pofed to take a view of the fouth-eaft part of 
'Mowee, where he was informed that he fhould 
find an excellent . harbour '^. 

The circumftances which brought Captain Cook 
back to Karakakooa Bay , and the unhappy con- 
fequences that followed, I fhall give from Mr. 
Samwell's narrative of his death. This narrative 
was, in the mbft obliging manner, communicat- 
ed to me in rtianufcript , by Mr. Sam well , with 
entire liberty to make fiich ufe of it as 1 fhould 
judge proper. Upon a perufal bf it , its import- 
ance ftruck.me in fo ftrong a light, that I wifhed 
to have it feparately laid before the world* Acr 
cordingly, with Mr. SamWell's concurrence, I 
procured its publication, that, if any objections 
Ihould be made to it^, 1 jtnight be able to notice 

* Voyage td the Pacific Oc^an , vol. iii. written by Mr. 
King, p4 1 — 31. 

therti 
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them in my own work. As the narrativ'e hkth Chap* 
continued for more than two years unimpeached VII. 
anduncontradided, I efteem myfelf f ully authori-* ^779* 
zed to infert it in this place , as containing the moft 
complete and authentic account of the melancho- 
ly cataftrophe, which ^ at Owhyhee, befel out' 
iiluftrious navigator and Comniander. 

^'^ On the fixth , we were overtaken by a gale 
^* of wind; and the next night, the Refolution 
*^ had the misfortune of fpringing the head of her 
^' foremaft, in fuch a dangerous manner, that 
" Captain Cook was obliged to return to Kera-' 
" gegooah *, in order to have it repaired; for 
'^ we could find no other convenient harbour on 
" the.idand. The fame gale had occafioned much 
" diftrefs among fome canoes, that had paid us 
" a vifit from the Ihore. One of them , with two 
" men and a child on board, was picked up by 
".the Refolution, and refcued from deftrudlion: 
" the men, having toiled hard all night, in attempt-^ 
" ing to reach the land, were fo much exhaufted^ 
" that they could hardly mount the fliip's fide,- 
^ When they got upon the quarter-deck, they 
" burrt into tears , and feemed much afFeded with 

* It is proper to tabs? notice , that Mr Samwell Q)€lb 
tlie names of feveral perfons and places differently from 
what is done in the hiftory of the voyage. For inftancCy 

Karakakooa he calls Ke, rag, e, goo, ah , 

Terreeoboa ■■ Kariopoo ,- 

Kowrowa -' Kavaroah ,• 

Kaneecabareeah — Kaneekapo, hereiy 

Maiha maiha " ■ Ka, mea,mea. 

Vol. IL R 
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Chap. ^^ the dangerous fituation from which they had 
VII. " efcaped ; but the little child appeared lively and 
*779* " cheerful. One of the Refolution's boats was 
" alfo fo fortunate as to fave a man and two 
" women, whofe canoe had been upfet by the 
*^ violence of the waves. They were brought on 
" board , and , with the others , partook of the 
" kindnefs and humanity of Captain Cook. 
wT%u " On the morning of Wednefday, the tenth, 

" we were within a few miles of the harbour ; 
" and were foon joined by feveral canoes , in which 
•* appeared many of our old acquaintance , who 
^* feemed to have come to welcome us back. 
Among them was Cooaha, a prieft: he had 
brought a fmall pig, and fome cocoa-nuts in 
his hand, which, after having chaunted a few 
fentences , he prefented to Captain Clerkc 
He then left us , and haftened on board the 
** Refolution, to perform the fame friendly cere- 
mony before Captain Cook. Having but light 
winds all that day , we could not gain the har- 
" bour. In the afternoon, a Chief of the firft 
" rank, and nearly related to Kariopoo, paid 
*• us a vifit on board the Difcovery. His name 
** was Kameamea : he was drefled in a very 
** rich feathered cloak, which hefeemed to have 
*' brought for fale, but would part with it for 
nothing except iron daggers. Thefe , the Chiefs , 
fome time before our departure, had preferred 
to every other article ; for , having received a 
plentiful fupply of hatchets and other tools, 
they began to colled a ftbre of warlike inftrur 
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** merits. Kameamea procured nine daggers for C H a f. 

his cloak ; and , being pleafed with bis recep- VII. 

tion , he and his attendants flept on board that i779» 

^ night. 

" In the morning of the eleventh of Februarys iiF€b. 

*' the (hips anchored again in Keragegooah bay, 
and . preparation was immediately made for 
landing the Refolution s foremaft. We were vifit* 

•' ed but by few of the hidians, becaufe there were 
but few in the bay. On our departure , thofe 
belonging to other parts , had repaired to theit 

" feveral habitations, and were again to collect 
from various quarters, before we could expeA 
to be furrounded by fuch multitudes as we had 
once feen in that harbour. In the afternoon, I 

" walked about a mile into the country, to vifil? 
an Indian friend, who had, a few days before, 
come near twenty miles, in 2^ fraall canoe, to 
fee me, while the ihip lay becalmed. As the 

** canoe had not left us long before a gale of 
wind came on, I was alarmed for the confe- 
quence: however, I had the pleafure to find 
that my friend had eifcaped unhurt , thougb. 

" not without fome difficulties. I take notice 
of this Ihort excurfion, merely becaufe it af- 
forded me an opporttmity of obferving, that 
there appeared no change in the difpofition or 
behaviour of the inhabitants. 1 faw nothing 
that could induce me to think, that they wer^ 
difpleafed with our return, or jealous of thct 
intention of our fecond vifit. On the contrary, 

" that abundant good-nature whiiib had always 
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Chap. " charadlerifed them , fecmed ftiti to glow ii^ 
VII. *' every bofom , and to animate every counten- 

1779. " ance '^. 

la Ftb. ^^ The next day, February the twelfth* the 
^ fhips were put under a taboo , by the Chiefs ; 
^' a folemnity , it feems, that was requifite to be 
^ obferved before Kariopoo , the king , paid his 
** firfl: vifit to Captain Cook, after his return, 
^^ He waited upon him the fame day , on board 
*' the Refolution , attended by a large train., 
^^ fome of which b6re the prefents defigned for 
** Captain Cook ; who received him in his ufual 
*' friendly manner, and gave him feveral articles 
^ in return. This amicable ceremony being 
^* fettled , the taboo was diffolved ; matters went 
^ on in the ufual train ; and the next day , 
i3f « February the thirteenth, we were vifited by 
^ the natives in great numbers : the Refolutions 
^ maft was landed , and the aftronomical obfer- 
•^^ vatories eredled on their former fituation. 1 
^ landed , with another gentleman , at the town 
** of Kavaroah , where we found a great number 

* Mr. King relates , that our voyagers , upon coming 
to anchor, were furprized to find their reception very 
different from what it had been on their firft arrival. He 
acknowledges , however , that the unfufpicious conduct of 
Terreeoboo, who, the next morning, came immediately 
to] vifit Captain Ck)ok, and the confequent return of die* 
natives to their former friendly incercourfe with the Englifh , 
are ftrong proofe that they neither meant nor apprehended any 
change of conduct '* Things , " fays BJr. King , " went on ^ 
^' in their ufual quiet courfe , till the afternoon of the 
^ tfiirteenth. " Voyage , ubi fupra , p. J 6, j 7^ j g. 
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^* of canoes , juft arrived from different parts of C H 1 12 
" the Ifland, and the Indians bufy in conftrudU VII. 
^ ing temporary huts on the beach , for their ^^^9^ 
^' refidence during the ftay of the fliips. On our 
^* return on board the Difcovery, we learned , 
^' that an Indian had been deteded in Healing 
^^ the armourer's tongs from the forge , for 
^' vrhich he received a pretty fevere flogging, 
^ and was "fent out of the fliip. Notwithftanding 
the example made of this man, i^ the afternoon 
another had the audacity to fnatch the tongi 
and a chiffel from the fame place , with ^which 
^' he jumped overboard , and fwam for the fhorc. 
^* The mafter aqd a ipidfbipman were inftantly 
^' difpatched after him , in the fqaaU ciitter^ The 
^' Indian feeing himfelf purfued , made for a 
^ canoe; his countrymen took him on board, 
^* and paddled as fwift as they could towards the 
" fliore 5 we fir^d feveral mufkets at them , but 
^' to no effed , for they foon got out of the reach 
^' of oui; ihot, Pareah , one of the Chiefs , who 
^* was at that time oa^ board th^ Difcovery, 
^' underftanding what had happened , inamediate- 
^* ly went ^ore, promifmg to bring hack the 
" ftolen goods. Our boat was fo far diftanced, 
^' in chafing the canoe which had taken* the thief 
" on board , that he had time to make his efcape 
" into the country. Captain Cook , who was 
" then a{hore, endeavoured to intercept hig 
" landing; but, it feems, that he was led out of 
" tlie way by fome of the natives , who had^ 
" officiouHy intruded themfelves ^s guides, A^ 
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Chap. ^ the mafter vras approaching near the lanJing- 
VII. ^ place , he was met by fome of the Indians in a 
1779. * canoe: they had brought back the tongs and 
^ chiffel , together with another article , that \vc 
^ had not miffed , which happened to be the lid 
^' of the water -caflc. Having recovered thefe 
** things , he was returning on board , when he 
** was met by the Refolution's pinnace , with 
** five men in her, who, without any orders, 
^ had come from the obfervatories to his affiftance. 
** Being thus unexpectedly reinforced , he thought 
•* himfelf ftrong enough to infift upon having 
*' the thief, or the canoe which took him in , 
** delivered up as reprizals. With that view he 
** turned back ; and having found the canoe on 
\ •* the beach , he was preparing to launch it into 
" ** the water, when Pareah made his appearance, 
and infifted upon his not taking it away , as it 
was his property. The officer not regarding 
** him, the Chief feized upon him, pinioned his 
*' arms behind, and held him by the hair of 
♦* bis head ; on which , one of the failors ftruck 
^* him with an oar : Pareah inftantly quitted the 
^* officer, fnatched the oar out of the man's 
** hand , and fnapped it in two acrofs his knee^ 
** At length the multitude began to attack our 
'* people. with ftones. They made fome refift- 
*' ance, but were foon overpowered , and obliged 
** to fwim for fafcty to the fmall cutter , which 
^ lay farther out than the pinnace. The officers, 
*• not being expert fwimmers , retreated to a 
fmall rock in the water , ^Yhere they wete 
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clofely purfued by the Indians. One man C h a f; 
darted a broken oar at the mafter; but his VII. 
foot flipping at the time , he mifled him , which X779* 
" fortunately favcd that officer's life. At laft , 
^' Pareah interfered , and put an end to their 
** violence. The gentlemen, knowing that his 
prefence was their only defence againft the 
fury of the natives , entieated him to ftay with 
them , till they could get off in the boats ; but 
that he refufed, and left them. The mafter 
vrei^t to f eek aflSft^nce from the party at the 
obfei-vatories ; but the midfhipman chofe to 
jremain in the pinnace* He was very rudely 
*' treated by the mob, who plundered the boat 
*' of every thing that was loofe on board , and 
^* then began to knock her to pieces, for the 
** fake of the ironwork; but Pareah fortunately 
^^ returned, in time to prevent her deftrudion. 
** He had met the other gentlenian on his way 
" to the obfervatories , and, fufpefting his errand, 
** had forced him to return, fje difperfed the 
** crowd again, and defired the gentlemen to 
'' return on board : they reprefented', that all the 
** oars had been taken out of the boat ; on which 
fae brought fome of them back , and the gen- 
tlemen were glad to get oflF, without farther 
^* moleftation. They had . not proceeded far , 
before they were overtaken by Pareah , in a. 
canoe : he delivered the midfhipman s cap ^ 
*' which had hie^en taken from him in the fcuffle^ 
*' joined nofes with tliem , in token of recoo- 
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dilation, and was anxious to know, if Captain 
Cook would kill him for what had happened. 
They affured him of the contrary, and made 
figns of friendfhip to him in return. He then 
left them, and paddled over to the town of 
Kavaroah , and that was the laft time we ever 
faw him. Captain Cook returned on board 
fopn after , much difpleafed with the whole of 
this difagreeable bufuiefs; and the fame night 
fent a lieutenant on board the Difcovery to 
learn the particulars of it, as- it had originated 
in that fliip. ' . 

" It was remarkable, that in the midft of the 
hurry and confufion attending this affair, Kan- 
ynah (a Chief who had always been on terms 
particularly friendly with us) came from the 
fpot where it happened , with a hog to fell oil 
board the Difcovery : it was of an extraor- 
dinary large fize , and he demanded for it a 
pahowa , or dagger, of an unufual length. He 
painted to us, that it muft be as long as his 
arm. Captain Clerke not having one of that 
length , told him , he would get one made for 
him by the morning ; with which being fatis- 
fied , he left the hog , and went afhore without 
making any ftay with us. It will not be 
altogether foreign to the fubjedl, to mention sc 
circumftance , that happened to-day onboard 
the Refolutiqn. An Indiaa Chief aiked Captain 
Cook at his table, if he was a Tata Tod 
which means a fighting man, or a foldien 
Being ^nfwered \x\ the affirmative, be defired 
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to fee his wounds : Captain Cook held out his C H A K 

right - hand , which had a fear upon it , divi- Vn. 

ding the thumb from the finger , the whole 1779. 

length of the .metacarpal bqnes. The Indian , 

being thus convinced of his being a Toa, put 

the fame queftion to another gentleman prefent, 

but he happened to have none of * thofe dif- 

tinguilhing marks : the Chief then faid , that he 

** himfelf was a Toa, and fhewed the fears of 

*' fome wounds he had received in battle. Thofe 

" who were on duty at the obfervatories , were 

*' difturbed , during the night, with Ihrill and 

*■ melanqholy founds , iffuing from the adjacent 

^* villages, which they took to be the lamenta- 

*' tions of the women. Perhaps the quarrel be- 

" tween us , might have filled their minds with 

^' apprehenfions , for thefafety of their hufbands : 

** but , be that as it may , their mournful cries 

" ftruck the fentinels with unufuaj awe and terror. 

" To widen the Ijreach between us , fome of 

^^ the Indians , in th^ night, took away the 

f* Difcovery's large cutter, which lay fw^ped 

^' at the buoy of one of her anchors : they had 

^^ carried her off fo quietly, that we did not 

^' ipifs her till the morning, Sunday, February mFcS. 

*' the fourteenth. Captain Clerke loft no time in 

•" waiting upon Captain Cook , to acquaint him 

^' with the accident : he returned on board , 

^* with orders for the launch and fmall cutter to 

^* go , under the command of the fecond lieuten- 

" ant, and lie off the eaft point of the bay, in 

^^ order to intercept all canoes that might attempt 
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C H A F. " to get out; and, if he found it neceflary, to 
Vll. *^ fire upon themv At the fame time, the third 
1779. ^* lieutenant of the Refolution , with the launch 
^ and fmall cutter, was fent on the fame fervice, 
*^ to the oppofitc point of the bay ; and the 
^ mafter was difpatchcd in the large cutter, in 
*' purfuit of a double canoe , already under 
** fail , making the beft of her way out of the 
** harbour. He foon came up with her, and by 
^' firing a few mu£ke£s, drove her on fhore, and 
^' the Indians left her: this bappened to be the 
*' canoe of Omea, a man who bore the title of 
*' Orono. He was on board himfelf , and it 
^' would have been fortunate, if our people had 
^' fecured him, for his l^erfon was held as facred 
^ as that of the king. During this time. Captain 
^^ Gook was preparing to go afliore himfelf, at 
^' the town of Kavaroak , in order to fecure the 
" perfon of Kariopoo , before he fhouid have 
*^ time to withdraw himfelf to another part of 
•" the ifland, out of our reach. This appeared 
*^ the moft efFedual ftep that could be taken on 
" the prefent occafion, for the recovery of the 
^^ boat. • — It was the meafure he had invariably 
*' purfued , in fimilar cafes , at other iflands in 
^' thefe feas, and it had always been attended 
^ with the defired fuccefs : in fadJ: , it would be 
^' difficult to point out any other mode of 
^ proceeding on thefe emergencies , likely to 
^ attain the objed in view '^. We had reafon to 

* Mr. King acknowledges , that he was always fearful , 
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fnppofe , that the king and his attendants had C h a P^ 
^' fled when the alarm was firft given: in that VIL 
" cafe, it was Captain Gook's intention to fecure 177^ 
" the large canoes which were hauled up on the 
" beach. He left the (hip about feven o'clock , 
" attended by the lieutenant of marines , a fer- 
*' jeant , corporal , and feven private men : the 
^ pinnace*s crew were alfo armed, and under 
" tiie command of Mr. Roberts. As they rowed 
" towards the fhore , Captain Cook ordered the 
^' launch to leave her ftation at the weft point of 
** the bay , in order to affift his own boat. This 
** is a circumftance worthy of notice ; for it 
'* clearly fhewsj that he was not unapprehenfive 
" of meeting with refiftance from the natives, 
^* or unmindful of the neceffary preparation for 
the fafety of himfelf and his people. I will 
venture to fay, that, from the appearance of 
*' things juft at that time, there was not one, 
" befide himfelf, who judged that fuch precaution 
" was abfolutely requifite: fo little did his con- 
" ducfl on the occafion , bear the marks of , 
^' rafhnefs, or a precipitate felf-confidence ! He 
" landed, with the marines, at /the upper end 
*' of the town of Kavaroah •. the Indians imme- 
*' diately flocked round , as ufua] , and fliewed 
^' him the cuftomary marks of refped, by pro- 

that the degree of confidence, which Captain Cook had 
acquired from his long and uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs, 
in his tranfiwflions with the natives of thefe fta> , might » 
at fome unlucky moment , put him too much off his guard* 
Voyage, ubifupra, p. S5. 
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Chap* ^* ftrating themfelves before him. There were nO 
VII. " figns of hoftilities , ot much alarm ampng 
J 779. " them. Captain Cook, however, did not feem 
willing to truft to appearances; but was parti- 
cularly attentive to the difpofition of the mari- 
nes, and to have them kept clear of the crowd. 
^' He firft enquired for the king's fons , two 
^* youths who were much attached to him , and 
" generally his companions on board. Meffengers 
^' being fent for them, they foon came to him , 
*' and informing him that their father was afleep, 
" at a houfe not far from them, he accompanied- 
" them thither , and took the marines along 
y " with them. As he paffed along, the natives 

« every where proftrated themfelves before him, 
^^ and feemed to have loft no part of that refpedl 
^' they had always Ihewn to his perfon. He was 
joined by feveral Chiefs, among whom was 
Kanynah, and his brother Koohowrooah. They 
kept the crowd in order, according to their 
^' ufual cuftom; and, being ignorant of his in- 
^^ tention in coming on fhore, frequently aCked 
^^ him, if he wanted any hogs, or other provi- 
^^ fions: he told them that he did not, and that 
^^ his^ bufmefs 'was to fee the jcing. When he 
^' arrived at the houfe, he ordered fome of the 
^^ Indians to go in , and inform Kariopoo , that 
" he waited without to fpeak with him. They 
came out two or three tirties , and inftead of 
returning any ^nfwer from the king, prefented 
fome pieces of red cloth to him, which made 
Captain Cook fufped th^t be was npt in tlie 
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houfe ; he therefore defired the lieutenant of Chap, 
marines to go in. The lieutenant found the old VII. 
man juft awaked from fleep, and fecmingly 1779. 
alarmed at the meffage ; but he came out 
without hefitation. Captain Cook took him by 
** the hand, and in a friendly manner alked him 
'' to go on board , to which he very readily 
confented. Thus far matters appeared in a 
favourable train, and the natives did not feem 
much alarmed or apprehenfive of hoftility on 
our fide; at which Captain Cook expreffed 
himfelf a little furprized, faying, that as the 
inhabitants of that town appeared innocent of 
** ftealing the cutter, he Ihould not moled them, 
" but that he muft get the king on board. Ka- 
*' riopoo fat down before his door, and was 
furrounded by a great crowd: Kanynah and his 
brother were both very adtive in keeping order 
" among them. In a little time, however, the 
Indians were obferved arming thcmfel ve^ with 
long fpears, clubs, and daggers, and putting 
" on thick mats, which they ufe as krmour. This 
^' hoftile appearance increafed, and became more 
" alarming, on the arrival of twd men in a canoe 
from the oppofite fide of the bay , with the 
news of a Chief, called Kareemoo, having been \ 
^* killed by one of the Difcovery's boats. In their 
*' paffage acrofs, they ha:d alfo delivered this 
^* account to each of the fhips. Upon that inform- 
ation , the women , who were fitting upon the 
beach at their breakfafts , and converfing fami- • 
*' liarly witl^ our people in the boats , retired , 
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Chap. " and a confufed murmur fpread through the 
VII. " crowd. An old prieft came to Captain Cook ^ 
1779. " with a cocoa-nut in his hand, which he held 
** out to, him as a prefent, at the fame time fuig- 
'* ing very loud. He was often defired to be filent, 
** but in vain : he continued importunate and 
** troublefome, -and there was no fuch thing as 
•* getting rid of him or his noife : it feemed as if 
" he meant to divert their attention from his 
countrymen, who were growing more tumultu- 
ous, and arming themfelves in every quarter. 
Captain Cook , being, at the fame time fur- 
rounded by a great crowd, thought bis fituation 
rather hazardous : he therefore ordered the iieu- 
tenant of marines to march his fmall party to 
the water-fide , where the boats lay within a 
few yards of the (bore: the Indians readily 
made a lane for them to pafs , and did not 
offer to interrupt them. The diftance they had 
to go might be about fifty or fixty yards; Cap- 
tain Cook followed, having hold of Kariopoo's 
" hand, who accompanied him very willingly : he 
" was attended by his wife, two fons, and fevera^^ 
** Chiefs. The troublefome old prieft followed, 
making the fame favage noife. Keowa, the youn- 
ger fon, went diredly into the pinnace, expell- 
ing his father to follow: but juft as he arrived 
at the water-fide, his wife threw her arms about 
his neck, and, with the affiftance of two Chiefs, 
*' forced him to fit down by the fide of a double 
Canoe. Captain Copk expoftulated with them. 
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** but to no purpofe : they would not fufFer the Chap* 
*' king to proceed, telling him, that he would VIL 
" be put to death if he went on board the fhip. 1779. 
•* Kariopoo , whofe condud feemed entirely re- 
** figned to the will of others, hung down his 
** head , and appeared much diftreffed. 

^' While the king was in this fituation, a Chief, ' 

" well known to us, of the name of Coho, was 

^' obferved lurking near, with an iron dagger, 

^' partly concealed under his cloak, feemingly, 

" with the intention of ftabbing Captain Cook, 

" or the lieutenant of marines. The latter propof- 

** ed to fire at him, but Captain Cook would not 

^ permit it. Coho clofmg upon them, obliged 

^ the officer to ftrike him with his piece, which. 

'' made him retire. Another Indian laid hold of 

" the ferjeant's mufquet, and endeavoured to 

^' wrench it from him, but was prevented by the 

" lieutenant's making a blow at him. Captain 

*' Cook, feeing the tumult increafe, and the In- 

" dians growing more daring "and refolute, obferv- 

" ed , that if he were to take the king off by 

" force, he could not do it without facrificine the 

" lives of many of his people. He then paufed a 

** little, and was on the point of giving his orders 

^ to reimbark, when a man threw a ftone at him; 

^ which he returned with a difcharge of fmall'fhot 

" (with which one barrel ot his double piece was 

^ loaded). The man, having a thick mat before 

^* him, received little or no hurt: he brandifhed 

" his fpear, and threatened to dart it at Captain 

" Coo^c, who being ftill unwilling to take away 
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Chap. ^' his life, inftead of firing with ball, knocked hirti 
VII. ^^ down with his mufquet. He expoftulated ftrongly 
1779. "with the moft forward of the crowd, upon their 
" turbulent behaviour. He had given up all thoughts 
^^ of getting the king on board, as it appeared imprac- 
" ticable ; and his care was then only to adl on the 
•" defenfi ve ; and to fecure a fafe embarkation for his 
" fmall party, which was clofely preffed by a body of 
" feveral thoufand people. Keowa, the king's fon, 
^^ who was in the pinnace, being alarmed on hearing 
^ ^ the firfl: firing, was, at his own entreaty, put on 
^^ Ihore again; for even at that time, Mr. Roberts, 
who commanded her, did not apprehend that 
Captain Cook's perfon was in any danger: other- 
wife he would have detained the prince, which, 
no dowbt, would have been a great check on 
the Indians. One man was obferved, behind a 
** double canoe, in the adlion of darting his fpear 
" at Captain Cook, who was forced to fire at him 
in his own defence , but happened to kill ano- 
ther clofe to him, equally forward in the tu- 
mult: the ferjeant obferving that he had miffed 
the man he aimed at, received orders to fire at 
him, which he d^d, and killed him. By this 
time, the impetuofitv of the Indians was fo- 
mewhat repreffed ; they fell back ih a body, and 
feemed daggered : but being puihed on by thofc 
behmd, they returned to the charge, and pour- 
ed a volley of ftones among the marines, who, 
without waiting for orders, returned it with ^ 
general difcharge of mufquetry, which was in- 
ftantly followed by a fire from the boats. At 

this 
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this Captain Cook was heard to exprefs his afto- C tt a 1»* 
nilhment: he waved his hand to the boats, cal- VIL 
" led to them to ceafe firing, and to come nearer 1779* 
" in to receive the marines. Mr. Robejrts imme- 
** diately bi'ought the pinnace as clofe to the fhore 
^' as he could , without grounding, notwith-. 
(landing the Ihowers of ftones that fell among 
the pedple: but — , the lieutenant, who com- 
manded in the launch, inftead of pulling in 16 
the affiftance of Captain Cook , withdrew hi^ 
" boat farther off, at the moment that every thing 
feems to have depended upon the timely exer- 
tions of thofe in the boats. By his own ac- 
count , he miftook the fignal : but be that as it 
may, this circumftance appears to me, to have! 
*' decided the fatal turn of the affair, and to have . 
*' removed every chance which remained with 
*' Captain Cook, of efcaping with his life The 
*' bufmefs of faving the marines out of the water, 
" in confequence of that, fell altogether upon thd 
pinnace ; which thereby became fo much crowd- 
ed, that the crew were, in a great meafure, 
prevented from ufme their fire- arms, or giving' 
<' what affiftance they otherwife might have done, 
** to Captain Cook; fo that he feems, at the moft 
critical point of time,, to have wanted the affift- 
ance of both boats , owing to the removal of 
the launch. For, notwithftanding that they kept 
up a ifire on the crowd, from the fituation td 
which they removed in that boat, the fatal con* 
fufion which enfued on her being withdrawii, 
** to fay the Icaft of it, mi\ft have prevented th«^ 
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Chap. " full efFed, that the prompt co - operation of the 
VII. " two boats, according to Captain Cook's orders 
1779* " muft have had, towards the prefervation of him- 
felf and his people *. At that time, it was to 
the boats alone, that Captain Cook had to look 
for his fafcty ; for, when the marines had fired, the 
Indians rulhed among them, and forced them 
into the water, where four of them wefe killed: 
their lieutenant was wounded , but fortunately 

** efcaped^ and was taken up by the pinnace. 

^- Capta'm^Cook was then the only one remaining 

*' on the rock: he was obferved making for the 
pinnace, holding his left hand againfl: the baf k 
of his head , to guard it from the ftones , and 
carrying his mufquet under the other arm. An 
Indian Was feen following him , but with cau- 
tion and timidity ; for he flopped once or twice, 
as if undetermined to proceed. At laft he 

** advanced upon him unawares, and with a large 
club ti o^ common ftake, gave him a blow on 
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* I have been informed , on the beft authority , that , 
in the opinion of Captain Philips, who commanded the 
marines, and Mrhofe judgment muft be of the greateft 
weight, it is extremely doubtful whether any thing could 
fuccefsfully have been done to preferve the life of Cap- 
tain Cook , even if no miftake bad been committed on the 
part of the launch, 

t " I have heard one of the gentlemen tvho where pre- 
** feilt lay , that the firft injury he received was from a 
*' dagger, as it is reprefented in the Voyage ; but, from 
*' the account of many others, who where alfo eye-wit- 
"*' neffes, I am confident, in faying, that he was firft 
J^^itruck with a club. I was afterwards confirmedi in this , 
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" the back of the head, aiid then pt'ecipitately re* C tl a Vi 
" treated. The ftroke feemed to have ftynned VII. 
^Captain Cook: he ftaggered a few paces, then t'Jl9* 
fell on his hand and one knee^ and dropped his 
tnufquet. As he was rifing, and before he dould 
recover his feet, another Indian ftabbed him in 
the back of the neck with an iron daggef^ H& 
then fell into a bite of water about knee deep, 
** where others crowded upon him, and €ndea^ 
voured to keep him Under : but ftruggling very 
ftrongly with them, he got his head up, and 
calling his look towards the pinnace,^ feemed to 
*' folicit affiftance. Though the boat was not 
** above five or fix yards diftant from him, yet from 
the crowded and confufed ftatd of the crew* it* 
feems , it was not in their power to fave him* 
The Indians got him under again, but iri deepei* 
Water : he was^ howeverj able to get his head 
** up once more, and being almoft fpent in the 
" ftruggle i he naturally turned to the rock , and 
** was endeavouring to fuppotc himfelf by it, Wheil 
*' a favage gave^him a blow with a club, and he 
*' was feen aliVe no m6rc. They hauled him up 
*' lifelefe on the rocks, where they feemed to take 
'* a lavage pleafure in ufing eVery barbarity to hii 

*^ fey Kaitefckca, the prieft ^ Who jlartictilariy tdcntidnti 

^' thef name of the man who gave hiin the blow , as well 

*' as that of the Chief who afterwards ftf UCk hiiii With 

*' theJ daggen This is a point not Worth difputing about i 

^ i mention it, as being ^ folicitous to be acctirate in thl# 

*^ account, even in eircumflances $ of themfelves^ noip ' 

•^ very material/' 
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dead body, fnatching the daggers out of each. 
other's hands, to have the horrid fatisfadlion 
of piercing the fallen vidim of their barba- 
rous rage. 

" I need make no f efledlion on the great lofs we 
fuffered on this occafion, or attempt to defcribc 
what we felt. It is enough to fay, that no maa 
was ever more beloved or admired : and it is 
truly painful to refledl, that he feems to have 
fallen a facrifice merely for want of being pro- 
perly fupported ; a fate, Angularly to be lament- 
ed, as having fallen to his lot, who had ever 
been confpicuous for his care of thofe under his 
command, and who feemed, to the laft, to pay 
as much attention to their prefervation , as tQ 
that of his own life. 

" If any thing could have added to the Diaitie 
and indignation univerfally felt on this occafion, 
it Was to find, that his remains had been defert- 
ed, and left cxpofed on the beach, although 
they might have been brought off. It appears, 
from the information of four or five midfliipmen, 
who arrived on the fpot at the cbnclufion of the 
fatal bufmefs, that the beach was then almoft 
entirely deferted by the Indians, who at length 
had given way to the fire of the boats, and dif- 
perfed through the town : fo that there feemed 
no great obftacle to prevent the recovery of 
Captain Cook's body; but the lieutenant return- ^ 
ed on board without making the attem|^t. It 
is unnecefliiry to dwell longer on this painful 
fubjecft, and to relate the complaints and ccnfu- 
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'* res that fell on the condud of the lieutenant C li a p • 

t 

It will be fufficient to obferve, that they were VIL 
fo loud as to oblige Captain Gierke publicly to i779» 
notice them, and to take the depofitions of his 
accufers down in writing. The Captain's bad 
date of health and approaching diffolution, it 
is fuppofed, induced him to deftroy thefe pa- 
pers a fhort time before his death. 
** It is a painful taflc, to be obliged to notice 
circumftances , which feenqi to refleA upon the 
charadler of any. man, A ftridl regard to 
trutli , however , compelled me to the infer* 
tiop of thefe fadls, which I have offered mere- 
^' ly as fads, without prefuming to connedl with 
^ them any comment of my own : efteeming it 
" the part of a faithful hiftorian, ^' to extenuate 
" nothing, nor fet down aught in malice. 

" The fatal accident happened at eight o'clock 
" in the morning, about an hour after Captaia 
*^ Cook landed. It did not feera, that the king, 
" or his fons, were witneffes to it; but it is fup- 
^ pofed that they withdrew in the midft of the 
*' tumult. The principal adors were the other 
*^ Chiefs, many of them^ the king's relations and 
*^ attendants : the man who (tabbed him with the 
^* dagger was called Nooah. I happened to be 
" the only one who recolleded his perfon, fron\ 
^' having on a former occafion mentioned his 
^< name in the journal I kept. I was induced to 
^ take particular notice of him, more from his 
" perfonal appearance than any other confider^ 
f atioii, tho.ugh he >Yas of high rank, arid ^ 

S3 
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Qhav, *' near relation of the kings he was ftout an<I 
VIT. ^' tall, \vith a fiefce look ^nd demeapour, and 
I779» *' one who united in his figure the two qualities 
^* of ftj^ength and agility , in a greater degree , 
^* than ever I remembered to have feen before 
^* in apy other man. His age might be about 
*' thirty, and by the white fcurf on his fkin , 
** and his fore eyes, he appe^r^d'to be a hard 
*' drinker of Kava. He was a conftant compa- 
*' nion of the king, with whom I firft faw him, 
^^ when he paid a vif;t to Captain Gierke. The 
*' Chief who firft ftruck Captain Cook with the 
^' club, was called Karimano , craha, but I did 
*' not know him by his name. Thefe circum- 
" ftances I learnt of honeft Kaireekea, the prieft; 
'' who added , that they were both held in great 
^* efteem on account of that adion: neither of 
^' them came^ear us afterwards. When the bofits 
^* left the fliore, the Indians carried away the 
^' de^d body of Captain Cook and thofe of the 
^' marines, to the rifmg ground, at the bs^ck of 
^* the town , where we could plainly fee theni 
'• with our gjafles from the fhips, 

" This moft melanclj«)ly accident appears to 
^' have been altogether unexpected and unfore- 
** feen, as well on the part of the natives as 
^' ourfelves. I never faw fufficient reafon to in- 
** duce me to believe , that there was any thing 
** of defign , or a pre-concerted p|an on their 
^^ fide, or that they purpofely fought to qiiarfej 
** with us: thieving, which gave rife to the 
^^ whole, they w^re eaually guilty of, in pur 
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" firft and fecond vifits. It was the caufe of C h a r% 
** every mifunderftanding that happened between VIL 
us: their petty thefts were generally overlook- i779' 
ed, but fometimes flightly punifhed: the boat, 
" which they at laft ventured to take aw^y, 
" was an objedl of no fmall magnitude to people 
" in our fituation, who could not ppfEbly re- 
" place her, and therefore not flightly to be 
given up. We had no other chance of reco- 
vering her, but by getting the perfon of the 
king into our poffeflion : on our attempting to 
do that, the natives became alarmed for his 
fafety, and naturally oppofed thofe whom they 
" deemed his enemies. In the fudden coiiflid; 
" that 'enfued, we Jiad the unfpeakable misfor- 
** tune of lofing our excellent Commander, in 
" the manner already related. It is in this light 
the affair has always appeared to me, as en- 
tirely accidental, and not in the leaft owing 
" to any previous ofiFence received , or jealoufy 
^* of our fecond vifit entertained by the natives. 
Pareah feems to have been the principal in- 
ftrument in bringing about this fatal difafter. 
** We learnt afterwards , that it was he who had 
employed fome people to fteal the boat: the 
king did not feem to be privy to it, or even 
*^ apprized of what had happened, till Captain 
" Cook landed. . 

It was generally remarked, that at firft, th^ 
Indians ihewed great refolution in facing our 
'' fire-arms ; but it was entirely owing to igno- 
" ranee of their efFe<a. They thought that their 
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C jf A p. ** thick mats would defend them from a ball , 
VIL " as well as from a ftone; but being foon con- 
>77?» " vinced of their error, yet ftill at a lofs to ac- 
^' count how fuch execution was done among 
^' them', they had recourfe to a ftratagem, 
^' which, though it anfwered no other purpofe, 
. ^^ ferved to fhew their ingenuity and quicknefe 
. *• of invention. Obferving the flalhes of the 
*' mufquets ^ they naturally concluded , that 
" watqr would counteract their effed, and th^rc-.* 
» *' fore , veiy fagacipufly, dipped , their mats, 

^' or armour, in the fea, juft as they came oa 
to face our people ; but finding this l^ft re-. 
fource to fail them) they foo(i difperfed, and 
left the beach entirely clear. It 'was an objedl 
^^ they never negleded, cvea at the greateft ha^ 
zard , tQ carry off their flain ; a cuftom , pro- 
bably owing to the barbarity with which they 
^^ treat the dead body of an enemy, and th^ 
!'' rrophies they mak^ of his bone^ ^,'' 

In confequenoe of this barbarity of difpofition, 
the whole remains of Captain Cook could not 
be recovered. For, though every exertion was 
niadp for that purpofe j though negociations and 
threatenings were alternately employed , little 
more than the principal part of his bones (and 
that with great difficulty) c;ould be procured. 
By the poireflion of them, our navigators were 
^ai^lcd to perform the laft offices to their emi^ 

* Samwell's Narrative of th^ Death of Captain Jamet 
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ncnt and unfortunate Commander. The bones, Chap. 
having been put into a coffin, and the fervice VII. 
being read over them, were committed to the 1779. 
deep, on the twenty-firft, \\<ith the ufual mill-' -' ^ ^^'^"a'^y- 
ta/y honours. What were the feelings of the 
-<^ompanies of both the fhips , on this occafion, 
muft be left to the world to conceive ; for thofe 
who were prefent know, that it is not in the 
po^ver of any pen to exprefs them. 

A promotion of officers followed the deceafe 
of Captain Cook. Captain Clerke having fuc^ 
ceeded of courfe to the command of the expe- 
dition, removed on board the Refolution. By 
him Mr. Gore was appointed Captain of the 
Difcovery, and the reft of the lieutenants ob-» 
tained an addition of rank , in their proper order. 
Mr. Harvey, a midfhipman, who had been in 
the laft as well as the prefent voyage , was pro.% 
moted to th^ vacant lieutenancy *. 

Not long after Captain Cook's death, an event 
occurred in Europe, which had a particular relation 
to the voyage of our navigator, and which was' 
£0 honourable to himfelf , and to3 the great na- 
tion from whon) it proceeded, that it is no fmall 
pleafure to me to be able to lay the tranfadlion' 
fomewhat at large before my readers. What I' 
refer to is, the letter which was iflfued, on the 
nineteenth of March 1779, by Monfieur Sartinc, '2^aff?fc* 
fecretary of ^;he iparitie department at Paris , and 

* King's Voyage^ ubi fupra, p. 59 — ^4? <8 , 75 > 
77- So> 8^ 
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fcnt to all the coinmanders of French fhips. The 
refcript was as follows : " Captain Cook ^ who 
failed from Plymouth in July 1776, on board 
the Refolution, ,in company with the Difcovery, 
Captain Clerke, in order to make fome dit 
".coveries on the coafts, iflands and feas of Ja- 
pan and California, being on the point of re- 
turning to Europe; and fuch difcoveries being 
^^ of general utility to all nations, it is the King's 
pleafure, that Captain Cook (hall be treated 
as a commander of a neutral and allied power, 
and that all Captains of armed veffels , &c. 
who may meet that famous navigator, fhall 
make him acquainted with the King's orders 
^* on this behalf, but, at the fame time, let him 
^* know, that on his part he muft refrain fromi 
^' all hofljilities * " By the Marqyis of Con- 
dorcet we are inforn^d , that this meafure origin- 
ated in the liberal and enlightened mind of that 
excellent citizen and ftatefman , Monfieur Turgot. 
' When war," fays the Marquis, " was declar- 
^ ed between France and England , M, Turgot 
* faw how honourable it would be to the French 
nation that, the veffel of Captain Cook fliould 
be treated with refpedt at fea. He compofed 
a memorial , in which he proved , that honour, 
reafon, and even intereft, didated this aft of 
refpedl for humanity, and it was in confe- 
quence of this memorial , the author of which 
"was unknow'n during his life, that an ordep 



* Gentleman's Magazine , vol. xlix. p. 209. 
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was given not to treat as an enemy, the com- Chap. 

mon benefador of every European nation *." VII. 

Whilft great praife is due to Monfieur TurgOt 1779^ 
* for having fuggefted the adoption of a meafure 
•which hath contributed fo much to the reputation 
of the French government, it muft not be forgot- 
ten , that the firft thought of fuch a plan of con» > 
dudl was probably, owing to Dr. Benjamiri 
Franklin. ^ Thus much , at leaft , is certain , that 
this eminent philofopher , when ambaffador at 
Paris from the United States of America , pre- 
ceded the Court of France in iffuing a fimilar re- 
quifitipn ; ^ copy of which cannot fail of being 
acceptable to the reader. 

^ Ta all Captains and Commanders of armed 
" Ships, adling by Commiffion from the Con- 
^^ grefs of the United States of America, now in 
" war with Gr^at Britain. , 

^^ Gentlemen, , 

^^ A ffaip having been fitted out from Eng-' 
^* land before the commencement of this war^ 
^^ to make difcoveries of new countries in un^ 
" known feas, under the condud of that moft 
^V celebrated navigator and diicoverer, Captain 
^^ Cook; an undertaking truly laudable in itfelf, 
" as the increafe of geographical knowledge faci- 
^' litates the commiinication between diftant na* 

"^ Condorcet's Life of M, Turgot, p, 25 j , Jlnglifli 
tranflation. 
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" tions , in the exchange of ufeful produds and 
^^ manufactures, and the extenfion of arts, where- 
^' by the common enjoyments of human life 
^' are multiplied and augmented, and fcience of 
^^ othef kinds encreafed , to the benefit of man- 
^' kind in general — This is therefore mod ear- 
" neftly to recommend to every one of you, 
•* that in cafe the faid fhip , which is now ex- 
^ pe<3:ed to be foon in the European feas on 
^ her return , fhould happen to fall into your 
*' hands , you would not confider her as an 
^^ enemy, nor fuifer any plunder to be made of 
" the effeds contained in her, nor obftrudl her 
immediate return to England , by detaining 
her ^ or fending her into any other part of Eu» 
^^ rope ,"or to America; but that you would treat 
^' the faid Captain Cook and his people with all 
^ civility and kindnefs, affording them, as copi- 
* mon friends to mankind, all the aflfiftance in 
^* your power, which they may happen to ftandin 
^* need of. In fo doing , you will not only 
^ gratify the generofity of your own difpofitions, 
^' but there is no doubt of your obtaining the 
^^ approbation of the Congrefs , and your other 
5 American owners. I have the honour to be , 

^' Gentlemen , 

^^Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

*^B» Franklin, 

^^ Minifter Plenipotentiary froni 

" the Congrefs of the United 

*' States, at the Court bf 

5' France. ". 



*• At Pafly, near Pa- 
" ris , this i oth day 
** of March 1779. 
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It is obfervable , that as Dr. Franklin aded Chap, 
on his own authority, he could only earnejily VII, 
reccmmend to the Commanders of American armed 1779* 
vefTels not to confider Captaitt Cook as aii enemy; 
arid it is fomewhat remarkable , that he mentions 
no more than one Ihip ; Captain Clerke not being 
noticed in the requifition. In the confidence 
•which the Dodtor expieffed , with refpedl to the 
approbation of Congrefs , he happened to b^ 
miftaken. As the members of that affembly , at 
leaft with regard to the greater part of them ^ 
were not poffeffed of minds equally enlightened 
with that of their ambaffador, he was not fup- 
ported by his mafters in this noble ad of hu-. 
manity, of love to fcience, and of liberal policy. 
The orders he had given were inftantly reverfed ; 
and it was direded by Congrefs , that efpecial 
care {hould be taken to feize Captafn Cook , if 
an opportunity of doing it occurred. All this 
proceeded from a falfe notion that it would be 
injurious to the United States for the Englilh 
to obtain a knowledge of the oppofite coaft of 
America. 

The condud of the court of Spain was regu- 
lated by fimilar principles of jealoufy. It was ap-' 
prehended by. that courts that there was reafon 
to be cautious of glanting, too eafily , aa indul- 
gence to Captain Cook; fmce it was not certain 
what mifchiefs might enfue to the Spaniards from 
a northern paflage to their American dominions. 
M. de Belluga , a Spanilh gentleman and officer, 
of a liberal and pbilofophical turn of mind , and 
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Chap, who was a member of the Royal Society of L<^ri- 

VII. don , endeavoured to prevail upon the Count of 

J779. Florida Blanca , and M. d'Almodavar, to grant 

an order of protedion to the Refolution and 

Difcovery; and he flattered hi mfelf, that the minit 

ters of the King of Spain would be prevailed 

upon to prefer the caufe of fcience to the partial 

views of intereft: but the Spanifh'^ Government 

^ was not capable of rifmg to fo enlarged and mag* 

nanimous apian of policy. To the French nation 

alone , therefore , was referved the honour of 

letting an example of wifdom and humanity ^ 

which i I truft , will not , hereafter , be fo uncora- 

mon in the hiftory of mankind *. 

The progrefs of the voyage , after the deceafc 
of Captain Cook , doth not fall within the defiga 
of the prefent narrative. It ,mufl; be fufficient^ 
therefore, barely to mention ^ that the Sandwich 

* For the materials from which the preceding adcount 
is dralvn up, I am indebted to Sir Jofeph Banks. Sir 
Jofeph and Mr. Stephens have been at conliderable pains 
to obtain , by application to the Duke of Dotfet , an au- 
thentic copy of the proteftion granted by the court of 
France to Captain Cook's Ihips. If it fhould arrive in time , 
it will be inferted at the end of the volume. 

i fhall here add, that as foon as Captain Gdre was in- 
formed of the order of the French Government ( an ac- 
count of which he received at Canton ) he thought him- 
feif bound , in return for the liberal exceptions made iri 
favour of our navigators , to refrain from laying hdld of 
any opportunities of capture that might chance to occur , 
and to preferve, throughout his voyage , theftri^ft nctt- 
trality. King's Voyage, p. 448- 
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Iflands were farther explored , and a large addi- Chap. 

tion of whatever relates to the knowledge of VI f. 

their produdlions and inhabitants obtained; that 1779. ' 

Kamtfchatka was vifited , and a very friendly inter- 

courfe maintained with the Ruffian officers, of 

that country ; that our navigators experienced 

the moft generous and hofpitable treatment •from 

Major Behm in particular, the Commander of 

the garrifon at Bolcharetflc; that they proceeded 

to the north, in purfuit of the grand objedl of 

the expedition ; that , having paffed through 

Beering'sStraihgt, and attained tofomethingmorc 

than fixty-nioe degrees and a half of northern 

latitude , they found it abfolutely impaffible to 

penetrate through the ice^ either on the fide of 

America or on the fide of Afia; that every hope 

being excluded of accomplifhing this way a paffagc 

into the Atlantic ocean. Captain Clerke was 

obliged to come to the determination, of failing 

back to the fouthward ; that on the twenty- 

fecond of Auguft, ( 1779) being lefs than a month 

after this determination, the Captain died of a 

confumption * ; that Captain Gore fucceeded to 

* Captain Clerke departed this life in the thirty -eighth 
year of his age. He was brought up to the navy from hi» 
earlieft youth , and had been in feveral actions during the 
war which began in 17^6. In the adiion between tiieBel- 
lona and the Courageux , being fiationed in the mizen-top, 
he was carried overboard with the maft; but was taken 
up without having received any hurt. He was a midfhipman 
^ the Dolphin, commanded by Captain Biron, in a voyage 
round the world; after which he ferved on die American 
iUtion. la 1768 , he made hi$ fecond voyage round the 
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C H A P. the command of the Refolution , and LieutetJailt 
VII. King to that of the Difcovery ; 'that a fecond 
1*79' yifit was pTaid to Kamtfchatka , by which a fatther 
acquaintance was gained with that part of the 
world; that no fmall acceflion of information was 
acquired with refped' to geographical fcience ia 
general ; that our voyagers purfued their courfe 
by thecoafts of Japan and China; that they made 
fome ftay at Canton ; that thence they proceed-- 
ed to the Cape of Good Hope; that they came to 
an anchor at Stromnefs , on the twenty-fecond of 



\t^orld , In the Endeavout , as maftef's mate ; and , iii 
confequence of the death of Mir. Hicks , which happened 
on the twenty-third of May , 1771 j he returned home a 
lieutenant. His third circum-navigation of the globe was in 
the Refolution , of which he was appointed the fecond 
lieutenant ; and he continued in tliat fituation till his return 
ili 177 s ? fooi^ ^ftcf which he was promoted to the rank 
of mailer and commander. In What capacity he failed 
with Captain Cook in this laft expedition , need not be 
•added. The confumption of which Captain Clerke died , 
had evidently commenced before he left England , and he 
lingered under it during, the whole voyage. Though his 
very gradual decay had long made him a melancholy objed 
to his friends , neverthelefs , they derived fome confolation 
from the equanimity with which he bore his diforder , 
from- the conftant flow of good fpirits maintained by him 
to hjs lateft hour , and from his fubmitting to his ftrte with 
chearfujr refignation. It was, however, impollible, fays 
Julr. King^ ''' not to feel a more than common degree of 
companion for a perfon , whofe life had been a conti- 
nued fcene of thofe difficulties and hardfhips , to which 
a feaman's occupation is fubjed', and under which he 
at.laft funk,/' King's Voyage, p. 280, 281. 

MAy, 
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May, 1780; that both, fliips arrived fafe at the C h a 1*. 
Nore , on the fourth of Odobcr, after an abfence VII. 
of four years, two months, and twenty-two 1779. 
days; that, during the whole of the undertaking, ,^-?o. 
the Refolution loft only five men by ficknefs, 22 May. 
three of whom were in a precarious ftate of 40ft. 
health at their departure from EngUnd , while 
the Difcovery did not lofe a fingle man ; and 
that the hiftory of the voyage, from the time in 
^vhicH Captain Cook's journal ends , was written 
with great ability by Mr. King. With concern I 
add , that , by the deceufe of Captain King, who 
died at Nice, in Italy, in the year 1784, this 
country fuftained another lofs of an able and 
fcientific commander and navigator, who hath 
left a memorial of his talents andfervices, which 
has honourably united his name with that of the 
immortal Cook *. 

* A farther account of Captain King will be found in 
the Appendix, N' J. 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 



CharaSer of Captain Cook. -^ EffeSs of his Voyages. -^ 
Tcjiimonies of Applaufc. — Commemorations of his 
Services. — . Regard paid to his Family. — Con* 
clujion. 

Chap. Jt ROM the relation that has been given of j 
VIII. Captain Cook's courfe of life , and of the import- 
iant events in which he was engaged , my readers 
cannot be ftrangers to his general charadler. This, 
therefore, might be left to be colleded from his 
adions, which are the beft exhibitions of the 
great qualities of his mind. But, perhaps, \vere 
1 not to endeavour to afford a fummary view^ ol 
}iim in thefe refpeds, I might be thought to fail 
in that duty which 1 owe to the public on the 
prefent occafion. i 

It cannot , I think , be denied , that genius be- 
longed to Captain Cook in an eminent degree. 
By genius I do not here underftand imagination 
merely , or that power of culling the flowers of 
fancy which poetry delights in ; but an inventive 
mind; a mind full of refources; and which, by 
its own native vigour, can fuggeft noble objeds 
of purfuit , and the mod effedual methods of j 
attaining them. This faculty was pdffeffed by our 
navigator in its full energy , as is evident from 
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the uncommon fagacity and penetration which Chap. 
he difcovered in a vaft variety of critical and diffi- Vlll. 
cult fituations. 

To genius Captain Cook added application , 
>vithout which nothing very valuable or perma- 
nent tan be accomplifhed , even by the brighteft 
capacity. For an unremitting attention to what- 
ever related to his profeflion , he was diftinguilhed 
in early life. In every affair that was undertaken 
by him, his afliduity was without interruption , and 
without abatement. Wherever he came , he fuf- 
fered nothing which was fit for a feaman to know 
or to pradlife , to pafs unnoticed , or to efcape 
his diligence. 

The genius and application of Captain Cook were 
followed by a large extent of knowledge ; a know- 
ledge which , befides a confummate acquaintance 
with navigation , comprehended a number of other 
fciences. In this refpedl, the ardour of his mind 
rofe above the disadvantages of a very confined 
education. His progrefs in the different branches 
of the mathematics, and particularly in aftronomy, 
became fo eminent, that, at length , he was able 
to take the lead in making the neceffary obferv- 
jitions of this kind , in the courfe of his voyages. 
He attained , likewife , to fuch a degree of pro- 
ficiency in general learning , and the art of com- 
pofition, as to be able to exprefs himfclf with a 
manly clearnefs and propriety , and to become 
rfefpedlable as the narrator, as well as the per- 
former , of great adions. 

Another thing , ftrikingly confpicuous in Cap- 

T z 
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Chap, tain Cook , was the perfevcranct with -which 
Vlll. he piirfued thtf noble objedls to which his life 
was devoted* This , indeed , was a moft diftin* 
guifhed feature in his charadler : in this he 
fcarcely ever had an equal , and never a fuperion 
Nothing could divert him from the points he 
aimed at ; and he perfifted in the profecution of 
them , through difficulties and obftrudions which 
would have deterred minds of very confidcrablc 
ftrength and firmnefs. 

What enabled him to perfcvere in. all his mighty 
lmdertakin9:s , was the invincible fortitude of his 
fpirit. Of this, inftances without' number occur 
in the accounts of his expeditions ; two of \yhich 
I jGhall take the liberty of recalling to the atten- 
tion of my readers. The fiffl: is^ the undaunted 
• magnanimity with which he profecuted his dit 
coveries along the whole fouth-eaft coaft of New 
Holland. Surrounded as he was with the greateft 
poffible dangers, arifing from the perpetual fuc- 
ceflion of rocks, (hoals, and breakers, and having 
a fhip that was almoft fhaken to pieces by repeat-" 
ed perils , his vigorous mind had a regard to 
nothing but what he thought was required of 
him by his duty to the public. It will not be 
eafy to find , in the hiftory of navigation , a 
parallel example of courageous exertion. The 
other circumftance I would refer to is the bold- 
nefs with which, in his fecond voyage, after 
he left the Cape of Good Hope , he puflied 
forwards into unknown feas , and penetrated 
tthrough innvimerable mountains and iflands ** of 
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ice , in the fearcli of a fouthern continent. It Chap, 
%vas like launching into chaos : all was obfcurity, YllU 
all was darknefs before him ; and no event can 
be compared with it, excepting the failing of 
IVIagelhaens , from the ftraights which bear his 
name , into the Pacific Ocean *. 

The fortitude of Captain Cook , being found* 
cd upon reafon, and not upon inftindl:, was not 
an impetuous valour , but accompanied with 
compkat felf-poffefEon. He was mafter of himfelf 
on every trying occafion , and feemed to be the 
niore calm and colledled , the greater was the 
exigence of the cafe. In the moft perilous fituati- 
ons , when our Commander had given the pro- 
per dire<3:ions concerning what was to be done 
while he went to reft, he could fleep, during 
the hours he had allotted to himfelf, with perfedl 
compofure and foundnefs t. Nothing could be a 
furer indication of an elevated' mind ; of a mind 
that was entirely fatisfied with itfelf/ and with, 
the meafures it had taken. 

To all thefe great qualities. Captain Cook 
added the moft amiable virtues. That it was 
impoffible for any one to excel him in humanity^ 
is apparent from his treatment of his men through 
all his voyages, and from his behaviour to the 
natives of the countries which were aifcovered 
by him. The health, the convenience ^ and, a& 



* For the two remarks above mentioned, I am ipidebtcd 
to Mr. Hodges. 

t From tho. information of Captain Dudefton. 
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Chap, far as it could be admitted , the enjoyment of the 
VIII, feamen , were the conftant objedls of his atten- 
tion ; and he was anxioufly folicitbiis to meliorate 
the condition of the inhabitants of the feveral 
iflands and places which he vifited. Wiih regard 
to their thieveries, he candidly apologized for, 
and overlooked, many offences which others 
w^ould have Iharply piinifhed ; and when he was 
laid under an indifpenfable neceffity of proceeding 
to any acfls of feverity, he never exerted them 
without feeling much reluctance and concern. 

In the private relations of life. Captain Cook 
was entitled to high commendation. He was excel- 
lent as a hufband and a father, and fmcere and 
fteady in his friendfhips : and to this it may be 
added, that he poffeffed that general fobriety and 
virtue of charader , which will always be found to 
conftitute the beft fecurity and ornament of every 
other moral cjualification. 

With the greateft benevolence and humanity of 
difpofition , Captain Cook was occafionally fubjed 
to a haftinefs of temper. This , which has been 
exaggerated by the few (and they are indeed few) 
who are unfavourable to his memory, is acknow- 
ledged by his friends. It is mentioned both by Cap- 
tain King and Mr. Samwell , in their delineations of 
his charader. Mr. Hayley, in one of his poems, 
calls him the mild Cook; but, perhaps, that is not 
the happieft epithet which could have been applied 
to him. Mere mildnefs can fcarcely be confidered 
as the moft prominent and diftindive feature in the 
mind of a man , ^vhofe powers of underftanding 
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and of aftion were fo ftrong and elevated, who C H a F, 
had fuch immenfe difficulties to ftruggle with, VIII. 
and who muft frequently have been called to the 
firnaeft exertions of authority and command. 

Laftly , Captain Cook was diftinguifhed by a 
property which is almoft univerfally the concomi- 
tant of truly great men, and that is, a fimplicity 
of manners. In converfation he was unaffedted and 
nnaffuming ; rather backward in pufliing (Jifcourfe ; 
but obliging and communicative in' his anfwers 
to thofe who addrefled him for the purpofes of ^ 

information. It was not poflible that , in a mind 
conftituted like his , • fuch a paltry quality as 
vanity coqld find an exiftence. 

In this imperfedl delineation of Captain Cook's 
charafter, I havefpoken of him in a manner which 
is fuHy juftified by the whole courfe of his life 
and aftions, and which is perfedly agreeable to 
the fentiments of thofe who were the moft nearly 
connedled with him in the habits of intimacy and 
friendfhip. The pidlures which fome of them have 
drawn of him , though they have already been pre- 
fented to the public, cannot here with propriety 
be omitted. — Captain King has expreffed himfelf 
concerning htm in the following terms. " The 
^ conftitution of his body was robuft , inured to 
^' labour, and capable pf under^going the fevereft 
" hardfhips. His ftomach bore , without difficulty, 
^^ the coarfeft and moft ungrateful food; — Great 
" was the indifference with which he fubmitted 
'« to every kind of felf-denial. The qualities of 

T4 
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Chap. ^' his mind were of the fame hardy , vigorous 
VIII, ^ kind with thofe of bis body. His underftanding 
" was ftrong and perfpicacious. His judgment , in 
" whatever related to the fervices he was engaged 
" in, quick and fure. His defigns were bold and 
^' manly ; and bo}:h in the conception , and in the 
" mode of execution, bore evident marks of a 
^* great original genius. His courage was cool and 
• ^^ determined , and accompanied with an admirable 
** prefence of mind in the moment of danger. His 
temper might perhaps have been juftly blamed, 
as fubjed to haftinefs and paflSon , had not thefe 
been difarmed by a difpofition the moft bene- 
^' volent and humane. 

" Such were the outlines of Captain Cook's 
*' -charader ; but its moft diftinguilliing feature 
^' Was that unremitting perfeverance in the piir- 
*' fuit of his objedl , which was not only fuperior 
^^ to the oppofition of dangers, and the preffure 
^ of hardfhips , but even exempt from the want of 
^^ ordinary relaxation. During the long and tedious 
^^ voyages in which he was engaged , his eager-. 
^^ nefs and adlivity were never in the leaft abated, 
** No incidental temptation could detain him for 
"a moment: even thofe intervals of recreation, 
*^ which fometimes unavoidably, occurred, and 
^' were looked for by us with a longing, that 
^' perfons , who have experienced the fatigues of 
^^ fervice, will readily excufe , were fubmitted to 
" by him with a certain impatience , whenever 
^^ they could not be employed in making a farther 
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^ provifion for the more cffedual profecution of C h ht. 
« his defigns *". VIIL 

^' The charader of Captain Cook, fays Mr. 
^ Samwell, will be beft exemplified by the fer- 
^' vices he has performed , which are univerfally 
" known , and have ranked his name above that 
" of any navigator of ancient or of modern times. 
^^ Nature had endowed him with a mind vigorous 
" and comprehenfive , which in his riper years he 
^* had cultivated with care and induftry. His ge- 
" neral knowledge was extenfive and various : in 
" that of his own profeflion he was unequalled. 
" With a clear judgment, ftrong mafculine fenfe, 
'* ahd the moft determined refolution ; with a 
^' genius peculiarly turned for enterprize , he pur- 
'^ fued his objedl with unfhaken perfeverance : — 
*^ vigilant and adlive in an eminent degree : — cool 
^^ and intrepid among dangers; patient and firm 
" tinder difficulties and diftrefs ; fertile in expedi- 
^^ ents; great -and original in all his defigns; adlive 
" and refolved in carrying them into execution, 
^' Thefe qualities rendered him the animating 
*' fpirit of the expedition : in every fituation , he 
" ftood unrivalled and alone; on him all eyes 
" were turned; he was our leading-ftar, which 
*^ at its fetting, left us involved in darknefs and 
" defpair, 

^' His conftitution was ftrong, his mode of liv- 

^^ ing temperate. He was a modeft man, and 

^^ rather bafliful ; of an agreeable lively converfa- 

* King's Voyage , p. 48 , ^9- 
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Chap. ^' tion, fenfible and intelligent. In his temper he 
VIIL " was fomewhat hafty , but of a difpofition the 
*' moft friendly, benevolent, and humane. His 
^' perfon was above fix feet high, and thoug^^h a 
good-looking man, he was plain both m addrels 
and appearance. His head was fmall ; his hair, 
" which was a dark brown , he wore tied behind. 
^' His face was full of expreffion ; his nofe ex- 
^' ceedingly well fhaped; his eyes, which w^ere. 
^' fmall and of a brown caft, were quick and 
^* piercing ; his eye-brows prominent , which 
" gave his countenance altogether an air of auf- 
** terity. 

^' He was beloved by his people , who looked 
^ up to him as to a father, and obeyed hiscom- 
^* mands with alacrity. The confidence we placed 
^ in him was unremitting ; our admiration of his 
" great talents unbounded; our eft:cem for his 

^' good qualities afFedlionate .and fincere. 

^' He was remarkably diftinguifhed for the ac- 

^' tivity of his mind : it was that which enabled 

'' Ipim to pay an unwearied attention to every ob- 

^ je<i of the fervice. The ftrid oeconomy he ob- 

" ferved in the expenditure of the fhip's ftores , 

and the unremitting care he employed for the 

prefervation of the health of his people-, were 

the caufes that enabled him to profecute difco- 

** veries in remote parts of the globe, for fuch a 

length of time as had been deemed impradlicable 

by former navigators. The method he difcover- 

^' ed for preferving the health of feamen in long 

*' voyages , will tranf oxit his name to poftcrity as 
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'•' the friend and benefador of mankind: the fuc- Chap, 
*' cefs which attended it, afforded this truly great VIII. 
*' man more fatisfadlion , than the diftinguifhed 
*' fame that attended his difcoveries. 

" England has been unanimous in her tribute of 
applaufe to his virtues, and all Europe has 
borne teftimony to his merit. There is hardly a 
corner of the earth , however remote and fa- 
" vage, that will not long remember his benevo- 
" lenceand humanity., The grateful Indian, in time 
" to come , pointing to the herds grazing his fertile 
plains, will relate to his children how the firft 
ftock of them was introduced into the country; 
" and the name of Cook will be remembered a- 
" mong thofe benign fpirits , whom they worfhip 
** as the fource of every good , and the fountain 
" of every bleffing*." 

At the conclufion of the Introdudtion to the 
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, is an eulogium on 
Captain Cook , drawn up by one of his own pro- 
feflion , of whom it is foid, that he is not more 
difbinguifhed by the elevation of rank, than by 
the dignity of private virtues f. Though this ex- 
cellent eulogium muft be known to many, and 
perhaps to mod, of my readers, they will not be 
difpleafed at having the greater part of it brought 
to their recolledlion. 

Captain James Cook "pofTefTed," fays the 

* Some particulars concerning the life and charader 
•f Captain Cook, annexed to the narrative of his death ^ 

f Introdudlion , p. Ixxxv. 
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Chap, writer, " in an eminent degree, all the^qualifi ca-* 
Vlli. * " tions requifite for bis profeffion and great under* 

takings; together with the anaiable and worthy 

qualities of the beft men. 

Cool and deliberate in judging : fagacious in 

determining :" adlivp in executing : fteady and 
" perfevering in enterprizing from vigilance and 

unremitting caution: unfubdued by labour , 

difficulties, and difappointments : fertile in ex- 
*' pedients : never wanting prefence of mind : al- 
ways ppfleffing himfelf , and 5;he fuU ufc of ai 

found underftanding. 

JVlild,juft, but exadlin difcipline : he was a 
** father to his people, who were attached to him 

from affedlion , and obedient from confidence. 
His knowledge, his experience, his fagacity, 
" rendered him fo entirely matter of his fubjeft, 

that the greateft obftacles were furraounted, 
" and the moft dangerous navigations became eafy, 
" and almoft fafe, under his diredion, 

^' By his benevolent and unabating attention 
^* to the welfare of his fhip's company, he difco^ 
^' vered and introduced a fyftem for the prefer- 
" vation of the health of feamen in long voyages, 
"which has proved wonderfully efficacious. 

" The death of this eminent and valuable man 
" was a lofs to mankind in general; and particu- 
" larly to be deplored by every nation that 
" refpedls ufeful accomplifhments , that honours 
" fcience, and loves the benevolent amj amiable 
S^ affedlions of the heart. It is {iill more to be 
« deplored by this country j which may juftly 
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^* boaft of having produced a man hitherto unc- Chap. 
quailed for nautical talents; ^nd that forrow VIIL 
is farther aggravated by the refledlion, that his 
" country was deprived of this ornament by the 
^' enmity of a people , from Avhom , indeed , ic 
^^ might have been dreaded , but from whom it 
" was not deferved. For, aftuated always by 
^' the moft attentive care and tender compafliori 
^ for the favages in general^ this excellent maa 
^' was ever afliduoufly endeavouring , by kind 
^* treatment, to diflipate their fears, and court 
*' their friendfhip; overlooking their thefts and 
^ treacheries , and frequently mterpofmg , at the 
^ hazard of his life, to proted them from thcv 
*' iudden refentment of his Own injured people.-— 
" Traveller ! contemplate , admire , revere , 
^ and emulate this great mafter in his profelfion ; 
^ whofe (kill and labours have enlarged natural 
^ philofophy; have extended nautical fcience; 
^ and have difclofed the long* concealed and 
^' admirable arrangements of the .Almighty in the 
^ formation of this globe, and^ at the fame time, 
^ the arrogance of mortals , in prefuming to 
•* account, by their fpeculations , for the laws 
^ by which he was pleafed to create it. It is 
* now difcovered, beyond all doubt, that the 
" fame great Being who created the univerfe by 
**. his Jiat^ by the farife ordained our earth to keep 
^ a juft poife, without a correfponding fouthcra 
" continent, and it does fo. He Jiretches out the' 
^•' north over the tmpty place ^ and hangcth the earth 
^ upon nothing. Job xxvi. 7. 
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Chap. " K the arduous but exadl refearches of this 
.VIlL ^' extraordinary man have not difcovered a ne\^ 
^' world, they have difcovered feas unnavigated 
" and unknown before. They have made u» 
" acquainted with iflands , people, and produ<5li- 
" ons of which we had no conception. And if 

* he has not been fo fortunate as Americus , to 
" give his name to a continent, his pretenfions to 
" fuch a diftindion remain unrivalled ; and he will 
« be revered while there remains a page of his 
^* own modcft account of his voyages , and 
" as long as mariners and geographers fhall be 

< ^ inftrudled , by his new map of the fouthern 
^' hemifphere , to trace the various courfes and 
^ difcoveries he has m^de. 

'' If public fervices merit public acknowledg- 

* ments; if the man who adorned and raifed the 
** fame of his country is defervmg of honours, 
" then Captain Cook deferves to have a monu- 
^ ment raifed to his memory, by a generous and 
5' grateful nation. 

*' Virtutis uberrimum alimentum eft honos. 

" Val. Maximus , lib. ii. cap. 6 *. ** 

The laft charadler I fhall here infert of Captain 
Cook, comes from a learned writer, who, in 
confequence of fome difagreements which arc 
underftood to have fubfifted between him and 
our great navigator, cannot be fufpedled of intend- 
ing to celebrate him in the language of flattery. 

* Introdudion to the Voyage to the* Pacific Ocean , p. 
Ixxxvi. — Ixxxix; 
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X)r. Reinhold Forfter, having given a fhort ac- C H A It. 
count of the Captain's death , adds as follows : vm. 
Thus fell this truly glorious and juftly admired 
navigator. —If we confider his extreme abilities, 
both natural and acquired, the firmnefs and con- 
ftancy of his mind, his truly paternal care for 
the crew entrufted to him , the amiable manner 
with which he knew how to gain the friendlhip 
of all the favage and uncultivated nations , and 
" even his condud; towards his friends and ac- 
quaintance, we muft acknowledge -him to have 
been one of the greateft men of his age , and 
that reafon juftifies . the tear which fricndfhip 
pays to his memory *." After fuch an encomium 
on Captain Cook, lefs regard may juHIy be paid ^ 
to the deductions from it, which are added by 
Dr. Forfter. What he hath faid concerning the 
Captain's temper, feems to have received a tindlure 
of exaggeration , from prejudice and perforial ani- 
mofity; and the Dodor's infmuation, that our 
navigator obftruded Lieutenant PickerfgilFs pro- 
motion , is , I have good reafon to believe , wholly 
groundlefs. 1 here is another error which muft 
not pafs unnoticed. Dr. Forfter puts in his caveat 
againft giving the name of Cook's Straights to the 
Straights between Afia and America, difcovered 
by Beering". But if theDodorhad read the Voyage 
to the Pacific Ocean, publilhed by authority, he 
would have feen , that there was no defign of rob- 

* Forfter's Hiftory of the Voyages and Difcoveries made 
in the North , p. 404* 
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e n AT. bing Beerlng of the honour to which he was 
VIII. entitled. 

From a furvey of Captain Cook's charadler, 
it is natural to extend our refledlions to the effedls 
of the feveral expeditions in which he was enga- 
ged. Thefe , indeed , muft have largely appeared 
in the general Hiftory of his Life ; and they have 
finely been difplayed by Dr. Douglas (now Bifhop 
of Carlifle) in his admirable Introdudion to the 
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. Under the condudl 
of fo able a guide , I fhall fubjoin a fliort view of 
the fubjed. 

\ . It muft, however, be obferved, that, with 

regard to the three principal confequences of our 
great navigator's tranfadions , I haVe nothing far- 
ther to offer. Thefe are, his having difpelled the 
illufion of a Terra Aujiralis Incognita ; his demonftra- 
tion of the impradicability of a northern paffagc 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean ; and his 
having eftablifhed a fure method of preferving the 
health of feamen ' in the longeft voyages , and 
through every variety of latitude and climate. * 
Concerning each 'of thefe capital objeds, I have 
already fo fully fpoken, that it is not in my 
power to addto the inipreffion of their importance , 
and of Captain Cook's merits in relation to them , 
which I truft, is firmly fixed on the mind of 
every reader. 

It is juftly remarked, by the Bifhop of Carlifle 
that one great advantage accruing to the world 
from our late furveys of the globe, is, that they 
have confuted fanciful theories'^ top likely to giv^e 

birth 
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bifth to impradlicable undertakings. The ingenious Chap. 
reveries of fpeculative philofophers , which have YIII. 
fo long amufed the learned, and raifed the moft 
fanguine expedlations , ai'e now obliged to fubmit, 
perhaps with reludance , to the fober didates of 
truth and experience. Nor will it be only by difcour- 
aging future unprofitable fearches, that the late 
voyages will be of fervice to mankind , but alfo 
by leffening the dangers and diftreffes formerly ex- 
jjerienced in thofe feas which are within the adual 
line of commerce and navigation. From the Britilh 
difcoveries, rnany commercial improvements may 
be expected to arife in our own times : but, in- 
future ages, fuch improvements may be extended 
to a degree , of which , at prefent , we have no 
Conception. In the long chain of caufes and effedts, 
no one cm tell how widely and beneficially the 
mutual intercourfe of the various inhabitants of 
the earth may hereafter be carried on , in confe- 
(Juence of the means of facilitating it, which have 
been explored and pointed out by Captain Cook^ 
The irtterefts of fcience , as well as of com* 
itierce, ftand highly indebted to tl;iis illufi:rious 
navigator. That a knowledge of the globe oa 
which We live is a very defirable objeft , no one 
can call in queRion. This is an object which, 
while it is ardently purfued by the moft enlight- 
ened philofophers, is fought for with avidity, even 
by thofe whofe ftudies do not carry them beyond 
the loweft rudiments of learning. It need not be 
faid what gratification Captain Cook hath provi- 
ded for the world in this refpedl. Before the voya- 

V^OL. II. V 
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Chap. <ges of the prefent reign took place, nearly half 
VJII. the furface of the earth was hidden in obfcurity 
and confufion. From the difcoveries of our na- 
vigator , geography has affumed a new face, and 
become , in a great meafure, a new fcience ; hav- 
ing attained to fuch a completion, as to leave 
only fome lefs important parts of the globe to be 
explored by future voyagers ^. » 

Happily for the advancement* of knowledge , 
acquifitions cannot be obtained in any one branch, 
without leading to acquifitions in other branches, 
of equal, and pernaps of fupcrior confequence. 
New oceans cannot be traverfed , or new coun- 
tries vifitedj- without prefenting frefli objedls of 
fpeculation and enquiry, and carrying the prac- 
tice , as well as the theory ,. of philofophy , to a 
higher degree of perfedlion. Nautical afironomy^ 
in» particular, was in its infancy, when the late 
voyages were firft undertaken ^ but, during the 
profecution of them, and efpecially in Captain 
Cook's laft expedition , even many of the petty 
officers could obferve the diftance of the moon 
from the fun , or a ftar , the moft delicate of all 
obfervations , with fufficient accuracy. As for the 
officers of fuperior rank , they would have felt 
themfelves afbamed to have it thought that they 
did not know how to obferve for, and compute 
the time at fea; though fuch a thing had, a little 

, before, fcarcely been heard of among feamen, 

\ 

"^ Lieutenant Robert's admirable chart will kt this mat* 
ter in the fiiongeft light. 
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Kay, firft-rate pbilofopliers bad doubted thcpoffi- C H A t'. 
bility of- doing it with^the exadiids that could be ^^Vliii 
wiflied. It mtift, bowevef, be reracmbered, that 
a large Ihare of praife is due to the Board of Lon- 
gitude , for the proficiency of the gentleniea of 
the navy in taking obfervations at fea. In con-^ 
fequencc of the attention of that board to this 
important objeft , liberal rewards have been given 
to mathematicians for perfedling the lunar tables y 
and facilitating calculations ; and artifts have been 
amply encouraged in the conftrudion of infftrtt* 
ments and "Watches, much fnore accurately and 
compleatly adapted to the purpofcs of navigatiait 
than formerly exifted. 

It is needlefs td irfentidri what at (Jiiaiitity ojt 
additional information has be^en gained with refpecS' 
to the rife and times of the Solving of the tides;- 
the diredion aind force of currents at fea; and thd 
caufe and naturfe of the polarity of the needle, 
and the theofy ti its Variations. Natural fcnoW- 
Jedge has been increafed by experimerits on thef " 
effects of gravity in different and very diftant 
places : and , from Captain Cook's hafving pene- 
trated fo fatr into the Southern Oceto, it \s now 
afceftaincd , that the phaendnienon , usually called 
the Aurora Borcalis , is not peculiar to high norths 
em latitucfes y hi\t belong*? eqnalfy to all cold 
climates^y whether they be north or fouth* 

Amidft the different branches^ of fcience that 
lave been pfomoted by^ the late expeditions ^ 
there is none, perliaps, that ftands fo highly in- 
debted to tbem a$ the fcieace of botany. At leaft 

V a 
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Chap, twelve hundred new plants have been added to 
Vlll. the known fyftem; and large acceflionsbf intel- 
ligence have accrued with regard to every othcj: 
part of natural hiftory. This point has already 
been evinced by the writings of Dr. Sparrmann , 
of the two Forfters , Father and Son , and of IVTf . 
Pennant; and this point will illuftrioufly be ma- 
nifefted , when the great work of Sir Jofeph Banks 
fliall be accompliflied, and given to the world. 

It is not to the enlargement of natural know- 
ledge only, that the effeds arifing from Captain 
Cook's voyages are to be confined. Another im- 
portant objedl of ftudy has been openedby them; 
and that is , the ftudy of human nature , in fitua- 
tions various, interefting, and uncommon. The 
iflands vifited in the Centre of the South Pacific 
Ocean, and the principal fccnes of the operations 
of our difcoverers, were untrodden ground. As 
the inhabitants , fo far as eould be obferved, had 
continued, from their original fettlement, unmixed 
with any different tribe ; as they had been left en- 
tirely to their orsvn powers for every art of life, 
and to their own remote traditions for every poli- 
tical or religious cuftoni or inftitution; as they 
were uninformed byfcience, and unimproved by 
education , they could not but afford many fub- 
jedls of fpeculation to an inquifitive and philofo- 
phical mind. Hence may be coUedled a variety 
^f important fadls with refped to the ftate of 

. , Iran; with refped to his attainments and defi- 

ciencies, his virtues and vices, his employments 
. and diverfions, his feelings, manners, and cuftoms. 
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in a c«tain period of fociety. Even the curio- C h a ?. 
fities which have been brought from the difcover* VIH. 
ed ifl^nds , and which enrich the Britifh Mufeum, 
and the late Sir Afhton Lever's (now Mr. Parkia- 
fon's) repoGtory, m?iy be confidered as a valuable 
^cquifition to this country ; as fupplying no fmall 
fund of information and entertainmient 

Few enquiries are more interefting than thofe 
^vhich relate to the migrations of the various fa- 
tnilies or tribes that have peopled the earth. It was 
known. in general, that the Afiatic nation, called 
Malayans J poffeffed, in former times, much the 
greateft trade in the Indies ; and that they fre- 
quented, with their merchant fhips, not only all 
the coafts of Afia, but ventured over even, to 
the coafts of Africa , and particularly to the great 
ifland of Madagafcar. But that, from Madagafcar 
to the Marquefas and Eafter Iflaxid, that is, 
nearly from the eaft fide of Africa » till we ap- 
proach towards the weft fide of America, a fpace 
including above half the circumference oit the 
globe, the fame nation of the Oriental world fliould 
have made their fettlements, and founded colonies 
throughout almoft every intermediate ftage of this 
immenfe tradl, in iflands at amazing diftances from 
the mother continent ^ and the natives of which 
were ignorant of each other's exiftence; is an ^ 
hiftoricalfad, that, before Captain Cook's voyages, 
could be but very imperfectly known. He it is 
who hath difcovered a Vaft number of new fpots 
of land, lurking in the bofom of the South Pacific 
Ocean ^ all die inhabitants of which difplay ftrik* 
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Q n AT. ing evidences? of their having derived their defccnt 
• VIII, from one common Afiatic original. Nor is this 
'apparent folely from a fimilarity of cuftoms and 
inftitiations , but is eftabliflied by a proof which 
conveys irrefiflibje convidlion to the mind , and 
that is, the affinity of Iangua€;e. The colledlions 
' that have been made of the words which are ufed 
in the widely-diffufed iflands and counties that 
have lately- been vifited, cannot fail, in the hands 
of fuch men as a Bryant and a Marfden, to throw 
jnuch light on the origin of nations, and thepeOf 
pling of the globe. From Mr. Marfden , in par- 
ticular, who has devoted his attention, time, and 
ftudy to this curious fubjed, the literary w^orJd 
may hereafter exped to be highly inftruded and 
entertained. '' 

There is another family of the earth , concern- 
ing which nevv information has been derivec( 
from the voyages of our Britifh navigators. That 
the Efquimaux , who h^d hitherto only been 
found feated on the coafts of Labrador and 
Hudfon's Bay, agreed with the Greenlanders in 
every circumftance of cuftoms, manners, and 
language, which could demonftrate an original 
Identity of nation , had already been afcertain- 
ed. But that the fame tribe now adually inhabit 
the iflands and coafts on the weft fide of North 
America, bppolite Kamtfchatka, was a difcovery, 
the completion of which was referved for Cap- 
tain Cook. In his narrative it will be feen that 
thcfe people have extended their migrations to 
Norton Sound, OonalajDbka, and Prince Willi- 
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am*5 Sound ; that is , to nearly the diftance of Chap. 
fifteen hundred leagues from their ftations in VlII. 
Greenland , and the coaft of Labrador. Nor does 
this curious fadl reft merely on the evidence 
iarifmg 'from fimilitude bf manners : for it ftands 
confirmed by a table of words, exhibiting fuch an 
affinity of language as will remove every doubt 
from the mind of the moft fcrupulous enquirer. 

Other queftions there are, of a very important 
nature , the folution of which will now be ren- 
dered more eafy than hath heretofore been ap* 
prehended. From the full confirmation of the 
vicinity of the two continents of Afia and Ame- 
rica , it can no longer be reprefented as ridicu- 
lous to believe , that the former furnilhcd inhabit- 
ants to the latter. By the fads recently- difeo- 
vcred , a credibility is added to the Mofaic ac- 
count of the peopling of the earth *. That ac- 
count will, I doubt not, ftand the teft of the 
iKioft learned and rigorous inVeftigation. Indeed, 
1 have long been convinced, after the clofeft 
meditation of which I am capable , that found 
philofophy and genuine revelation never militate 
againft each other. The rational friends of reli- 
gion are fo far from dreading the fpirit of ei.r 
quiry that they wifh'for nothing more than a 
candid, calm, and impartial examination of the 
fubjed , according to all the lights which the 

* Introduction to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean , p^. 
Ivi — Ixxv. 

• V4 
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Chap- improved reafon and the enlarged' fcience of 
ym. naan can afford. 

One great efFed of the voyages made under the 
condudl of Captain Cook , is their having ex- 
cited a zeal for fimilar undertakings. Other 
princes and other nations are engaged in expe- 
ditions of navigation and difcovery. By order 
of the French government, Meff. de la Peyroufe 
and de Langle failed from Breft, in Auguft, 
J785, in the frigates Bouffole and Aftrolabe, 
on an enterprize, the exprcfs purpofe of which 
was the improvement of geography , aftronomy ,' 
natural hiftory, and philofophy, and to colled 
accounts of cuftoms and manners. For the more 
efFedual profecution of the defign , feveral gentle- 
men were appointcsd to go out upon the voyage , 
who were known ^o excel in different depart* 
xnents of fcience and literature. M. Dagelet 
went as afti^onomer ; M. de la Martiniere , P. 
Recevour, and M. de la Frefne, as naturalifts; 
and the Chevalier de Lamanon, and M. Monges, 
Junior, as natural philofophers. The officers of 
the Bouffole were men of the beft information, 
and the firmed refolution; and the crew con- 
tained a number of artificers , in various kinds of 
mechanic employments. Marine watches , and 
other • inftruments , were provided ; and M. 
Dagelet was particularly diredled to make obfer- 
- vations with M. Condamine's invariable pen* 
dulum, to determine the dift<^rences in gravity, 
and to afcertain the true proportion of the equa^ 
torial to the polar diameter of the earth. From 
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fome accounts which have already been received Chap. 
of thefe voyagers, it appears, that they have . VIII. 
explored the coaft of California; have adjufted 
the fituation of more than fifty places, almofl; 
wholly unknown; and have vifited Owhyhee, 
and the reft of the Sandwich iflands ^. Whea 
fhe expedition fliall be completed, the whole 
refult of it will doubtlefs be laid before the public. 

Although Captain Cook has made fuch vaft dif- 
coveries in the Northern Ocean, on and betweea 
the e^ft of Afia and the weft coaft of America, 
IVIr. Cpxe has well Ihewn that there is ftill roon^ 
for a farther- inveftigation of that part of the 
world. Accordingly, the objedl has been taken 
up by the Emprefsof RuflGa, who has committed 
the condudl of the enterprize to Captain Billings, 
an Englifhman in her Majcfty's fervice. As Cap- 
tain Billings was with Captain Cook in his laft 
voyage^ he may reafonably be fuppofed to be 
properly qualified for the bufuiefs he has under* 
taken. The defign, with the execution of which 
he is ^ntruft^ed , appears to be very extenfive 
and important; and, if it fliould be crowned with 
fucccfs, cannot fail of making confiderable ad- 
ditions to the knowledge of geography and 
navigation f* 

There is one event at home , which has evid- 
ently refulted from Captain Cook's difcoveries , 

* Critical Review, for April, 1788, p. 299 — J02. 

t CJoxe's Comparative View of the Ruffian Difcoveries , 
p. ^7 — JO* 
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G H A p. and which, therefore, muft not be omitted. 
VIII, What I refer to, is the fettlement at Botany 
Bay. With the general policy of this meafure 
the prefent narrative has not any concern. The 
plan, I doubt not, has been adopted with the 
beft intentions, after the matureft deliberation, 
and perhaps with confummate wifdom. One 
evident advantage arifing from it is, that it %vill 
cffedlually prevent a number of unhappy wretch- 
es from returning to their former fcenes of 
) temptation and guilt, and may open to them 

the means of induftrious fubfiftence , and moral 
reformation. If it be wifely and prudently be- 
gun and condudled, who can tell what beneficial 
confequences may fpring from it, in future ages? 
Immortal Rome is faid to have rifen from the 
Tefufe of mankind^ 

While we are confidering the advantages the 
difcoverers have derived from the late navigations, 
II queftion naturally occurs , which is , What be- 
nefits have hence accrued to the difcovered? It 
would be a fource of the higheft pleafure to be 
able to anfwer this queftion to compleat fatisfac^ 
tion. But it muft be acknowledged , that the 
fubjedl is not wholly free from doubts and 
difficulties ; and thefe doubts and difficulties 
might be enlarged upon, and exaggerated, by 
, an imagination which is rather difpofed to 
contemplate and reprefent the dark than the 
luminous afped of human affairs. In one refped, 
Mr. Samwell has endeavoured to (hew, that the 
flatives of the lately-explored parts of the world, 
and efpecially fo far as relates to the Sandwich 
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Iflands, were not injured by our people; and it C h a r« 
was the conftant folicitude and care of Captain VIH 
Cook , that evil might not be communicated 
in any one place to which he came. If he 
was univerfally fuccefsful , the good which , in 
various cafes, he was inftrumental in producing, 
will be refleded upon with the more peculiar 
fatisfadlion. ' 

There is an effential difference between the 
voyages that have lately been undertaken, and 
many which have been carried on in former times. 
None of my readers can be ignorant of the horrid 
cruelties that were txercifed by the conquerors 
of Mexico and Peru ; cruelties which can never 
be remembered, without blufhing for religion 
and human nature. But to undertake expeditions 
w^ith a defign of civilizing the world , and me- 
liorating its condition , is a noble objedl. The 
receffes of the globe were inveftigated by Cap- 
tain Cook, not to enlarge private dominion , but 
to promote general . knowledge ; the new tribes 
of the earth were vifited as friends ; and an acr 
quaintance with their cxiftence was fought for, 
in order to bring them within the pale of the 
offices of humanity, and to relieve the wants of 
their imperfedl ftate of fociety. Such were the 
benevolent views which our navigator was 
commiflioned by bis Majefty to carry into exe^ 
cution; and there is reafon to hope that they 
will not be wholly unfuccefsful. From the long- 
continued intercourfe with the natives of the 
Friendly, Society, and Sandwich Iftands, fome 
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Chap, rays of light muft have darted on their infant 
VIII. minds. The uncomrnon objects which have 
been prcfented to their obfervation , and excited 
their furprize, "will naturally tend to enlarge their 
ftock of ideas, and to furnifli new materials for 
the exercife of tKeir reafonable faculties. It is no 
foiall addition to their comforts of life , and their 
immediate enjoyments , that will be derived from 
the introduction of our ufeful animals and veg-et- 
ables ; and if the only benefit they fhould ever 
receive from the vifits of the Englifh , fhould be 
the having obtained frelh means of fubfiftence , 
that muft be confidered as a great acquifition * 
But may not our hopes be extended to ftill 
nobler objedls ? The connexion which has been 
opened with thefe remote inhabitants of the 
world, i% the firft ftep toward their improve- 
ment; and confequences may flow from it, 
which are far beyond our prefcnt conceptions. 
Perhaps , our late voyages may be the means 
appointed by Providence, of fpreading, in due 
time , the blefCngs of civilization among the 
numerous tribes of the South Pacific Ocean , and 
preparing them for holding an honourable rank 
among the nations of the earth. There cannot 
be a more laudable attempt, than that of endea- 
vouring to refcue millions of our fellow-creatures 
from that ft^ite of humiliation in which they 
now exift t* Nothing can more effentiall 

. * Introduction, ubi fupra, p. Ixxv, kxvi 
1^ t Ibjd. p. Ixxvii, 
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tribute to the attainment of this great end , than Chap. 
a wife and rational introdudlion of the Chriftian VIII. 
religion ; an introducflion of it in its genuine 
fimpliclty; as holding out the worfhip of one 
God, inculcating the pureft morality, and pro- 
mifing eternal life as the reward of obedience. 
Thefe are views of things which are adapted to 
'general comprehenfion , and calculated to pro- 
duce the nobleft efFe<fls. 

Confidering the eminent abilities difplayed by 
Captain Cook, and the mighty adlions performed 
by him , it is not furprizing that his memory 
fli9uld be held in the higheft eftimation , both at- 
home and abroad. Perhaps , indeed , greater 
honour is paid to his name abroad than at home. 
Foreigners , I am informed , look up to him 
-with an admiration which is not equalled in this 
country. * A remarkable proof of it occurs , in 
the eulogy of our navigator, by Michael Angelo 
Gianetti , which was read at the Royal Floren* 
tine Academy, on the ninth of June, 1785, and 
publifhed at Florence , in thfe fame year *. Not 
having feen it , I am deprived of the power of 
doing juftice to its merit. If I am not miftaken 
in my recolledion , one of the French literary 
academies has propofed a prize for the beft elo- 
gium on Captain Cook ; and there can be no 
doubt but that fevefal candidates will appear 
upon the occafion , and exert the whole force ^ 

of their eloquence on fo interefting a fubjed. 

* Monthly Review, vol. Ixxiii. p. 498. 
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Chap. To • the applaufes of oyr Navigator , which 
VIIL have already been inferted , I car^no't avoid adding: 
forae poetical teftimonies concerning him* The 
firft I fliall produce is from a foreign poet , IVF. 
TAbbede Lifle. This gentleman has concladed his 
poem, " Les Jardins" with an encomium on Cap- 
* tain Cook , of which the following lines are a 

trauflation. 



(( 



Give , give me flowers : with gaorlands of renoWrt 
• "** Thofe glorious exiles brows my hands fliall crown , 
" Who nobly fought on .diftant coafts to find ^ 
*' Or thither bore thofe arts that blefs mankind : 
" Thee chief, brave Cook , o'er whom , to nature dear ^ 
*' With Britain Gallia drops the pitying tear. 
" To foreign climes and rude , where nought before 
** Announced our reffels but their cannon's roa?:, 
" Far other gifts thy better mind decreed , 
" The ftieep , the heifer , and the ftately fteed ;• 
*' The plough, and all thy country's arts; thecrinfes 
" Attoning thus of earlier favage times. 
*' With peace each land thy bark was wont to hail ^ 
** And tears and bleffings filfd thy parting foil 
*' Receive n ftranger's praife, nor, Britain^ thou 
*' Forbid thefe wreaths to grace thy Hero's braw' ^ 
*' Nor fcorn the tribute of a foreign fong , 
*' For Virtue's fons to every land belong; 
•' And Ihall the Gallic Mufe difdain to pay 
^ ** The meed of worth , when Lewis leads the \tzy ? 

^^ But what avail'd y that twice thou dar'dll to try 
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** The froft-boun4 fea , and twice the burning fky , C H A. P. 

That by winds, waves, and every realm rever'd, VJII, 

Safe , only fafe , thy facred veflel fteer'd ;, 
That war for thee forgot its dire commands? 
• " The world's great friend , ah ! bleeds by favage hands * ^ 

There have not been wanting elegant writert 
of our own country, who have embraced with 
pleafure the opportunities that have offered of 
paying a tribute of praife to Captain took. The 
ingenious and amiable Mifs Hannah More has 
lately fejzed an occafion of celebrating the hu* 
mane intentions of the Captain's difcoverics. 

*' Had thofe advent'rous fpirits who explore 

" Thro' ocean's tracklefs waftes , the far-fought fhore, 

'* Whether of wealth infatiate , or of power , 

*' Conquerors who wafle , or ruffians who devour ; 

*' Had thefe poffefs'd , o Cook ! thy gentle mind , 

*' Thy love of arts , thy love of human-kind ; 

" Had thefe purfu'd thy mild and lib'ral plan , 

*' Discoverers had not been a curfe to man I 

*' Then , blefs'd Philanthropy ! thy focial hands 

*' Had lirik'd diflever'd worlds in brothers bands ; 

*' Carelefs , if colour , or Jf dime divide ; 

" Theniov'd, and loving, man had liv'd, and diedf**' 

* Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. liii. p. 1(544, 104^. The 
above tranffation was made by Mr. William Jackfon of 
Canterbury. —In the fame Ma^zine, p. io}4, 10)5 ^ ia 
t;he original French. 

t Slavjbry, a Poem, 
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Chap. Soon after the account arrived in England of 
VIIL Captain Cook's deceafe, two poems were pub- 
lifhed in celebration of his memory ; one of 
which was an Ode, by a Mr. Fitzgerald, of 
Gray'sJnn. But the fii-ft, both in order of tirrte 
and of merit, was an Elegy, by Mifs Seward, 
whofe poetical talents have been difplayed in 
many beautiful inftances, to the public. Thi^ 
lady, in the beginning of her Poem, has admir- 
ably reprefented the principle of humanity by 
which the Captain wUs aduated in his under- 
takings. ^ 

** Ye , who ere while for* Cook's illuftrious brow 
*' Pluck'd the green laurel , and the oaken bough , 
*' Hung the gay garlands on the trophied oars , 
*' And pour'd his fame along a thoufand fliorcs , 
*' Strike the flow death-bell ! — weave the facred verfe, 
" And ftrew the cyprefs o'er his honor'd hearfe; 
" In fad proceffion wander round the flirine, 
" And weep him mortal , whom ye fung divine ! 

" Say firft, what Pow'r infpir'd his dauntlefs breart: 
" With fcom of danger , and inglorious reft , 
*' To quit imperial London's gorgeous plains , 
*' "Where, rob'd in thoufand tints, bright pleafure reigns?— 
" What Pow'r infpir'd his dauntlefs breaft to brave 
, *' The fcorch'd Equator, and th' Antardtic wave? 
*' Climes , where fierce funs in cloudlefs ardors fhine , 
** And pour the daziling deluge round the Line; 
" The realms of froft, where icy mountains rife, 
" 'jMid the pale fummer of the polar fkies 1 — 

It 
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It was ^Humanity! — on coafts unknown, Chap 

The fliiv'ring natives of the frozen zone , VIIL 

And the fwart Indian , as he faintly ftrays 

' Where Cancer reddens in the folar blaze , ' 

She bade him feek ; — on each inclement fhoie 

Plant the rich feeds of her exhauftlefs ftore ; 

Unite the favage hearts , and hoftile hands , 

In the firm compact of her gentle bdnds f 

Strew her foft comforts o'er the barren plain ^ 

Sing her fweet lays , and confecrate her fane. 

" It was Humanity! — O Nymph divine J 

I fee thy light ftep priiit the burning Line ! 

There thy bright eye the dubious pilot guides j 

The faint oar ftruggling with the fcalding tides. •— 

On as thou lead'ft the bold , the glorious prow , 

Mild , and more mild , the floping fun4)eam$ glo\^ ; 

Now weak and pale the leffen'd luflres play, x 

As round th' horizon rolls the timid day; 

Barb'dwith the fleeted fnow, the driving hailj, 

Rufli the fierce arrows of the polar gale ; 

And thro' the dim, unvaried, ling'ririg hours, 

"Wide o*er the waves incumbent horror low'rs. " 



Captain Cook's endeavour's to ferve the inha* 
bitants of New Zealand, by the vegetables and 
animals he left among them , afe thus defcribed* 

" To Ihefc die Hero leads his living ftore, 
*' And pours new wonders on th' uncultur'd fliore ; 
** The filky fleece , fair fruit , and golden grain ; 
^' And future herds and harvefis blefs the plain. 

Vol. n. X 
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C H. A P. " O'er the green foil his Kids exulting play , 
VIII. " And founds his clarion loud the bird of day ; . 

*' The downy Goofe her ruffled bofom laves , 

Trims her white wing , and wantons in the waves ; 
Stern moves the Bull along th' affrighted fliores , 
" And countlefs nations tremble as he roars. " 

I fliall only add the pathetic and animated con- 
clufion of this fine Poem. 

" But ah! — aloft on Albion's rocky deep; 

" That frowns incumbent o'er the boiling deep , 

** Solicitous , and fad , a fofter form 

Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates the ftorm. — * 
Ill-fated matron ! — for , alas ! in vain 
Thy eager glances wander o'er the main ! — 
' Tis the vex'd billows, that infurgent rave, 

" Their white foam filvers yonder diftant wave , 

" 'Tis mot his fails ! — thy husband comes no more ! 

*' His bones now whiten an accurfed ftiore! — 
/ " Retire , — for heark ! the fca-guU fhrieking foars , 

" The lurid atmofphere portentous low'rs ; 
Night's fuUen fpirit groans in ev'ry gale , 
And o'er the waters draws the darkling veil , 
Sighs in thy hair, and chills thy throbbing breaft— 

" Go , wretched mourner ! — weep thy griefs to reft ! 
" Yet , tho' through life is lofl each fond delight, 
Tho' fet thy earthly fun in dreary night. 
Oh! raife thy thoughts to yonder Harry plain, 

" And owa thy forrow felfifh, weak, and vain: 
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Since, while Britannia, to his virtues juft, - C H A. P. 

Twines the bright wreath , and rears th' immortal buft ; VIII, 

While on each wind of heav'n his fame Ihall rife , 

In endlefs incenfe to the fmiling fkies; 

The attendant Power , that bade his fails expand'. 

And waft her blefllngs to each barren land , 

Now raptur'd ' bears him to th' immortal plains , 

Where Mercy hails him with congenial ftrains ; 

Where foars , on Joy's white plume , ' his fpiric free , 

And angels choir him., while he waits for Thee. 



Captain Cook's difcoveries , among other ef- 
fedls, have opened new fcenes for a poetical 
fancy to range in, and prefentcd new images to 
the feledion of genius and tafte. The Morais, 
in particular, of the inhabitants of the South Sea 
Iflands, afford a fine fubjedl for the exercife of 
a plaintive mufe. Such a mufe hath feized upon 
the fubjedl; and, at the fame time, has added 
another wreath to the memory of our navigator. 
I refer to a lady , who hath already , in many 
pafTages of her " Peru ," in her " Ode on the 
Peace " and. above all, in her " Irregular Frag- 
ment,*' amply proved to the world, that fhe 
poffefles not ojaly the talent of elegant and har- 
monious verfification, but the fpirit of true poe- 
try. The poem, which I have now the pJeafure 
of giving for the firft time to the public, and 
which was written at my requeft, will be found 
in th? Appendix *. It is fomewhat remarkable, 

=^ Vide Appendix, N* II. 
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Chap, that female poets have hitherto been the chief 
MIL celebrators of Captain Cook in this country. 
Perhaps a fubjedl which would furnifli materials 
for as rich a- production as Camoen's Lufiad, and 
which would adorn the pen of a Hayley or a 
Cowper, may hereafter call forth the genius of 
fome poet of the ftronger fex. 

The Royal Society of London could not lofe 
fuch a member of their body as Captain Cook, 
without being anxious to honour his name and 
memory by a particular mark of refpedl. Accord- 
ingly, it was refolved to do this by a medal ; and a 
voluntary fubfcription was opened for the purpofe. 
To fuch of the fellows of the Society as fubfcribed 
twenty guineas, a gold medal was appropriated: 
filver medals were affigned to thofc who contri- 
buted a fmaller fum; and to each of the other 
members one in bronze was given. The fub- 
fcribers of twenty guineas were Sir Jofeph Banks, 
Prefident; the Prince of Anfpach , the Duke of 
Montagu, Lord Mulgrave, and Meflieurs Ca- 
vendifh , Peachey , Perrin , Poli, and Shuttle- 
worth. Many defigns , as might be expeded , 
were propofed upon the occafion. The medal 
which was aftually ftruck , contains , on one fide, 
the head of Captain Cook in profile , and round 

it, JaC. COOK OCEANI INVESTIGATOR ACERRI- 

ivius; and on the exergue, reg. soc. LOND. so- 
cio SUO. On the reverfe is a reprefentation of 
Britannia, holding a globe. Round her is infcri- 

bed, NIL INTENTATUM NOSTRI LIQUERE ; and 

on the exergue, AUSPicns georgii hi. 
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Of the gold medals which were ftruck on this Chap. 
occafion, one was prefented' to his Majefty, an- VIII. 
other to the Queen, and a third to the Prince 
of Wales. Two were fent abroad: the firft to 
the French King, on account of the protecftion 
he had granted to the Ihips under the command 
of Captain Cook; and a fecOnd to the Emprefs 
of Ruflia, in whofe dominion^ the fame (hips had 
been received and treated with every degree of 
friendfliip and kindnefs. Both thef^ prefents were 
highly acceptable to die great perfonages to 
whom they were tranfmitted. "The 'French King 
expreffed his fatisfadion in a very- hartdfome let- 
ter to the Rbyal Sqciety, fighed'by himfelf, and 
linderfigned by the 'Marquis de Vergennes ; and 
the Emprefs of Riiftiai'comrtiiiBfioned Count Oftef- 
man to figniJFy to Mr. Fitzherbert the fenfe Ihe 
entertained of the value of and the prefent, that 
(he had cajufed it to be forthwith depbfited in the 
MufeumofthelmperialAcademy'of Sciences. Asa 
farther teftimony of thepleafure fhe derived from 
it, the Emprefs prefented to the Royal Society a 
large and beautiful gold medal , containing on 
one fide the effigies of herfelf , and on the reverfe 
a reprefentation of the ftatue of Peter the Great. 
After the general affignment of the medals , 
(which took place in the fpring of the year 
1784) there being a furplus of money ftill re- 
maining, the Prefident and Council refolved that 
an additional number fhould be ftruck off in gold, 
to be difpofed of as prefents to Mrs. Cook , the 
Earl of Sandwich, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Dr.* 

X 3 
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C g A p. Cooke, Provoft of Kings College, Cambridge, 
VllL and Pvir, Planta. About the fame time , it was 
agreed , that Mr. Aubert fhoiild be allowed to 
have a gold inedal of Captain Cook , on his 
paying for the gold and the expence of ftriking 
it; in conftderation of his intention to prefent it 
to the King of FcLvnd *, 

During the two, vifits of the Refolution and 
pifcovcry at Kamtfchatka, it was from Colonel 
Behm , the Commandant of that province , that 
the fhips ,. and. th^ otticers aiid men belonging to 
them , had received every kind of affiftance which 
it was. in hjs power to beftow: His liberal and 
iiofpitable. bebavjour to the hnglifh navigators, 
is related at large in Captain King's Voyage. Such 
was the fenfe entertained of it by the Lords of 
the Admiralty, that they deteripin^d to make a 
prefent to the .Colonel of a magnificent piece-of 
plat^ , with an. infcfiption exprefliye of his 
humane and g»enerpus difppfition and condud. 
7 h^ elegant, pen. of Dr. Cooke/ was employed ia 
drawing up the infcription i which , after it had 
been, fubjeded to thv opinion and correction of 
f(>me gentlemen of the firll eminence in claffical 
talte , ,was as fol.Iows : 

VtRO EGREGIO IMAGNO D^E.^EHM; qui Im- 

pentricis Auguftiffi .lae Catharin^e aufpiciis, 
fummaque ^niroi benignitate , faeva , quibus 
pracerat, Kamtfchatkse littora, nayibus nautit 
que Britannicis, hofpita prxbuit: eqique , in ter- 
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* From the books of the R6yal Society , and papers in the 
jjoffeffion of Sir jofeph Banks. 
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. ** minis , fi qui efleat Imperio Rufficd , frufira , Chap. 
** explorandis, mala multa perpeflbs, iterata vice VIII. 
*' excepit, refecit, recreavit, et commeatii orani 
" cumulate audos dimifit ; Rei navalis Bri- 
" TANNiCiE Septemviri inaliquambenevoleatiae 
*' tarn infignis memoriam , amicillimo , gratiffimo* 
" que animo, fuo, patriaeque nomine, D.D.D. 

M.CC.LXXXI*" 

Sir Hugh Pallifer , who , through life , manifefted 
an invariable regard and friendfhip for Captain 
Cook , has difplayed a fignal inftance , fmce the 
Captain's deceafe , of the affedlion and efteem 
in which he holds his memory. At his eftate in 
Buckinghamfhire, Sir Hugh hath conftruded a 
fmall building, on which he has eredled a pillar, 
containing the fine charadlcr of our great ]^vi- 
gator that is given at the end of the Introdudlion 
to the laft Voyage , and the principal part of 
which has been infertcd in the prefent work. 
This charadcr was drawn up by a moft r^fpedl- 
able gentleman , who has long been at the head 
of the naval profeffion; the honourable Admiral 
Forbes , Admiral of the Fleet, and General of 
Marines ; to whom Captain Cook was only 
known by his eminent merit and his extraor- 
dinary adUons t- ' 

Amidft the numerous teftimonies of regard that 
have been paid to« Captain Cook's rtierits and 

* From papers in the pofleffion of Sir Jofeph Banks, 
t From the information of Sir Hugh Pallifer. ., 

X4 
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G H A p, memory , the important objcd of providing for 
Vlfl, Jiis family hath not been forgotten. Soon after 
the intelligence arrived of his unfortunate deceafe, 
this matter was taken up by the Lords of the 
Admiralty , with a zeal and an efFeft » which 
the following authentic document will fuUy 
difplay. 

*^ At the Court at St. James'$, the 
^^ (L.S.) " «d of February 1780; 

« 

♦• Prefent, 

« The KING'S Moft Excellent Majefty in 

Council. 

» 

^ Whereas there was this day read, at the Board, 
^' a memorial from the Right Honourable the 
*' Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, dated 
the 27th of laft month , in the words follow- 
ing; viz, . 

** Having received an authentic account of 
^ the death of that great Navigator, Captain Ja- 
' mes Cook, who has had the honotu: of being 
' ejnployed l^y Your Majefty in three different 
' voyages, for the difcovery of unknown coun* 
' tries , in the moft diftant parts of the globe ; 
^ we think it our duty humbly to reprefent tp 
^ Your Majefty, that this meritorious officer, 
' ^fter having received from Your Majefty's 
' gracious benevolence , as a reward for his pub- 
*^ lie fervices in two fuccefsful circumnaviga- 
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** tions, a comfortable and honourable retreat, C H a P. 
** where he might have lived many years to be- VIII. 
** ncfit his family, he voluntarily relinquifhed 
** that eafe and emolument to undertake another 
of thefe voyages of difcovery , in which the 
** life of a Commander, who does his duty, muft 
always be particularly expofed, and in which, 
in the execution of that duty, he fell, leaving 
his family, whom his public fpirit had led him 
to abandon, as a legacy to his country. We 
do therefore humbly propofe, that Your Ma- 
jefty will be gracioufly pleafed to order a pen- 
fion of two hundred pounds a year to be fet- 
tled on the widow, and twenty- five pounds 
a year upon each of the three fons of the faid 
Captain James Cook, and that the fame be 
placed on the ordinjiry eftimate of the navy. 
His Majefty, takiqg the faid memorial into 
His Royal confideration , was pleafed, with the 
" advice of His privy council , to order , as it is 
•' hereby ordered, that a penfion* of two hundred 
** pounds a year be fettled on the widow, and - 
** twenty -five pounds a year upon each of the 
** three fons of the faid Captain James Cook, and 
'* thjit the fame be placed on the ordinary eftimate 
" of His .Majefty 's navy ; and the Lords Com- 
miffioners of the Admiralty are to give the ncr 
ceffary diredions herein accordingly. 
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W. Fawkener, 



The preceding memorial to the King >yas figned 
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Chap, by the Earl of Sandwich, Mr. BuUer, the Earl of 
VIII. Lifburne, Mr. Penton, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. 
Mann; and the feveral officers of the Board of Ad- 
miralty feconded the ardour of their fuperiors, by 
the fpeed and generofity with which his Majefty's 
royaf grant to Captain Cook's widow and chil-^ 
dren paffed through the ufual forms *. 

Another occafion was afterwards feized of con- 
ferring a fubftantial benefit on the Captain's family. 
The charts and plates, belonging to the Voyage 
to the Pacific Ocean , were provided at the expence 
of Government; the confequence of which was, 
that a large profit accrued from the fale of the publi- 
cation. Of this profit , half was configncd, in truft, 
to Sir Hugh Pallifer and Mr. Stephens, to be ap- 
plied to the ufe of Mrs. Cook» during her natu- 
ral life, and afterwards to be divided between ber 
children f. 

. Honour, as well as emolument, hath gracioully 
been conferred by his Majefty upon the defcendants 
of aptain Cook. On the third of September 1 785, 
a coat of arms was granted to the family, of which 
ti defcription , will be given below ^*- 

* From the information of Sir Jofeph Banks. 

f, A fourth was allotted to Captain King , and the 
remaining fourth to Mr. BIyth , and to the rcprefentatives 
of Captain Ckrfee. Mr. Anderfon's rcprefentatives had pre- 
Tioufly been gratified. 

** Azure , between the two polar ftars Or , a fphere on 
the plane of the meridian , north-pole elevated , circles of 
latitude for every ten degrees , and of longitude for every 
fifteen, fhewing the Pacific Ocean between fixty and two 



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 315 

• Our Navigator had fix children ; James, Na- Chap. 
thaniel, Elizabeth, Jofcph, George, and Hugh. VIII. 
Df thefe , Jofeph and George died foon after 
their birth , and Elizabeth in the fifth year of her 
age. James, the eldeft fon , who was born at St. 
Paul's, Shadv/ell, on the thirteenth of Odlober 
1763 , is now a lieutenant in his Majefty's navy. 
In a letter, written by Admiral Sir Richard Hugh- 
es , in 1785, from Granada, to Mrs. Cook, he 
is fpoken of in terms of high approbation. Na- 
thaniel, who was born on the fourteenth of De- 
cember 1764, at Mile-end Old Town, was brought 
up , likewife , in the naval fervice , and was unfor- 
,tunately loft on board his Majefty's fhip Thunderer, 
Commodore Walfingham , in the hurricane which 
happened at Jamaica on the third of Odlober 1780. 
He is faid to have been a moft promifing youth. 
Hugh, the youngcft, was born on the twenty- 
fecond of May 1776.; and was fo called after 
the name of his father's great friend, Sir Hugh 
Pallifer* 

' It hath often been mentioned, in terms of no 
fmall regret , that a monument hath not yet been 

hundred and forty weft, bounded on one fide' by America, 
on the other by Afia and New Holland , in memory of 
the difcoveries made by him in that ocean, fo very far 
beyond all former navigators. His track thereon is marked 
with red lines. And for creft , on a wreath ot the colours , 
is an arm imbowed , vefted in the uniform of a captain 
of the royal navy. In the hand is the union jack , on a ftafF 
Proper, The arm is encircled by a wreath of palm and 
laurel. 

"^ From the information of Mrs. Cook. 
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Chap, ereded to the memory of Captain Cook, in 
VIII. Weftminfter Abbey. The wifh and the hope of 
fuch a monument are hinted at in the clofe of the 
Bilhop of Carlifle's Introdudion , fo often referred 
to ; and the fame fentiment is exprefled by the 
author of the Eulo5:;ium , at the end of that In- 
trodudlion. Sir Hugh Pallifer has alfo fpoken to 
the like purpofe , in a communication 1 received 
from him. It would certainly redound to the 
honour of the nation, to order a magnificent 
memorial of the abilities and fervices of our il- 
luftrious Navigator ; on which account , a tribute 
of that kind may be regarded as a defirable thing. 
But a monument in Weftminfter Abbey would 
be of little confequence to the reputation of Cap- 
tain Cook. His fame ftands upon a wider bafe, 
and will furvive the comparatively perifhing ma- 
terials of brafs , or ftone , or marble. The name 
of Cook will be held in honour, and recited 
with applaufe , fo long as the records of human 
events (hall continue in the earth : nor is it pof- 
. fible to fay, what may be the influence and 
rewards, which, in other worlds, fhall be found 
to attend upon eminent examples of wifdom and 
of virtue. 
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APPENDIX N" 1 



Xn page 273, it is mentioned, that a farther ac* 
count of Captain King would be given in the 
Appendix. This was faid in a reliance upon my 
receiving anfwers to feveral queftions with which 
I had waited upon the Reverend Mr. King, 
Preacher to the Honourable Society of Gray's 
Inn. As this Gentleman has not favoured me 
with the communication I expeded ( perhaps 
from fome unavoidable hindrances ) , I am pre- 
cluded from paying that additional tribute to 
the memory of his brother which X yriflied to 
have done, * 
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The MORAI, an ODE. 
By Mils HELEN MARIA WILLIAMS. 

X^ AIR Otaheite , fondly bleft 
By him , who long was doom'd to brave 
The fury of the polar wave , 
That fiercely mounts the frozen rock 
1 Where the harlh fea-bird rears her neft. 
And learns the raging furge to mock — . 
There, Night, that loves eternal ftorm. 
Deep, and lengthen'd darknefs thrown, 
And untried Danger's doubtful form 
Its half-fe^n horror fhows ! 
While Nature, with a look fo wild. 
Leans on the cliffs in chaos pil'd ; 
That here, theaw'd, aftonifh'd mind. 
Forgets , in that o'erwhelming hour 
When her rude hands the florms unbind 
In all the madnefs of her power, 
That fhe who fpreads the favage gloom. 
That she can drefs in melting grace ^ 
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In fportive Summer's lavifli bloom , 
The aweful terrors of her face; 
And wear the fwcet perennial fpiile 
That charms in Otaheite's ifle. 

Yet, amid her fragrant bowers, 
Where fpring, whofe dewy fingers ftrew 
O'er other lands fome fleeting flowers , 
Lives, in bloflbms ever new; 
Whence arofe that fhriek of pain ? 
Whence the tear that flows in vain?--^ 
Death ! thy unrelenting hand 

Tears fome tranfient, human band 

Eternity! rich plant, that blows 
Beneath a brighter, happier flcy. 
Time is a fading branch , that grows 
On thy pure flem , and blooms to die. 

What art thou , Death ? ^ terrific Ihade^ 
In unpierc'd gloom array'd ! — . 
Oft will daring Fancy ftray 
Far in the central waftes , where Night 
Divides no chearing hour with Day, 
And unnam'd horrors meet her fight; 
There thy form fhe dimly fees , 
And round the fhape unfinifh'd throw* 
All her frantic vifion (hews 
When numbi^^ fears her fpirit freeze^ 
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But can mortal voice declare 

If Fancy paints thee as thou art ? 

Thy afped may a terror wear 

Her pencil never fhall impart ; 

The eye that once on thee fhall gaze 

No more its ftifFen'd orb can raifc ; 

The lips that could thy power reveal 

Shall lading filence inftant feal. — 

In vain the icy hand we fold , 

In vain the breaft with tears we fteep , 

The heart that Ihar'd each pang, is cold , 

The vacant eye no more can weep. 

Yet from the fhore where Ganges rolls 
His wave beneath the torrid ray, 
To earth's chill verge , where o'er the poles 
Fall the laft beams of ling'ring day , 
For ever facred are the dead ! 
Sweet Fancy comes in Sorrow's aid , 
And bids the mourner lightly tread 
Where th' infenfate clay is laid ; 
Bids partial gloom the fod inveft 
By the mould'ring relics preft; 
Then lavifh ftrews, with fad delight, 
Whate'er her confecrating power 
Reveres , of herb , or fruit , or flower , 
And fondly weaves the various rite. 
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See ! o'er Otaheite's plain 
Moves the longi funereal train; 
Slow the pallid corfe they bear, 
Oft they breathe the folemn prayer t 
Where the ocean b^s^thes the land 
Thrice , and thrice , with pious hand ^ 
The prieft when high the billow fpring^, 
Ftom the wave unfuUied , flings 
Waters pure , that fprinkled neat 
Sandify the hallow'd bier : 
But never may one drop profane 
The relics with forbidden ftain ! 
Now around the fun ral fhrine 
Led in myftic mazes , twine 
Garlands , where the plantain weavei^ 
With the palm's luxuriant Jeav^s ; 
And o'er each facred knot is fpread 
The plant devoted to the dead. 

Five pale xhoons with trembling light 
Shall gaze Upon the lengthen'd rite i 
Shall fe€ diftradled Beauty tear 
The treffes of her flowing hair; 
Thofe {hining locks ^ no loilger dear> 
She wildly fcatters o'cir the bier; 
And carelefs gives the frequent wound 
That bathes in precious blood the ground 

Y 
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When along the weftern fky 
Day's refleded colours die , 
And Twilight rules the doubtful hour 
Ere flow-pac'd Night refumes her povef ; 
Mark the cloud that lingers ftill 
Darkly, on the banging hill! 
Tterc the difembodied Mind 
Hears, upon the hollow wind. 
In unequal cadence thrown ,. 
Sorrow's oft-repeated moan: — 
Still fome human paifions fway 
The fpirit late imnlers'd in clay ; 
Still the faithful figh is dear, 
Still belov'd the fruitlefs tear! 

Five waining mdons , with wandVing lights 
Have paft the ftiadowy bound of night , 
And mingled thtir departing ray 
With the foft fitts of early day$ 
Let" the laft, fad rfte be paid 
Grateful to the confcious Shade: 
Let the prieft, with pious care, 
Now the wafted relics bear 
Where the IVIorai'« aweful gloom 
Shrouds theveiierafele toitib; 
Let the plantain lift its head , 
Qicrifli'd emblem of the dead ; 
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Slpw and folemn , o'er the gr^vc, ^ 

Let the twifted plunjage wave , . r 

Symbol hallow'd, and divine. 

Of the God who guards the fhrrne,— 

Hark ! — that fhripk of ftrange defpair 

Never (hall difturb the air. 

Never , never fliall it rife 

But for Nature's broken ties ! -^ 

Bright crefcent! that with lucid fmilc 

Gild'ft the Morai's lofty pile, 

Whofe broad lines of fhadow th^-ow 

A gloomy horror far below ; 

Witnefs , O recording moon ! 

All the rites are duly done; 

Be the faithful tribute o'er , 

The hov'ring Spirit aOcs no more I 

Mortals , ceafe the pile to ttread , 

Leave to filence , leave the dead. 

But where may flie who loves to ftra^ 
Mid Ihadows of funereal gloom , 
And courts the fadnefs of the tomb , 
Where may fhe feek that proud Morai 
Whofe dear memorial points the place 
Where fell th# Friend of human race ? •— * 
Ye lonely Ifles ! On ocean's bound 
Ye bloom'd , thro' time's long flight unknown ^ 

Y 2 
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Till Cook the untrack*d billow paft , 
Till he along the forges caft 
Philanthropy's eonncdking zone, 
And fpread her lovelieft bleffings round. — ' 
Not like that murd'rous band he came , 
Who ftaip'd with bloo^ the new-found Weft j 
Nor as , with unrelenting breaft , 
Froiii Britain's free, enlighten'd land, 
Hep fons now feek Angola's ftrand ; 
Each tie moft facred to unbind , 
To load with chains a brothers frame ^ 
And plunge a dagger in the mind; 
Mock the Iharp anguifh bleeding there 
Of Nature in her laft defpair ! 

Great Cook ! Ambition's lofty flame ^ 
So oft diredled to deftroy , 
Led Thee to circle with thy name , 
The fmile of love, and hope, and joy! 
Tbofe fires that lend the dang'rous blaze 
The devious, comet trails afar, 
Might form the pure , benignant rays 
That gild the morning's gentle ftar— . 
Sure, where the Heroes afhes reft. 
The nations late emerg'd from night 
Still haftc — with love's unwearied care; 
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That fpot in lavifh flowers is dreft. 
And fancy's dear, inventive rite ~ 
Still paid with fond obfervanc€ there! 

Ah no! — around his fatal grave 
No lavifh flowers were ever ftrew'd. 
No votive gifts were ever laid — 
His blood a favage Chore bedew'd ! ^ 
His mangled limbs, one hafty prayer, 
One pious tear by friendfhip paid , 
Were caft upon the raging wave! 
Deep in the wild abyfs^ he lies , 
Far from the cherilh'd fcene of home ; 
Far, far from Her whofe faithfiil figfis 
A hufband's tracklefs courfe'purfue; 
Whofe tender fancy loves to roam 
With Hi/n o'er lands wd oceans new; 
And gilds with Hope's deluding form 
The gloomy path-way of the ftorm. 

Yet, Cook ! inimortal wreaths arc thine ! — 
While Albion's grateful toil fliall raife 
The marble tomb , the trophied buft. 
For ages faithful to its truft ; 
While, eager to record thy praife, 
She bids the Mufe of Hiftory twine 
The chaplet of undying fame, 
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And tell each polifli'd land thy wortli; 
The ruder natives of the earth 
Shall dft repeat thy honoured name; 
While infants catch the frequent found, 
And learn to lifp the oral tale ; 
Whofe fond remembrance fhall prevail 
Till Time has reach'd his deftin'd bounds 
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